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MASSACHDSETTS HISTCFICAL OMIISSICaJ 
80 BOYLSTCW STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Kioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

1 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north . ' 

AREA FORM NO. 

D 241 

Town Wakefield 

Address 39 Converse Street 

Historic Name 

NA 

Use: Presait Dwel l inq 

Original Dwellinq 

DESCRIPTICW , 

Date c. 1880 

Source 

Style 

A t l a s o f 1889 

Oueen Anne 

Architect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric sh ingles ,c lapboards 

Outbuildings None 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

None 

Ocjndition Fa i r 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage 

Setting ^aces south on r a i sed l o t 

behind embankinent. 

um REFEREMCE 19/328600/470 7150 

DSGS QDADRANGLE Boston North, Mass, 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P rese rva t ion 
Associates 

Crganizaticnl'Jakefield H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date March 19 8 5 



NATIONAL REGISTER C31ITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

A w e l l preserved Queen A.nne s t y l e house whose d e t a i l s suggest 
imagination and un c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y on the p a r t of i t s designer, 
t h i s house was probably b u i l t during s p e c u l a t i v e development of 
Converse St. i n the 1880s. I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , 
s e t t i n g , design, m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and as s o c i a t i o n 
and meets C r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHIIECTOEIAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in tenns of 
other buildings within the omnmunity. 

This i s a s p i r i t e d Queen Anne house w i t h high v i s i b i l i t y on i t s 
l o t . I t i s 2h s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , has a hipped roof and traverse 
gable. The roof peak i n a most unusual c o n f i g u r a t i o n has a 
iouvered opening and a shed roof dormer w i t h a contemporary 
sunburst f a n l i g h t . A patterned shingle band runs between the 
f i r s t and second s t o r i e s along w i t h a rope molding s t r i n g c o u r s e . 
Fish scale p a t t e r n shingles are used over the second f l o o r windows 
and between windows on f i r s t f l o o r too. There are brackets at the 
ga r r i s o n overhang.' This house does not f o l l o w the conventions o f 
i t s time c l o s e l y . Rather i t seems t o have been the work of an 
in v e n t i v e d e s i g n e r / b u i l d e r . A s h e l l mosaic at the f r i e z e on the 
east i s a contemporary ornament seen on at l e a s t one other house 
i n VJakefield. 

HISTCHlICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the conraunit^. 

This s e c t i o n o f Converse S t r e e t was l a i d out by 1875 when i t appears 
on the map of t h a t date, but no houses are recorded as being on i t . • 
Responding t o the increasing p o p u l a t i o n t h i s area began developing 
i n the 1870s and by the 1890s was i n f u l l swing. Much of the farm 
land along Converse was bought up by the Wakefield B u i l d i n g and Real 
Estate A s s o c i a t i o n which l a i d out the l o t s , financed the houses and • 
even provided plans f o r new owners. This house may be an example of 
t h e i r development. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Wakefield H i s t o r i c a l Society, V e r t i c a l F i l e s , "West Side". 
Maps of 1875 (Converse S t r e e t but no houses), 1889 (G.H. Teague), 
1906 (H. Teague). 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY House at 39 Converse Street 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Wakefield MRA 

NAME: . 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 
DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/07/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000718 ; 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: : ' 'J / 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N / 

L ^ C E F T RETURN REJECT A / ^ A ( ^ / DATE Entered 1^ 
• Batio^^ Regis 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph . . . • " 
completeness 
c l a r i t y ^ 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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N. CARLETON CIVIL ENG'R 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multifile Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300 


