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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Oxmoor is one of the last of the great estates in the Louisville area similar to a 
Virginia farm or plantation. In spite of the encroachment of a shopping center, and 
an expressway which split off part of the property, the main house retains an air 
of isolation. It is approached through an ancient lane of locust trees amid spreading 
farm fields (see photo 1).

An early log cabin is located on the property,as are a spring house and family cemetery 
in which are buried all the members of the Bullitt family since Alexander Scott Bullitt 
and Priscilla Christian Bullitt, first owners of the property, and William Christian who 
first established the estate in 1784 (See photos 13, 14, and 15 ) .

The oldest part of the house is a white clapboard wing across the back of the house 
dating from 1785 and built by Alexander Scott Bullitt. It appears as a distinct house 
and resembles the original Mt. Vernon built in 1743 in Virginia. Both were simple 
structures with large end chimneys and four windows across the front on the first floor 
with a plain but handsome doorway between each pair of windows. Oxmoor f s original 
house is one-and-a-half stories high with dormers above the first floor and a projection 
slanting out over the doorway providing a sort of roof effect over the entrance (see 
photo 2 ). Much of the original woodwork, outside as well as in, is intact, including 
the fireplaces, doors, and walnut stairs leading to the attic. The present dormers 
were probably altered earlier in this century.

This frame house is joined by'a cross-passage to the fine brick addition built around 
1800 and now the.center block of the main house. It is a long, two-story plain block 
of refinecl xFe!deral:'proportions, both outside and inside. This' new :wing, containing a 
broad hall with a parlor on the left and a dining room on the right, is set rather high 
above a three-room basement, (see photo 3 )  The two main rooms are symmetrical 
with one another and have simple, Federal-influenced fireplaces ( see photos 8 and 9 ). 
Large wall panels were added in the parlor by the present Mrs. William Marshall 
Bullitt to formalize what she thought to be the less decorative Federal room. The front 
door has a rectangular lunette and triple sidelights (See sketch 2 ).

In 1910, William Marshall Bullitt added a second floor to the main brick house as well 
as a long connecting passage (the kitchen and breakfast room) which joins the central 
house to a servant's wing. The enlargement of the front of the house enabled him to 
extend the portico, held up by thin columns. The original doorway was a smaller 
version of what exists today from the 1910 enlargement (see photo 5 ).

To balance the entire structure, Bullitt added another wing on the other side,of the 
house in 1927 with a connecting hallway between the main house and the new wing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bullitt family has been living at Oxmoor since 1784 when William Christian first 
established the 1,000-acre estate. It still remains a working farm today. The history 
of the Bullitt family in Kentucky begins with Captain Thomas Bullitt, a soldier during 
the French and Indian War and a surveyor who led an expedition party from Virginia 
to the Falls of the Ohio in 1773 to survey land for a new town site. He is the first / 
man known to have selected the Falls as the site for Louisville. The Bullitt name has 
remained closely connected with Louisville ever since and five countiesdmve borne the 
sanies of his ancestors. The original portion of the house and subsequent additions 
are a fine example of Federal architecture. A wide range of original outbuildings, 7 
including the kitcjien, smokehouse, slave quarters, icehouse, and springhouse, remain 
in excellent condition.

Captain Bullitt's nephew, Alexander Scott Bullitt, came to Kentucky from Virginia with the 
help of his future father-in-law, William Christian, in 1783, and, after living a short 
time in Shelby County, he bought a farm in Jefferson Cpunty, Similes from, Louisville 
on Beargrass Creek. He named the farm Ox Moor after a place mentioned in Lawrence 
Sterne's Tristram Shandy, in 1785 he married Priscilla Christian, whose father William 
Christian had built above the spring a log cabin which still exists today.

Two years later they erected a frame house which also still stands and represents one 
of the three major periods of construction incorporated in the mansion today. Alexander 
Scott Bullitt became a distinguished member of the State Senate (from the time Kentucky 
was made a state in 1792), serving 8 years as Speaker of the Senate and 4 years as 
Lieutenant Governor beginning in 1800. He was also a member of the 1788 and the 1792 
conventions, the last one being the convention which framed Kentucky's first constitution. 
Bullitt served as one of the first trustees of the Jefferson Seminary, the first public 
educational institution in Louisville.

The house was occupied from 1787 to 1863 when William Christian Bullitt left the estate 
during the Civil War and moved to Louisville. William C. Bullitt had been admitted to 
the Bar before he was twenty-one years old but he gave up his practice to become a 
progressive farmer, using the latest in farm tools and the finest grade of stock. In 1859

(continued)
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The mansion now formed a TT_ shape. This new brick wing houses Bullitt's famous 
library collection. A frame addition was later tacked on next to the library to serve 
as an office and a studio ( &ee photo 6 ). The wings, although built separately and 
not having the same proportions, appear to be the same size. Both are elaborate 
examples of self-conscious Georgian style with French provincial elements particularly 
evident in the windows and doorways at the front and back of the connecting passages 
of the house. The library has one story with long windows stretching from the ceiling to 
the floor whereas the servant's wing has two floors and a basement with much smaller 
windows. There is a fanlight in the middle of one gable and aa elliptical bull's eye 
window in the library gable, possibly token Federal features relating to the 1800 additions. 
The entire mansion is covered by a slate roof.

The house is set in superb gardens designed by Marion Coffin. The original garden 
was lost after the Civil War (.see photo 12 ).

The sense of history at Oxmoor is best revealed by the original auxiliary buildings 
spread around the house and on the farm dating back to the eighteenth century and 
remaining intact today. These include a prison with a steel door and bars on the windows, 
an ice-house 25 feet deep, a smoke house, a kitchen for the slaves, a kitchen and 
washroom that was used for the main house, slave quarters which once housed some 
of the 100 slaves who worked on the farm, and a World War I cannon ( sae photos 
15-25.) .
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he was a delegate to the convention which remodeled the state constitution.

Oxmoor House was closed from 1863 until 1908 when William Marshall Bullitt, the 
great-grandson of Alexander Scott Bullitt (and also related to Patrick Henry and Chief 
Justice John Marshall), moved back in. A fine brick front had been added by William 
C. Bullitt in 1800, but William M. Bullitt extended the house in 1910 and 1927. The 
architect of the library wing was Buccel Hqfman. An architect connected also with 
the Oxmoor estate was George Herbert Gray who had worked as a draftsman and later 
as an architect in Louisville before settling in New Haven after the first World War. 
Thomas Bullitt, William Marshall Bullitt's father, . described Oxmoor in his book My 
Life at Oxmoor (1911):

Oxmoor House was plain, and in these days would be 
thought small: But it was capable of entertaining, and 
entertained with generous hospitality more good people 
than any house that I know of in the present day (p. 31)-

Bullitt also had very picturesque memories of the slaves cooking in the kitchen when 
he was a boy at Oxmoor. In speaking of the main kitchen he said:

This is an institution gone, not to return.... It was 
a single room of brick. ...The floor was brick, the 
hearth was brick.... The fireplace was about 6 feet 
wide. Only wood was used, but it was the best; 
seasoned and of all sizes....The skillets, the frying- 
pans, the ovens, the waffle-irons, the pans, the biscuit 
beater, and the old Black cook flinging things around 
and absolute mistress in her domain (p. 63).

William Marshall Bullitt was an outstanding lawyer, scholar, and American citizen. 
The son of Thomas and Annie Bullitt, he was born in 1873 and died October 1957. 
After being graduated from Princeton and receiving his law degree from the University 
of Louisville, he joined his father's law firm which was later to become Jiis own. Bullitt 
was a leading Republican in Kentucky and a nominee for the United States Senate. He 
argued fifty cases before the Supreme Court concerning anti-trust laws, more cases than 
any other Kentuckian. In 1912 , President Taft appointed him Solicitor General for a year's

(continued)
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term. Bullitt was also Deputy Commissioner of the American Red Cross for France 
in World War I, Trustee of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, and a 
Trustee of the American Surety Company of New York.

Bullitt had one of the finest book collections in the country especially in mathematics 
and Kentucky history; many of his books have been given to the University of Louisville 
Library.

In conclusion, Oxmoor is a gracious expression of Kentucky life from the pioneer era 
to the present time. Occupied and carefully preserved by the descendants of the founder 
for 190 years, it deserves protection from any future commerical encroachment.
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An estate of hundreds of acres, Oxmoor, in Louisville, Kentucky, 
still contains a wide range of original outbuildings including 
the kitchen, smokehouse, slave quarters, ice house, and 
springhouse, as well as the main house and its subsequent 
additions. Begun as a small frame house in 1787, a brick 
addition,bui1t in 1800, is now the center block of the house. 
The large estate is significant as an example of the agricultural 
success of early Kentucky settlers.
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Oxmoor (Bullitt Estate) 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Thomas Bullitt, Mfe Life at Oxmoor 
1869 Farm boundaries



Ground-floor Plan of the Oxmoor Residence 13 3376



Oxmoor (Bullitt Estate) 
Louisville, Kentucky

Thomas Bullitt 1911
7500 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, Ky,
Sketch 2,
Floor Plan: Original frame house

with 1800 brick addition. 
From: My Life at Oxmoor 
by Thomas Bullitt
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Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a point 100' south of the intersection of the access road to Oxmoor 
Mall with U.S. 60 (Point A on USGS map) the boundary extends southward along the 
west side of the access road approximately 1,500'; then turns eastward for 
approximately 2000'; then extends in a southeasterly direction for 5,300'; then 
turns in a southwesterly direction 1,600' to the south side of 1-64; turning 
eastward, the line runs along the south side of 1-64 800'; then turns south 600'; 
then turns northwestward 2000'; then turns southwestward 3000'; then turns 
northwestward 1,400'; then turns northeastward 2,700' to the north side of 1-64; 
then extends along the north side of 1-64 and the entrance ramp to I-264/ 
Watterson Expressway to Point H, a distance of about 5000'; then extends north­ 

ward 100' from the east of the present right-of-way to the exit ramp of 1-264 
to U.S.60/Shelbyville Road (Point J); then turns northeastwardly about 1,200' 
100' south of the intersection of the 1-264 exit ramp with US 60; then extends 
east about 650' to the point of beginning, 100' south of the intersection of the 
Oxmoor Mall access road with US 60.


