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NTOW. REBSTER (R TERA STAIBNENE {if appl i cabl e) -

The J.J. Oakes House i s significant for its association uith the

town-s md- fOilK century real estate development and its stylish
Itaiianate and Second Empire style design, meeting National Register
criteria A and C | t retains integrity of setting, location,

materials, workmanship, design, feeling, and association.
The boundaries indicated on the attached assessors map are those of
current ownership,

ARH IE:ILELSIG\IH Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate interns of
other buildinas wthin the conimnitv. o

e of only two remaining large, substantial Second Enpire houses i n Southbridge, this
house i snore Italianate than Second Enpire i ncharacter. Italianate elements seen here are
the horizontal enphasis of the design, the three bay facade, projecting cornice w ndow caps,
bracketed eaves and the massive porch with arch motifs. The concave slate mansard roof with
dormer windows i nthe major Second Enpire feature of the house. The other inmportant Second
Empire house i ntown i s the Calvin D Paige House on Main Street i nthe town center. Although
it also bears nunerous Italianate features, thenore vertical design of that house nakes
it distinctively Second Enpire i n feeling.

HSITCRCGL. SAGNHCGINE Explain the role amersi;%l ayed inlocal or state history and howthe
building relates to the devel opnet of the conmonity.

The land on which this house was built was part of the property of an earlier house. That
house, occupied by Wdow J. Cakes i n 1855, stood a short distance to the southwest of the
present structure. Wdow J. Qakes was apparently Betsy Mrse Cakes, who had married Jacob Cakes
in 1822. The present house was the hone of their son James Jacob Cakes, who was bornin
Sout hbridge i n1832. J. J. Cakes had a dry goods and clothing store on the corner of Min
and Ham lton Streets during themd tolate® 9th century. 1| n 1898 the Cakes House was owned
by J. J. Delahanty, owner of Delahanty'sfurniture store i nthe Al den-Del ahanty Bl ock
(form #A-148) i nd obe Village. ;

This section of South Street was only very sparsely devel oped prior to 1870. | n 1870
the Wdow Cakes house, the J. J. Cakes House, "Beechwood" (form #D 21) (1868) nearby and
anot her house across the street were the only houses standing between the intersection of
Main and South and what would |ater become Cakes Street and Orchard Street to thewest.

Bet ween 1870 and 1898 the area devel oped as a residential neighborhood of houses occupied
mostly by successful businessmen and ol d Southbridge families. The followi ng names appeared
as owners of these houses i n 1898: (denence, Litchfield, Marcy, Barhol onew and Morse.

B Bl @R and/ or AFEENGES

mapd, atlases, directories
Hol brook.  Southbridge Vital Records to 1850
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