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paired windows alternately small-paned fixed sash and 4/4 double-hung sash.
Groups of four and three windows with continuous sills and lintels at all
levels flank the central column.

An iron picket fence along Green Street remains largely intact, giving the
school a residential rather than institutional air. The architectural
integrity of the building has not been marred by additions or remodeling, with
the exception of the rear fire excapes.

Above the modillion-block cornice rises a hipped roof of slate in three parts,
with the two wing segments butting into the slightly raised central section.
Rising dramatically from the roof are two towering brick vent stacks with
stone trim and wide hip-roofed metal canopies. These are joined by two
smaller brick and stone chimneys plus a circular iron chimney with a conical
top. The rear portion of the roof, which slopes only slightly, was originally
of copper but is now of built-up tar and gravel. Gutters and flashing are of
copper. i

The lot area is 29,536 square feet. Front and rear dimensions of the building
are 114.5 feet, side dimensions are 78.5 feet. The central portion is 92.4
feet deep. The ridge of the central pavilion is 62 feet above grade.

Vertically the interior is divided into four levels plus an attic. The three
lower levels are each organized around a generous central corridor, with the
third floor top level bisected by a large auditorium, originally an
"Exhibition Hall". Cast iron staircases, with ball-topped newels and twisted
balusters, behind the vertical window columns on the southeast and northwest
sides of the building connect all levels.

The basement, with its painted brick perimeter walls and partiti( is
essentially utilitarian and without detail.

All rooms on the three main floors contain the same treatment of surfaces:
narrow maple strip flooring, plaster walls and ceilings, beaded-board
wainscotting over high baseboards, four-panel wood doors and casings, many
with four-light transoms, horizontal moldings above the blackboards and at the
ceilings in classrooms, and, in the first and second floor central corridors,
plaster arches with beaded corners. Central corridors on the first and second
floors lead to all significant rooms. There are two entrance vestibules with
marble floors on the first floor, flanking a reception room at the front of
the building. There are large classrooms in all four corners, each with seven
windows and each with its long narrow wardrobe, plus a fifth classroom in the
center rear. Staircases can be seen through steel and glass partitions (later
additions) at either end of the central corridor on the first and second
floors. The second floor is similar to the first floor except that a

(continued)
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classroomand naster's roomreplace the vestibules and reception room
Ceiling height inclassroons is 13 feet.

Qorner classroons and staircases on the third floor are simlar to those

bel ow but the central pavilion contains alarge auditoriumw th a stage
and %oscenl un?]_ pl us wardrobes beside the stage and small roons to the rear.
The 20.6 feet high auditoriumis entered through double doors from the
staircase and classroomhalls at the northwest and southeast ends of the

bui [ di n%. The auditoriumis relatively unadorned, with only the wainscot
found throughout the buildingand sone sinple panel noldings on the walls. A
sl OPI n[q floor vas added at sone point after construction. The prosceniumarch
Is tlat with rounded corners. There is no fixed seating in the auditorium

The attic isunfinished, with wood rafters, trusses and collar beans exposed.
The floor level rises over the auditorium |t is accessible only by |adder.

In addition to the nol dings, wainscotting and other hi?h quality architectural
details, interior itens of note include cast iron newel's on the staircases,
cabinet work inthe naster's room aplaster frieze inthe second floor
corridor, donated by the dass of 1904, and a plaster-cast reproduction of the
Liberty Bell, donated by WlliamA Filene, of departnent store fane, and
nounted inthe first floor entry vestibuleca 1918, M. Filene generously
c_otnnm35| oned twelve of these casts which were placed in public schools of the
city.

The Bowdi tch School, declared asurplus property by the Gty of Boston inJuly
of 1981, has been vacant since that tine. |t has fared reasonably well,
although suffering sonewater danage, graffiti inside and out, brokenw ndows
and mnor vandali sm

(end)



Bowditch School, Boston
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| | nationally | | statewide [x] locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [ X]A [XIC | jp
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |[A |1 IB | Ic | jP 1 |E | IF 1 IG
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
BophuheEyUPEanni ng and Devel opnent 1890- 1939
Education
Cultural Affiliation
EIA.
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N A At wood.

, Massachusetts

Significant Dates
1897

Harrison Henry

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Bowditch School (1890-1892) possesses integrity of location,
setting,  materials, = workmanship, feeling and association, and
Register Criteria A and C on the local level. Under Criteria

School is strongly associated with the development and growth
and the education of its citizens, through its role as a public
institution for nearly ninety years, and as prime example of

civic-minded  goals of local and city government from the time

design, . -JNT-
meets National N

A, the Bowditch

of Jamaica Plain
educational N
well-intentioned,

it was built

through the first decades of the twentieth century. Under Criteria  C, the
Bowditch School is a virtually unaltered, dignified and well-proportioned 'c e

example of a Classical Revival educational structure, designed

by the " AT

prominent local architect and politician, Harrison Henry Atwood (1863-1954).

The architects' sensitivity to site is still evident today as
the scale, siting and use of materials for the school and its

may be seen in
successful

relationship to the 2- and 3-story frame, shingle and brick residential

environment. The architectural integrity of the building has

not been

seriously altered, the interior and exterior alterations primarily reflecting
updated fire codes. The major exterior additions over the years were paired

rear fire escapes and metal vent shaft covers, as well as fire

doors inside

the building. A 1943 fire resulted in damage to the third-floor auditorium,

attic and roof, but repairs closely matched original details,

with the

exception of eliminating skylights over the stage. The original relatively

cramped lot was expanded to the southeast in 1926, forming the
L-shaped configuration.

Rich with cultural and historical associations  for generations

present

of Jamaica

Plain residents, the Bowditch School was constructed during the development
boom of the 1880s and 1890s which dramatically  altered the composition of

Jamaica Plain. Jamaica Plain has played an important role in

the history  of

the Commonwealth dating back to pre-Revolutionary days. Originally known as
"Jamaica Plain in Roxbury", the area was settled early on, initially as a

small farming community within the larger Roxbury district.

77T
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Fbxburg, with Jamaica Plain as a smaller conmunity within its boundaries, was
a hot-bed of Revolutionary activity. Joshua Loring, for exanple, a prom nent
citizen and Loyalist, was forced toflee the country, |eavi n? behind al |
ﬁ_osses& ons and the grand Lori ng- G eenough Hbuse when he woul d not renounce

is allegience tothe Gown. Nearby at John Eliot Square, the 3ro_unds of the
First Church i n Foxbury were the scene of repeated cannon fire during the
siege of Boston, and it was fromthe Church green that WIliam Cawes began t he
second | eg of hisfamous M dnight R de of 1775,

Jamai ca Plain devel oped a character of its om within thelarger area of Veést
Fbxburg, whi ch severed its ties with Roxbury proper i n1851. Sim Bass Vérner,
vhose book Streetcar Suburbs i shelpful i nunderstanding the growth and

devel opnent of Boston's suburbs, states: "During the 1820's a charmng rural
village grew up near Jamai ca Pond and along themain street. Centre Street,
which was formerly the highway t o Dedham™ This area, whi ch cane t o be known
as Janai ca Plain, was thepolitical and social center of Vst Roxbury.
Jamaica Plain was sparsely populated until the second half of the 18th
century, when the area becane a popul ar |ocation for the sunmer estates of
such notabl es as Governor Francis Bernard and John Hancock. A series of

i nprovenents i nroads and turnpikes, ca. 1795-1830's, and the laying of the
Boston and Provi dence Rai | road, opened the doors for industrial ?rovwh. B/ the
md-19th century, tanneries and breweries, such as the Haffenreffer Brewery,
were famliar sights. 1n 1873, thecitizens of Wst Roxbury voted t o annex
the town tothe Gty of Boston.

The nost striking physical change for Janaica Plain occurred i nthe 1870's
when streetcar |1nes were extended from Roxbury into Vst Roxbury al on

Vshi ngton and Centre Streets, naking the area available tolarger nunbers of
commuters. The streetcar [ines dramatically changed the area by bringing real
estate speculation, which resulted i nincreased residential, industrial and
muni ci pal  growt h, thus naking possible to t he "ideal" housing
opportunities we now associate with suburbanlife. \drner notes that the

subur bani zation of Roxbury, Vst Roxbury and Dorchester occurred i ntwo waves,
first from 1865-1873 and then during the 1880s-1890s. Wth this second wave
of devel oprment i n housing, cane dozens of schools, libraries and public

bui I di ngs, of which the Bowditch School i sa primeexanple. Franklin Park and
the Arnold Arboretumwere al so being planned at this tine, again providing

evi dence of trenendous civic commttnent.

Built during this second wave of devel opment on the site of an earlier frane
school house, the Bowdi tch School represents the well-intentioned civic
concerns of the day: increased attention was given to fireproof construction,
adequate ventilation and proper lighting. As part of Janaica Plain's rich
school inventory, the Bowditch School shows the pride the community took in
educational structures at this time. This i sevident i nthe high quality of

(conti nued)



Nt »0»Tr  latOUt

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

" _ Bowditch School,
Section number ° Page n Boston, Massachusetts

desi gn, not on!Y of the Bowditch School, but also in other nei ghborhood
educational buildings such as the earliest extant school inJamaica Plain, the
Eliot School (dedicated 1832), through the conﬁl etionof the Margaret Fuller
School  (1891-1892) by Edmund M Wieel wight, the Jamaica Plain Hgh School
1901, 1920s) by Andrews, Jacques and Rantoul, and the Mry E CQurley School
1931) by McLaughlin and Burr.

The urbanization (or suburbanization) of the Geen Street section of Jamaica
Plain began onJuly 27, 1836, when Samuel G Goodrich of Roxbury, gentlenan,
conveyed a large portion of hisland and gardens to John Ashton and Theophil us
Parsons, plus atrust including Charles W Geene, Charles Bradl ey, Levi
Haskel | and others, on a 40-foot wide street "nowbeing nade" (referred to as
Lhion Street) fromJanaica Plain to the DedhamTurnpi ke (Norfolk Deed 111:210).

In June of 1837, a "Plan of Hbuse Lots at Janaica Plain" by A exander
Védsworth, Surveyor, appeared inthe deeds (Norfolk 115:226) with 30| ots of
varying sizes grouped around '*WIlowStreet" running northwest and sout heast,
crossing the Boston and Providence Railroad, and "Boston Avenue" running
northeast fromWIlowStreet. Part of lots 26 and 27 eventual |y becanethe
Bowdi tch School site. WI | owbecane Geene Street on August 14, 1837 and
Boston Avenue was renaned Lamatine Street in 1848.

The Bowditch site i s nade upof three |ots with different histories of

owner ship, acquired by the Gty of Boston at different times. The vacant
northwest | ot at the corner of Geene and Cheshire Streets was purchased from
Roxbury carriage nakers John E and George H WIlians by Joseph Perry,
carpenter, also of Roxbury, on (rtober 7, thereon" to Josiah Capen of Boston,
also acarriage naker (Norfolk 147:293). (harles E Jackson acquired the
house and | ot in 1864 (Norfolk 321:20) and eventual |y conveyed it tothe Gty
of Boston on February 27, 1890 (Suffolk Deed 1923:136). The mddl e and

sout heast |ots were acquired by Phillip Aliens Senior and Junior fromCharles
W Geene in 1844 (Norfolk 316:58). Following aseries of transactions,
Wlliam Vel lington, aVést Roxbury trader, conveyed the mddle |ot to the Tomn
of Vést Roxbury onJune 27, 1863 (Norfolk 316:58) for construction of a
primary school, which occurred soon thereafter. The land and building becone
City of Boston property when Vst Roxbury was annexed i n 1874.

Those two |ots formed the original site for construction of the Bowditch
School .  Charl es Jackson's house was probabl y demol i shed, but the wooden |ate
Geek Revival school house was apparently noved to the southeast adjacent
property, where it still stands Inanaltered state abutting the Bowditch
parking area. Thethird | ot, which of late served as an asphal t-covered play
area, was added to the site onApril 22, 1926, when the city took the property
fromAlice E Fower for unpaid taxes.

(conti nued)



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

i Bowditch School,

Section number _ 8 Eage _Jd Boston, Massachusetts

Built with what were considered to be the finest materials of the day,
granite. North River stone and sandy-col ord brick, the Bowditch School is a
wel | -proportioned, carefully detailed building exhibiting an imginative
interplay of the materials, especially onthe central pavilion on Geene
Street. The fenestration iswell conposed and nade integral to the structure
by the stone trim The interior spaces are generous and airy, wth

wel | -detailed woodwork inall roons and graceful plaster arches inthe central
corridors. The scale, siting and materials of the Bowditch School as a whole
relate well to the imediate neighborhood which features aconfortable mx of
residential and institutional éor_formar institutional) uses such as the ol d
Jamaica Plain Police Station, designed \% George A (dough ca. 1873, and the
Mini ci pal Court, designed by Ednund M Wieel wight ca. 1890. Both are |ocated
a short distance fromthe Bowditch School on Seaverns Avenue.

The Bowditch School was the recipient of [ocal patronage and al ummi support.
The Boston Art Conmission, inits annual reports, [ists several itens of
artistic note within the Bowditch School. For exanple, the artist \lter
dlnman Page (1862-1934), organizer of the Public School Art League, had two
portraits ondisplay at the Bowditch School. Aportrait of Charles Wllard
Hill (1834-1896), the first naster of the Bowditch School from 1890-1896 and a
Janaica Plain resident, hung i nthe Assenbly Foom [t vas purchased in 1898
"with the proceeds of an entertainnent arranged by school." A Mnorial
Service was held inJamaica Plain's Curtis Hall to comenorate Hilli n
Novenier 1896. An account inthe Boston Herald, entitled "Record of a Useful 1
Life", reported that the hall was filled to capacity with present and forner
pupil's as well as school commttee nenbers. Hill was obviously awell-liked
and respected Janaica Plain citizen.

Hill's tenure vas followed by that of Edward Schuerch, wio was naster of the
Bowdi tch School from 189 until at least 1926. H's long reign saw

changes i n the school, including the change froma G rls Ganmer Schoo

%Ga es 4-9) toan Henentary School (Gades 1-3) 1n 1907. Inthe md-1920s,
the Bowditch becane an Internediate School .

While Hill and Schuerch are both inportant individuals i nthe history of the
Bowdi tch School ' s devel opnent. Dr. Elizabeth Catherine Keller, while not a
graduate of the school apparently had closeties with it. Keller (1837-1912)
was, according to a page-one obituary inThe Boston Evening Transcript of 29
Noventer 1912, "Qe of the first four wonen I n the world to study and practice
surgery." Keller was Superintendent for the Hone for Friendl ess Childrenin
Phi ['adel phia, going on to establish ahospital and dispensaryin 1871, alsoin
Phil adel phia. Se was called to succeed Susan D nmock at NewEngl and Hospit al
for Vénen i n Roxbury in1875. Se was resident surgeon there until ca. 1900.
Kel l er had established private practice inJamaica Plain by 1877. Fom 1899
on, Keller took a keen interest inthe Boston School Board, representing the

(conti nued)
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24th \drd on the School Cormittee. Se donated a 34 portrait of herself
(also by Walter GI an Page nentioned above) to the Bowditch School during the
1890s. Keller first lived at Geene and Lamartine Streets, a short di stance
from the school, and later built a mansion at Rockview and Geene Streets,
also only a few blocks anay. That she probably felt a civic respon_5|b|l|t¥] as
a suc_cesslflul! |v\unazn surgeon to the young wonen and girls of the Bowditch School
is quite likely.

Throughout its construction, the school vas referred toas a "Hillside
District Gammar School", first appearing as the "Bowditch School" inthe 1892
report of the Architects Departnent by Ednund M Weel wight. The architect
for the Bowditch School was Harrison Henry Atwood (51863-1 54). (See attached
Appendix A for a partial |ist of buildings designed by Atwood.) Awood had a
Iolng and distinguished career not only as an architect, but also as a
polrtician.

Born i n North Londonderry, Verinont, Harrison Atwood cane to Boston as a young
nan and was educated i n Boston schools. Before training as an architect, he
began hi s career inthe lawoffice of Godfrey, Mrse and John R Bi lard.
Deciding instead to pursue a career inarchitecture, Awood agprentlcedeth
the well known New England architect, Sanwel J.F. Thayer (1842-1893) for three
and a half or four years. Richard Herndon, in his 1892 conpilation, Boston of
Today, states that Atwood was with Thayer for four years fol | owed by "a year
o nore" with former city architect George Qough (1843-1916). Atwood |eft
Qough to begin his om practice in 1886, when he was first listed under
"Architects" inthe Boston Directory, with an office at 22 School Street,
where he renained through 1889. Fom1891 through 1894 he rented space inthe
Stock Exchange Building at 53 State Street and was back on School Street at
Nunbber 13 in 1896. Awood s nane di d not appear again inthe Directory's
classified section until the period from1911 to 1920, when hi s hone address
at 61 Alban Street, Dorchester, was |isted.

Harrison Atwood undoubtedly had a thorough, high quality training which, in
conbination with his om talent, enabled himto set up his om practice at a
young age as well as to qualify for the prestigious position of City Architect
In 1889 at age twenty-six. Before taking over as City Architect, Awood
conpleted the followmng solo projects: the First National Bank buildingin
(hel sea (1888), at a cost of $100,000; a Baptist church on Wodl awn Avenue,
Chel sea; a large warehouse on Friend Street, Boston; and a dozen housesi n
Ashnont between Dudley Street and the MIton line.

Wi | e establishing his architectural practice, Awood was al so involvedin
politics as a State ReBresentative, serving hisfirst full termfrom1887 to
1889. ke wvas the Republican Representativeof Vérd 8 Weést End.  Atwood
participated on the liquor, nercantile affairs and building departnent

(conti nued)
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coomttees. R continued to be active in local and state Republican politics
until late inhis [ife.

Appointed City Architect in 1839 by Mwyor Thonas Hart (28th Mayor, served
1889- 1890, 1900- 19012], Atwood held this position fromMy 16, 189 to March
30, 1891.  In 1891, however, he was renoved fromoffice by the succeeding
Denocratic admnistration of Nathan Matthews (29th Mayor, served 1891, 1892,
1893, 1894). (The Mayor was elected annually until 1895 after which
elections were held brennially. 1In 1909, John F. Fitzgerald becane the first
nayor to enjoy the extended termof four years.)

At this point it seens pertinent to discuss the peculiarities of the City
Architect position (which caused Atwood to be dismssed by one admnistration
and reinstated by the next) and the effect of a one-year nayoral term The
C|t_¥ Architect Departnent vas established in 1874 as a neans of cutting
building costs. Al though poI|t|ca||g appoi nted, hol ders of the position
turned out to be only the nost'qualified of architects, with the first being
Gorge A dough (1843-1914), whose tenure |asted through several nayoral
admnistrations, ca 1875-1883. (It will be renenbered that Atwood trained
briefly wth Qough.) dough began his career as a shipbuilder and |ater
trained wth Snell and Gegerson from 1863 to 1869. K ws responsible for
conpleting at |east 25 Boston schools, including the renowned English Hgh and
Latin School s (1877).

Charles Batenan (b. 1851) followed O ough, serving tw terns, one in 1833 and
a second in 1888 Soe of his nost noted designs include: the 0 Street School
House, St. Cecilia's Church in the Back Bay, the Andrew Carney Hospital in
South Boston and St. Catherine's Church in Charlestown.

Succeeding Batenan vas Arthur H Vinal (1854-1923), a versatile and prolific
architect wo often designed in a Rchardsonian style, as illustrated in his
Engine and Hbose House #33, 1885 and the present Institute of Contenporary
Art, 1886. Atwood, wo cane next in this chronol ogy, ws succeeded by Ednund
March Weel wright (1854-1912). Weelwight's contributions to Boston
architecture were extensive. H vas the subject of a book Francis vérd
Chandl er which dealt exclusively with Weel wight's nunicipal structures for
the City of Boston. H was the last City Architect, serving from 181 to
189%5. Itvas inthis talented group that AAwood bel onged.

In his inaugural address of 1895, Myor Edwn Wton Curtis reconmended t hat
the position of City Architect be abolished. This vas the result of several
factors, the primary one being that although the Architect Departnent had been
initiated to cut building costs, ithad infact becone nore costly to operate
the department with itsstaff than todput the projects out to private bid.
Accusations of political favoritismand the giving of contracts to friends and

(conti nued)
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political favorites were wdespread axd Awood hinself bore the brunt of nany
years of accunul ated frustration with this departnent.

In a highly publicized scandal concerning the awardi n? of contracts for the
work on public buildings, the activities of the Architect Departnent cane
under the harsh scrutiny of the public. Awood, while guilty of bestow n%
favoratism was inreality continuing the practices well established in the
departnent. |t isevident inthe Bowditch Shool that he chose skilled
worknen and contractors for the project. Atwood rose above the scandal, for
th%' contlntjed hi's successful careers in both architecture and politics after
IS event.

Qe of the najor problens with the post vas that it was an appointed one and
therefore inextri cablgleUed to politics. VMat one architect under one
admnistration mght be carried out under three architects from'three
different admnistrations, causing considerable del ays and radical and costly
changes. The building ves oftefii subjected to several “different approaches
before eventual |y being conpl eted and occupi ed.

Exactly what vas required to "qualify" for the position of Gty Architect is
uncertain. Qe item that Awood secured, however, vas a petition signed by
others in the architectural coomunity, as well as those for wiombhe .
conpl eted work. The petition Wss_rﬁresented to the Myor for consideration.
Awood vas reconmended by SJ.F Thayer 1(h,gtv\ood's forner enpl oyer, architect
of the Qarendon Street Baptist Church, Tudor), Carl ner (0iver Aes
House, 357-59 Beacon Street, 505 Beacon Street), John %offord artner wth
Brigham Mine Sate Capitol Building Extension, Missachusetts Sate House
Addition), Charles Brigham (Burrage e, earlier a partner with Sturgis on
the old of Fne Artseq, Qidley JE Bryant (Qd Gty Hall, Boston Gty
Hospital) ad Charles F MK m (Boston Public Library, Agonquin dub), to
nene a few of the nore promnent individuals.

As the appointnent to the post of Gty Architect was annual, i tis often
difficult to ascertain which buildings were designed % which Gty Architect.
Sichis the d|ff|cu|tJ wth Awod s work. Infact, the Bowditch School has
often been attributed to Awood s predecessor, Arthur H Vinal ((11854-1923).
Atwood' s Report of the Architects Departnent for 18%9 (Presente January 30,
1890), however, clearly states: "Hans are about ready for the approval “of the
School Board for the following nened school buildings, viz: - A twelveroom
ranmar school with exhibition hall at the corner of Geene and Cheshire

reets, Janaica Plain, Verd 23...." A this point in Awod s tenure
(January of 1890) the plans for the Bowditch School had not yet been approved
by the School Gormittee.

Herndon, writing in 1892, said of Awood s work: "...and the new work laid

(cont i nued)
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out, conpleted or under contract during his termof office conprises four of
the finest public schools i n Nw England, nanely, the Henry L. Pierce Gammar
School, Dorchester (denolished), the Prince Prinary School, Qunberland and St.
Botol ph Streets (he probably neans the Perkins School which is at that address
and wnich was designed by Atwood. The Prince School was at Newbury and Exet er
Streets, designed %y Geor ge A ough), the Bowditch Gammar School, Jamai ca
Plain and the Adans Prinary School, East Boston."

Qonpl eted ca. 1891, slightly earlier than the Bowditch School, the Perkins
Shool shares with the Bowditch School a restrained and intelligent use of the
Gass[c?l Revival style, aswell asasimlarity innassing, siting and use of
material s.

Atwood' s skill inschool design is apparent inthe structures hebuilt while
Gty Architect, but he obviously maintained a reputation for talented
institutional design and remained aware of current style, technol ogy and
practice, as he was commissioned t oproduce plans |ong after |eavi n? t he
Cty's enploy. Several of hislater plans for school buildings include: the
George Lew s School, 131 Vél nut Avenue, Roxbury, 1912; the Curtis Cuild
School , 5 Ashley Street, East Boston, 1921; the Frank V. Thonpson School, 110
Maxwel | Street, Dorchester, 1922; and, as late as 1935 the Joyce Kil ner
School, 35 Baker Street, Vést Roxbury.

In addition tothe large nunier of public buildings Awood was responsible for
during histermas City Architect andin private practice, he also designed
nany di stinguished residences, primarily 1 nthe Ashnont Hill section of
Dorchester. H s ow house at 61 Alban Street has been the subject of
attention forits unique design. Awood was equal |y adept at designing
institutional and residential structures, in Neo-Oassical, Qeen Ane, Stick
and Shingle styles.

Wil e engaged i n a successful practice, Atwood continued his involvenent in
politics. Form1893t 01897, he was Representative i n Gongress for the 10th
District. 1n1914, Atwood was elected t orepresent Dorchester, Vdrd 24, in
the State Legislature, where he served until 1929. Atwood was a del egate to
nuner ous Republican conventions over the years. This successful mxture of
politics and architecture appears t obe unconmon.

The records aresilent on exactly howthe school cane t obe naned after
Nat hani el |. Bowditch (1773-1838{, an astrononer, noted mathenatician and
i nsurance executive. Although there were several promnent nenbers of the

Bowditch famly naned Nathaniel, it appears nost |ikely, inregard to dateand
IBg\r,]\g_-teLm influence, that the school was naned after the aforenentioned
Iten.

(conti nued)



United States Department of the Interior
National ParK Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

- ™ Bowditch School,
Section number 2 Page Boston, Massachusetts

N.I. Bowditch was born i n Sal em Mssachusetts on Mrch 26, 1773. H's
ancestors had "for three generations followed the sea sothat this |adcane
verr naturally by his passion for ships and sailing." Hewas interested at an
early age incalculations and navigation and went onto wite extensively on
astronomcal and nautical subjects, preparingthe first Amwerican edition of
The Practical Navigator. |In 1823, Bowditch was naned actuary of the
Massachusetts Life Insurance conpany and noved to Boston. He resided at what
was then 8 Gis Pace (noan_thrOﬂ Square) until his death. Mniers of his
famly lived at Gis Place until the house was denolished in 1858 t o nake way
for a newopening to Franklin Street.

Boston's first "Bowditch School" was |ocated on South Street, not too far from
where the famly had nade their hone, beginningin 1861. |n 1874 the school
was relocated tonearby East Street, with the free-standing South Street

school house eventual |y replaced by a rowof three, 5-story |oft buildings
under the trusteeship of one Charles Bowditch et al. The East Street
institution survived until 1884.

Nat hani el | . Bowditch served as the president of the Amverican Acadeny of Arts
and Sciences from 1829 until his death in 1838. Anarded an honorary Master of
Arts fromHarvard in 1802 - nost |ikely coinciding with his publication of The
Practical Navigator - Bowditch receivedthe degree of LL.D from Harvardin
1816, and was nade a Fel | ow of the Corporationof Harvard in 1826. At the
tine of his death he was working on a translation of the 4th vol une of La

Pl ace's Mechani que Cel este.

Menbers of the Bowditch fam |y such as Henry Pickering and Jonathan Pickering,
grandsons of Nathaniel, resided on alarge estate on Pond Street, Mbss Hill,
In Janai ca Plain, perhaps providing another clue to the origin of the school's
nane. J. Ingersoll Bowditch, President of the Arerican Insurance Gonpany, was
the first famly nenbber tobe listed at that address, inthe Boston Directory
for 1856. These later neners of the Bowditch famly continued t o provide
support for the school naned after their ancestor. A plague nentioned by the
Gty Art Conmssion, which has since disappeared, read: "In Gateful
appreciation of the Generosity of Charles P Bowditch by the Bowditch
Teachers." Henry Bowditch, Charles' brother, was a | ong-tine nenber of the
School Committee.

In sunmary, the Bowditch School played an inportant role inthe educational
advancenent of Jamaica Plain citizens for over ninety years. The school is a
prime exanpl e of the endeavors of various Boston City departnents, through the
Architects Departnent, the School Board and the Art Coomssion, as well as the
local citizenry, toprovide high-level educational and cultural opportunities
for the students. Additionally, the Bowditch School is afine exanple of the
'\gtork gf promnent local architect and long-tinepolitician, HarrisonHenry
wood.

(end)
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AFEND X A APRIAL LIST -BULONS DB BY FHFRSINH  AVID

Conpiled from Atwood s obituaries, the Boston Public Library Fine Arts
Reference Index Gards (which arein Iar%e) part gathered from Building

| nspectors’ R
Atwood' s Testi nony,

SHI S
DATE

1888
1889

ca. | 889

ca. | 889
ca. | 890

"y.y.

1890

1892

1891

1891

1892

ca. | 892
1912

Reports), Boston Landnarks

AAIC ADCMERI A BULO NS
NNE AND LGCATI ON
1st National Bank, Chel sea

Breeds Hill Vdéter Tank, Orient Avenue
near Lafayette Avenue, East Boston

Baptist Church, Vdod awn Avenue,
Chel sea

\dr ehouse, Friend Street

Horace Minn School f or Deaf Mites

(Atwood conpl eted the work of Arthur
Vinal), denolished in 1970 s.

Mount Vernon Street Engine House,
Nount Vernon Street, rear of Ad
Harbor Poi nt, Dorchester

Bowditch Gammar School, 80-82 G een
Street, Janaica Plain

Harvard Avenue Fire Station,
16 Harvard Avenue, Brighton

Perkins Primary School, Qunberland and
St. Botolph Streets. Reuse, 1980.

Henry L. Pierce School, Wshi ngton

Street and &l | es Avenue, Dorchester,

Denolished in 1974, CQurrent site of
han Sguare Branch Library.)

Adans Primary School. East Boston.

East Boston District Courthouse.

nmi ssi on Reports, Harrison Henry
Decentoer 1895 - January 1896, and various City Docunents.

SRE
Atwood Test .

Bl dg. Inspec. Rept.

Atwood Test.

Atwood Test.

City Doc./Herndon

Bldg. Inspec. Rep.

Bos. City Doc.
Jan., 1889-92

BPL FA Index File e
Bos. City Docs./
Herndon

Bos. City Doc./
Herndon

Herndon, BOSTON OF TODAY
BPL FA Index File

(continued)
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1912 George Lewi s School , 131 Vil nut Bos. Pub. Sch. Dept.
Avenue, Roxbury
1918 Roslindal e Municipal Building BL FA Index File
1921 Curtis @ild School, 5 Ashley Street, Bos. Pub. Sch. Dept.
East Boston

(end)
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Bullol dings by A wood
DATE NNE AND LGATT ON
1922 Frank V. Thonpson School, 110 Maxwel |
Street, Dorchester
1935 Joyce Kilmer School, 35 Baker Street,
Vést Roxbury
? Roxbury Menorial H gh School
I Boston Clerical Hgh School
(before Engine &Hbok & Ladder Hse.,
1895) Paris St., East Boston

Bowdi t ch School
Bost on, Massachusetts

SORE
Bos. Pub. Sch. Dept.

Bos. Pub. Sch. Dept.

Atwood Ohit.
Atwood Obit.
Atwood Test .

In addition, Atwood was responsible for a nunber of engine houses and police
stations i nBoston, Brighton, Jamaica Plain, East Boston and South Boston
during histenure as City Architect.

RES CBNTT AL BU LO NGB

DATE
1888

1888

ca. | 888

1889

1889

NAME AND LOCATI ON T VA
Hse. for hi nsel f, 61Al ban Street,
Dor chest er .n: \; e 0OpN

2-story wood dwel ling for Charles
Bar ker, Engl ewood Street, Dorchester

Beach hse. for M. Bates, Point ;
Al'lerton

Hse. for Hattie Furbrush,
A ban Street, near V¢lles Avenue,
Dor chest er

Hse. for Jas. Pope, Alban Street,
near Ashnont Street, Dorchester

SARE

Tucci

Bidg. Insp. Rept.
Atwood Test .
Bldg. Insp. Rept.
bl dg. Insp. Rept.

(conti nued)
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1890 Englewood St., Dorchester. 2-story
wood dwelling for J.F. Howl and
1890 3-story, 8-family house for Michael
Garrity, 753 Dorchester Avenue,
Dorchester
1895 Hse. for Sophie Stein, 77 Alban

Street, Dorchester

Bowdi tch School ,
Bost on, Massachusetts

Bldg. Insp. Rept.
Bldg. Insp. Rept.
Bl dg. Insp. Rept.

> (end)



United States Department of the interior
National ParK Service

National Rfegister of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

. A V2 Bowdi t ch School ,
Section number Page Bost on, Massachusetts
Appendi x A3
Bwpl dings by Atwood
DATE NN\E AND LGCATTI ON X SOKRE
1896 Hse. for Lourse(?) & Harve, Sal conbe Bl dg. Insp. Rept.
Street, near Stoughton Street,
Dor chest er
[ - Hse. for Atwood, 87 Al ban Street, Tucci
Dor chest er
1909 Hse. for Atwood, 91 Al ban Street, Tucci
Dor chest er
? Hse. for AAlwood, 5I*5 Tal bot Street, Tucci
Dor chest er
t Hse. for Atwood, 521 Tal bot Street, Tucci e
Dor chest er

KEY TOABBRRMATIONS LHD I NAFFEND X A

Awood Ohit. = Atwood, Harrison Henry. (obituary. THE BOSION HERALDQ
22 Cctober 1954, p. 15.
Atwood Test . = Testimony of Harrison Henry Atwood, CDAMVEATH VS

FEABDY, Massachusetts Superior Court, Decenter
1895 - January 1896.

B Falndex File =Boston Puloic Library Fine Arts Reference Departnent,
Architects Index File

Bos. Pub. Sch. Dept. = W' SITNANNME? NN\ES - BSSION LA C HBENENTARY
ADMDME SHS TTHR GIAN  Bost on:
Boston Public School Departrment, 1980.

Bl dg. Inspec. Rept. =Building Inspector's Reports, Gty of Boston

Gty Doc. = Boston City Docunents, Annual Reports t othe Myor
from the Architect Departnent, 1889-92
Her ndon - R chard Herndon, BCBION - TADAY. Boston: Post

Publishing ., 1892.

(continued)



IMI.

United States Department Of thf interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

74 -1
J'y'* Bowditch School,
Section number n Page Boston, Massachusetts
Tucci = Doughl ass Shand Tucci, THE SECDID SETTLEVENT,

875-1925, ASWY IN THE (RAGONEN @
MCORAN CDTESIHR M I ford, M:
Charlescraft Press, 1974.

(end)
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Bacon, Edwin M., ed.. Bacon's Dictionary of Boston, Boston: 1883.

Boston Directories

Bromley, (*.W.. Atlas of West Roxbury, 1890, 1896, 1914,1924.

Bunting, Bainbridge, Houses of Boston's Back Bay, Cambridge, MA: The Belknap
Press of Harvard, 1967

Chandler, Francis W., Municipal Architecture in Boston, Boston: Bates & Guild
Co., 1898.

Caword, Mry Caroline, Fanous Famlies of Massachusetts, Boston: Little
Brown & ., 1930

Dam(lalggl;)é Charles, AHalf Century of Boston's Building, Boston: Louis P Hager,

Ham |1|920 ADF, Mdern Shool houses, New York: The Swetland Publishing Q.,

Harrel |, Pauline Chase and Smth, I\/hr%]aret Suppl ee, Victorian Boston Today: 10
Wl king Tours, NewEngland Chapter/Victorian Somety i nArica, |19/b.

Herli hy, Hisabeth M, ed., Fifty Years of Boston, Boston: Subconmittee on the
Menorial History of Boston Tercent enary, 1932.

Herndon, Richard, Boston of Today, Boston: Post Publishing G., 1892.

Hewi tt, Levis J., Achievenents of NawEngland Architects and Engineers,
Bost on: Sout hgate Press, 1927.

Jamaica Plain, Boston: The Boston 200 Corporation, 1976.

Langtry, Al bert ed.. Metropolitan Boston: ANMbdern History, New York: Lews
Hi storical Publi shi ng ., 1929.

Massachusetts Superior Court, Gormonweal th vs. Peabody, Testinony of Harrison
H Atwood, Decener 1895-January 1896, Boston: L.H Lane, Printer, 1899.

Mayor s of Boston: An Il ustrated Epi t one of Wb the Mayor s Have Been and WMat
They Have Done, Boston: State Street Trust ., 1914.

Norfol k- County Deeds: 111: 210; 115:226, 281; 144: 218; 147: 96, 293; 157: 282;
173: 223; 209:299. 316:58; 321 20.

Rand, John C, e of a Thousand, Boston: First National Publishing ., 1890.

Record of the Streets, Alleys, Places, Etc. inthe Gty of Boston, Boston:
Minicipal Printing Office, |yuz.

Scully, Vincent J. e Shi ngle Style andthe Stick Style, New Hwen and
London: Yal e Uni versity Press, 1955,

Stanley, EO, Boston and|ts Suburbs, Boston: 1888.

Strayer, Gaorge D, Report of aSurvey of the Public Schools of Bost on,
Massachusetts Boston: City Printing Departnent, 1944.

Suffol k County Deeds: 1418:6; 1672:548; 1923:136; 4572 242; 4794: 122,

Tucci, Doughlass Shand, The Second Settlenent, 1875-1975. ASudy in the
Devel opnent of Victorian Dorchester, leord Mx Charlescraft Press, 1974

Tucci, Doughl ass Shand, Built inBoston, Gty and Suburb, Boston: New York
Graphlc Soci ety, 197ET

Vede, Rufus, School Houses and Public Buildings, CGonmonvealth of

Massachusetts, State Departneni; of Inspection, 1893. .
(conti nued)
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Vérner, SamBass, Streetcar Suburbs, Canbridge, M Harvard Unitersity Press
and MI.T. Press, 1962.

Wheel wight, Ednund March, Annual Report of tne Architect Department, 1892,
1893, 1894, 1895, Boston: Rockwell & Churchill, Gty Printers.

Wheel wright, Ldnund March, School Architecture, Boston: The Barta Press, 1901

Viio' s Vo i n New Engl and, Chicago: AN Mrrquis & @., 1909, Albert Nelson
Marqui s, Editor.
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Bi bl i ographi cal References

"Awood, Harrison Henry", Obituary, Tne Boston Qobe, Cctober 23, 1954.

"Atwood, Harrison Henry", Cbituary, The New York Tines, (ctober 23, 1954.

Hill, Charles Wllard, Menorial Meeting, "Record ot a Useful Life", The Boston
Heral d, Noventer 23, 1896. _ _

"Kel ler, W. Elizabeth C', vituary, The Boston Evening Transcript, Noventer
29, 1912.

Lahr, Ellen G, "Gty Vénts to Change Bowditch Sale Terns, Says Devel oper
Qoup', Janaica Plain Citizen, Mrch 18, 1985.

Menzies, lan, "ABrighter (housing) Picture for Artists", The Boston d obe,
~Decenber 26, 1983. _

Satinsky, Can and O Malley, Tom "Bowditch School: A Chance for Affordable
Housi ng", The Boston Business Journal, Decenber 16, 1985.
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Additional Sources: Cty Resources and Docunents

Bost (igzoArt Comm ssion, annual Reports, Gty Docunent #2: 1912, 1914, 1918,

Boston Landnmarks Conmi ssion, Ashnont Hill Sudy Report, 1979.

Boston Landnar ks Conmi ssion, Dorchester/ Mattapan Survey, 1979.

Bost on Landnarks Conm ssion, Janaica Plain Preservation Study, June 1983.

Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Reference, Architect and Address Index Cards.

Boston Public Library, Governnent Docunents, Boston Gty Docunents, Boston:
Rockwel | & Churchill, Gty Printers, 1886-92.

I nspectional Services Departnent, Gty of Boston, 1010 Massachusetts Avenue.

Massachusetts State Archives, Call #B-5-11, #7429, concerning 1945 renovations.

Public Facilities Departnent, Surplus Property Files, 26 Court Street, Boston.

(end)
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National Register of Historic Places ; NT.-YX - 4iNylesese o e
Department of the Interior ' ' ' - A
National Park Service -V [ ev
P.O. Box 37127 , . V'-NANT-
Washington, DC 20013-7127 "l o NLLTTNL e Xy
Dear Ms. Shull: LoyLy T

Encl osed please find thefollow ng nomnation:

Bowdi tch School, HRGA #11169M\ 80-82 Geene Street, Boston (Janai ca Pl ain)
(Suffolk Gounty), Massachusetts, 02130,

There has been no owner objectionfor the property |isted above.

The nomnation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
si gned the Sate Hstoric Preservation Officer. Qwers were notified of
pendli n? ate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and
vere afforded the opportunity t o conment. S received todate are
attached tothenomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg ~ ~
National Register Drector -
Massachusetts Historical Gonmission

Encl osure;

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tadmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



