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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Office of the Ida County Recorder, Courthouse
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401 Moorehead Street
CITY OR TOWN: ST

Ida Grove
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CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent D Good Q Fair [X] Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

D Altered [3 Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved jX] Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally built as a stagecoach inn, the Moorehead building has also 
served as the .site of many beginning institutions in Ida County- 
religious, educational , political and commercial. It is a badly 
deteriorating one and one-half story L-shaped wood frame structure with 
12 rooms. There is a slight indication of Gothic inspiration on the 
bargeboard of one gable end. Interesting, too, are the diminuative 
second story windows. All exterior enframing appears to be the original 
and is as basic and simple as that of most early pioneer structures. 
Resting on its original site on a small bluff along Timber Creek in 
Moorehead Pioneer Park, the Moorehead Pioneer Stagecoach Inn has 
suffered from interior alteration and neglect. It is protected now 
by the Ida County Conservation Board which is also responsible for 
other nearby buildings of historic interest moved r to-4his location, 
Moorehead Pioneer Park.

-
Yet, although other buildings have been moved tOitff&lgji the general 
proximity of the Moorehead Inn, the bulling is well "screened with 
trees to preserve its individual setting.-; fE3 i
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Moorehead Stagecoach Inn is considered to be one of the most historic 
buildings in all of Ida County, for this, a substantial frame building 
in its time, was the center of activity^for the first fifteen years 
of Ida County History. John H. Moorehead began construction on his 
stagecoach inn in 1856/a year after the western Stage Line began to 
run stagecoaches from Lizzard Point (Fort Dodge, Iowa) to Sergeant 
Bluff (Sioux City, Iowa) in 1855. The Inn was completed in 1863tx^ 
and until 1871 it was the only structure of any significant size 
in the area, a landmark for westward bound travellers and settlers.

The Moorehead Stagecoach Inn was named Ida County's courthouse in 
1860, two years after the county was organized, and served in this 
capacity until the new courthouse was built in 1871,/The first 
election was held here in 1858. It was the first pdSt office and 
John Moorehead its firsj; postmaster (from 1857). It was the site 
of the first medical^peration (an amputation) in 1857, the first 
grade school classes taught by^Miss Van Arsdall, the first ntefriage 
in 1860 and the first churdr'services performed by a visiting 
minister Reverend Landon Taylor. In addition to being the first 
Ida County Postmaster, John Moorehead was Ida County Judge, a very 
important posi tion to hold in the new western counties of Iowa 
at that time.

Protected by the ownership of the Ida County Conservation Board, 
the Moorehead Stagecoach Inn is the only historic structure in 
Moorehead Pioneer Park that is on its original site and which 
touches so many areas of local history. Plans are under way for 
its restoration and use as a museum.
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

42 21 15 " 95° 28 ? 45 "
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Morris C. Hurd. State Historic Society 1 iaisnn Dffirpr
ORGANIZATION DATE

Ida Countv Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:

209 Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Ida Grove
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National \~\ State Q Local 0 
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STATE CODE

Iowa ... 14

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

/I ̂ iJU^lZ^c^^f'^f/L*s"j \ i^y^-î ^^i ~*-*Q x
Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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