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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Reimer House, built in 1850, was originally a duplex in Greek Revival style,
with a two-story center block and two one-story, symmetrical side wings, all
of red brick. The paﬁred entrance is su ognted by a square-columned, one-
story portico?S fﬁ%sto%iggﬁginsg§tggneg tH&™fduse contains a full entablature.
Two brick kitchen buildings, one on each end of the side wings, appear to be
later additions (original houses of this period usually contained a winter

kitchen in the basement and a summer kitchen set away from the home itself),

The downstairs floors are of narrow oak, upstairs of wide pine boards. The
walls are plastered, the woodwork painted white, In the kitchen buildings,
wide, horizontal wainscoting supports a chair rail, with plastered walls above.
All doors have knobs of white or dark porcelain. The house contains the
original gas light fixtures, converted to electricity.

The house has been converted into three apartments, one in each wing and one
on the second floor of the center block, through the use of "temporary par-
titions". However, alteration of the original structure is minimal,

A small (5" x 7') brick structure is located to the rear of the property, It
was at one time used as a smokehouse.

Before alteration, the double house contained nine rooms on each side of a
thick center wall.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Reimer House was built by two early settlers in Elkader, the brothers
Ernest and Henry Carter. Ernest was first a schoolteacher, then merchant,
In 1859 he became president of the McGregor (Iowa) Branch of the State
Bank of Towa, and served as paymaster during the Civil War. He died in
Elkader in 1866.

Later owners have sought to preserve the architectural integrity of this
lovely Greek Revival home. Alterations have been largely limited to

the addition of plumbing and electricity. The classic lines of the house
are a reminder of the high standards of architectural beauty found in
mid-19th-century dwellings. The Reimer House contributes substantially

to the historic ambience of Elkader, not only for itself, but because of
its location across the street from the historic Clayton County Courthouse.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
located on the east corner of Bridge and High Streets
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