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1. Name nf Property
historic name Pillsbury Summer House

other names/site number—Helen Pillsbury House

2. Location

Street & number 45 Old Cove Road n/3  not for publication
city or town Duxbury na vicinity
state MASSACHUSFTTS , code_MA county Plymouth  code_023 Zip code 02232

3 State/Ferieral Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this 0-<»ernination
* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hisjoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

C meets * does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« eationally'B'Sutevvide B”6cally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

NATT75r #2/N ]

Signature of trtifying official/Title ara H. Metz A Date
Massachuset! Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
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"nal Park Service Certification
herepy certify that this property is: if the Keeper Date of Action
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* removed from the
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Name of Property

5 Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private _Xbuilding{s)
~public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure

_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.]

fi Function nr Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

NOMFSTIC: Single dwelling

7. Descriptinn

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MODERN MOVFMFENT- Farly Modern

Narrative Description

Plymouth, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .building
sites
. structures
objects
J. Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Q

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

NnOMFSTIC: Single dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete block piers

walls Redwood .shiplap and board and batten
roof. Asphalt Shingle
other Brick chimneys

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Built in 1938, the Pillsbury Summer House is an early example of a house designed according to the principals of the
modem movement. The house gandsat 45 Old Cove Road inthe northeest quadrant of Duxbury, atown located 30
miles south of Boston inacoadd region of Massachusetts known as the South Shore. Facing south, the houseis sited
on aseduded three-acre lot that extendsto Duck Hill River and the vast Duxbury Marsh on the north. Unpretentious
and characterized by smplefini shesand numerous outdoor spaces, the houseis along, one-room desp, 2-gory
rectangle st pardld to the river and perpendicular to its garage, to which it is connected by abreezeway and
overhead trellis (photo 1). The breezeway and garage screen about 2/3 of the house from view, bresking up the
longitudina massing and dividing the lot into public and private gpaces The living room is oriented toward a private
terrace on the south (photo 2). The north elevation faces the river, viewsof which can be enjoyed from a screened
porch, the living room, and dining room. Along with itsdistinctly early modem feetures, the houseincorporates a
gable roof, double-hung sseh and acenter chimney, reflecting New England's traditional architecture but with a

contemporary spin.

Old Cove Road is anarrow automobile lane that connects Powder Point Avenue on the south to Cove Strest onthe
wedt (See assessors map). Itis a serpentine roadway that winds through woodland. The accessdriveto 45 Old Cove
Road is located a the point where the gtreet curves sharply to the west. Naturalistically landscaped and unpaved, it
runs north off Old Cove Road, terminating near thejunction of the house and garage where it encircles an American
Hornbeam tree. Sat back perhgps 200 feet from Old Cove Road and approximately 60 feet from the high water mark
of the Back River, the house is screened by trees and shrubsas well as dense vegetation aong the shore, allowing it to
blend into its environment.

Exterior

Framed of Ponderosapine and encdlosed by a side-gabled roof, the houseis composed of a two-story main block with a
lower 2 gory service wing that seps down to aone-gtory back porch extending to the eest. A one story, one-room

wing topped by adeck extendsto the west from the main block, and aone story porch, screened on three Sdes,
extends to the north from the west wing. St end to end, the principal sections of the housetotal about eighty-six

linear feet. A fenced service yard a the eedt end extends the house visually ancther ten feet.

A breezeway leads from the eest end of the main block to the garage (photos 1 and 2), separating the entrance from a
private terrace, and shdltering the main entry, which contains a smple wood framed door with four horizontal glazed
pands over asingle wood pand all covered by a screen door with one long screened pand over asingle horizontal

(continued)
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wood pandl. Large aress of glazing, divided into horizonta panesfor both doors and windows, are amgjor character-
defining feeture of the house. Most of the custorm windows contain double-hung saeh with 4/4 horizonta lightsin
smple wooden frames. Typically windows are arranged in pairs or grouped. The south (principal) eevation of the
two-story main block, which faces the terrace (photo 2), isdefined by a group of four glazed 12-light doors that fold
into the living room to open it completely to the terrace. The four doors are echoed a the second story by a group of
four windows. Totheright of those four windows is another group of three (matched below). The dose grouping of
the saven second-story windows calls to mind the strip windows that became a characteridtic feature of modem
architecture. The south-facing strip windows a the first and sscond floorsarejoined by awest-facing window on the
ground floor and double doors to the second floor porch that effectively open the comer to light and the prevailing
southwest breeze. Comer windows are ancther character-defining feature of modem architecture. On the north
eevation, floor to ceiling paired multi-light windows with fixed saeh are st beside asimilar double-hung sash. This
group of large windows, which primarily light the dining room, isdirectly opposite the front door providing views of
the river from the entrance.

Ore brick chimney rises through the center of the main block, and another rises through the ridge of the garage a the
north end. The houseis clad with horizontal shiplap a the first story and vertical board and batten a the second. The
change from horizontd to vertical siding servesto bresk up the long rectangular massand is a contemporary use of
two traditiona types of sheathing. Other notable architecturd details include overhanging eaveswith open rafters and
aone gory tal fence/gate unit of vertical and horizonta louvered pands that formsthe west wall of the breezeway,
screening the main entrance from the terrace. Designed for summer use, the house is not insulated and does not have
centra heet. It rests on concrete block piers covered with fiberboard.

Thetwo-car, M2 story, front-gabled garage hes a smdll lean-to on the eedt, giving it atraditional sdt-box roofline, but
with acontemporary twist in that the saltbox profile isthe facade rather than a sde eevation. Openings condg of two
ssof paired, vertical board, bam-style vehicular doors with iron hardware, apedestrian door a the eest end, and a
triple window in the gable end. An open stairway, screened from the driveway view by vertical boards, rises up the
west devationto alanding a the entrance to living goecein the atfic. A solar collector (ca. 1980) projects ebove the
garage doors and provides hot water to the attic room.

The board and batten and shiplap siding on the house and garage is redwood, chosen becauseit is durable and wes
readily available a the timeof construction. It hes recently been painted alight gray-green, adose match tothe
origina color but perhaps abit more saturated, according to the owner. Window and door trim iswhite with the
exception of red gorn/screen doors a the main entrance and on the north elevation.

(continued)
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Interior

The house contains aliving room, dining room, kitchen, six bedrooms and four bathrooms, plus two screened porches
and two soond floor decks. Anadditiona bedroom and bath are located inthe attic abovethe garage A amdl cdllar
a the eedt end of the house provides accessto the water shut-off Rooms are arranged in linear fashion to maximize
views, light and crossventilation (see floor plan). A notable feature of the floor plan is the absance of soace-
consuming hallways. Interiorfini shesare designed to be smple, unpretentious, and functional. Wallsin the principal
rooms are finished with rough-sawn tongue and groove boards laid horizontally on the ground floor and vertically on
the second floor, echoing the exterior cladding. In two of the sscond floor bedrooms the wall surface is unfinished, but
mogt rooms are painted whiteor light green (living room and dining room). The wall between the living room and
dining room is mosfly painted brick due to the chimney and fireplaces on both sdes of thewall. The painted brick
aurface of the chimney is incorporated into the wall of the bedroom above. Utilitarian and single-bed rooms have
exposed wall framing. Ceilings generdly feature exposad joists, but those inthe living room and dining room are
finished with flush boards painted white. Floors are hard Southem pine throughout. Batten doors with smple caangs
and iron thumb-latch hardware lead into the rooms, anumber of which feature built-in fumiture, typically mede of
birch. Wdl-mounted light fixtures, somedesigned by Eleenor Raymond, are typically metal boxesfitted with
tranducent pands.

The living room, dining room, and entrance hall form the core of the first floor. Inthe living room (photo 3), apainted
brickfireplacewith Heatilator isflankedby simple shelves and cabinets dong the eest wall. The northwall feetures a
built-in sofaincorporating an end table/storage/record player a one end. The dining room (photo 4) features a
fireplaceinits southwest comer, abuilt-in sdeboard and shelving on the west wall, and apair of louvered doors
dividing it fromthe entry hall. A butler's pantry leads from the dining room to alarge kitchen. Both are lined with
open upper shelving, lower cabinets, and birch countertops fitted with sinks. Two utility rooms off the kitchen lead to
a soreenad porch and fenced service areaa the eest end of the house. The guest bedroom at the west end festures a
built-in dresser and an extrawide doorway that can accommodate awhedchair. A small hall provides aocess to the
bedroom, abathroom, and the screened porch on the north elevation

The daircaseto the second floor begins a alanding two steps up from the main entrance hall. Three horizontd rails
visible inthe entry hall give way to a ssimple handrail dong the endosed portion of the stairway. On the second floor,
a hdlway with two smal double bedrooms on the south sde and abathroom and linen doset on the north leedsto the
megter bedroom suite. The latter, which overlooks the terrace on the south (photo 2), includes a dressng room and
bathroom as well as alarge deck accessad by double doors on the west elevation. Another deck over the breszeway

(continued)
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leeds from abedroom to the room over the garage. Two single bedrooms and abath are a the eest end of thehouse in
the service wing. All of the bedrooms are protected from the north wind, which can be severe, by the smal goeces
and dosets on the north sde. The attic over the garage contains living Soecethat was designed as arecregtion/play
room with open suds and rafters. In 1980, a bathroom and kitchenette, as well as insulation and interior rough savn
wall boards were added to convert the soaceto a studio gpartment that could be occupied well into the fall. In
addition, a solar collector was placed above the garage doors on the south elevation to provide hot water to the studio.
Thenorthwall of the studio hes itsoriginal unpainted brick fireplacewith Heatilator that circulates the warmed air
back into the room.

Alterations

The wel-preserved house hes experienced only afew dterations. Those that are visible from the exterior includethe
addition of the solar collector (1980) and the replacement of a portion of the large north-facing dining room window
(1992). The origina configuration was one ten-foot long fixed multi-light window beside an operable double hung
window. A mgor storm damaged the fixed sash, which was replaced with two fixed saeh divided by a sud to creste
added support. A recent alteration is the replacement of the deteriorated red cedar shingle roof with GAP Timberline
ultra lifetime agphdt shingles (2002). On the interior of the main block, the only substantive changeis the widening of
the doors in the first floor guest room, bathroom and adjoining hall to acoommodate awhedchair (1971). A wood
ramp (recenfly replaced) leading to the front door was aso added in 1971.

Landscaping

Although there are planting beds neer the house, generdly, the grounds are not cultivated, being characterized by a
natural woodland landscape with trails leading to the house and down to the river. Among the many mature trees on
the property are two particularly fine giant beech, severd large birch, and anumber of towering white pines. Some of
the plants near the house that were added by the family include hosta, dogwood, viburnum, and an espdiered peer tree
that climbs over the trellis a the entrance. The landscgpe hes evolved over time, with some of the pines having died
out and the birch becoming quite large. The circular planting area created by the driveway around the American

Hombeam tree in front of the housewas originally filled with various scmbs and natura plants that have died out as
the tree grew to shedethe area.

(continued)
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Furnishings

The houseretains itsoriginal fumitureas well as objects added over timeby Mrs. Helen Pillsbury, whousd it esa
ammer residence for forty years. All of the fumiturereflectsthe modem aesthefic of the 1930s and 40s, and some of
the pieces were designed by Alvar Alto, one of the magter architects of the modem movement. Most of theliving
room fumitureis mede of rattan. The dining room features atable designed for the house using plywood, which was
then anew and technologically exciting material embraced by modernists. Bedrooms contain smpletwin beds some
of which were cusom built. Beige floor to ceiling drapesin the living room and yellow drgpesin the dining room are
drawn when the weether tums cold.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Nafive American stes are currenfly identified on the nominated property, stes may be present. Nine
dtes are recorded in the generd area(within one mile). One site, the Powder Point Site (19-PL-341), incdludesthe
entire peninsula known by that nameimmediately eest of the Pillsbury House. The ste was identified on the basis of
artifact collectionsfrom that areadating back to the 1880s Occupations dating from the Middle Archaic through Late
Woodland periods have been identified from that area. Environmental characterigtics of the property indicate
locationa criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of ancient Native
American dtes. Much of the property and the areaincludes level to moderately doped coagd landforms composad of
well drained soils formed in glacial outwash deposits. The houseislocated within 400 feet of the Back River that
drains to Duxbury Bay. The areaiis located within the South Coagtd Shore drainage region. Given the above
information, the sSze of the property (3.2 acres), and limited landscgping and constmction on the lot, ahigh potentia
exigs for locating ancient Native American resources on the Pillsbury Summe House property.

A low potentia exigts for the recovery of significant historic archaeologica resources on the nominated property.
While Duxbury was settled early inthe 17* Century, digpersed famsteads characterized much of the town unfil the
late 19* Century when coagtd areeswere divided for agrowing seesond resort use that developed into acommuter
suburb in the mid-twentieth century. Some maritime use was d o present in the town; however, none has been
identified in the area. Infact, no historic land use has been identified prior to construcfion of the Pillsbury House
Limited agricultural use of the areamay be characterigtic of mogt land use on the property prior to 1938.
Archaeology dtatement

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Marl "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

Plymouth, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1Q'Rtn 1354

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a
Cultural Affiliation

n/a

Architect/Builder

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Eleanor Raymond and Sarah P. Harkness (architects)

within the past 50 years. James W. Douglas & Son (building contractor)

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National

Primary location of additional data:

X. State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

jeLocal government

Register _ University
_ designated a National Historic Landmark _ Other
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:

#
_recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
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8. Statement of Signiflcance

The Rillsbury house a 45 Old Cove Road is significant as arare and pioneering example of modem architecture and
as the first building designed by Sarah Pillsbury Harkness (b. 1914), afounder of The Architects Collaborative (TAC).
Harkness, who now owns the house, designed it in 1938 in collaboration with and under the tutdage of the noted
modem architect, Eleanor Raymond, who is the architect of record for the house. Built as a summer residence for
Harknesss parents, the houseisin mint condition both inside and out. It isthe only documented example of modem
architecturein Duxbury, acommunity that is defined by its Colonia, Federd, and Colonia Revivd architectura
syles. Because modem houses are rare in generd, and because of the prominence of its architects, the houseisdso
significant on a satewide leve, hi addition, snce mogst known early modem houssswere built as permanant
resdences, the house a 45 Old Cove Road is arare example of an early modem house designed for seesond

occupancy.

Principles of the modem movement in architecture that are expressad in the houseinclude its emphadis on regularity
rather than symmetry, aosence of extraneous omament, colorsreflecting nature, rowsof windows, built in fumiture,
expangve openings that blur the lines between indoor and outdoor gpaces, and using traditional dements in anew
way, for example combining shiplap with board and batten siding or the use of multi-light sseh with horizontd rather
than vertical panes A magjor character-defining feature isthe emphasis on horizonta lines as ssenin the window
muntins, stair and deck railings, trellis, and interior wall surfaces. The house was designed and painted gray-green to
blend into the natura landscape while taking advantages of views and disturbing the land as little as possible,
concepts that were centrd to the modem movement and that reflect Harkness's training in landscape architecture as
well a her mother's loveof the natura environment. The house a 45 Old Cove Road retains integrity of design,
location, setting, materids, feeling, workmanship, and association; and fulfills National Regigter criteria A and C a
the gateand locd leves,

Sattled in 1628 and incorporated in 1637, Duxbury began as afarming community that claimed legendary Pilgrims
William Brewster, Myles Standish, and John Alden among itsfirst settlers. For over 100 years the town was
characterized by digpersed farmateads, but given the coagta |ocafion, water trangportation was acondant feature of
town life. Smdl shipyards emerged to meat the nesds of locdls, but after the American Revolufion, shipbuilding
deveoped in eamest, and the Duxbury economy was driven by it for some seventy years. Coadld aressin the vicinity
of shipyardsbecame densdy settled villages. Washington Street, laid out in 1798 pardld to the bay, was quickly lined
with Federd housesbuilt by sea captains and shipbuilders. Listed in the National Register of Historic Flaces asthe
Old Shipbuilder's Higtoric District, it remains Duxbury's mogt historically significant residenfia street. After the

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approva No. 1024-O0lI(
(5%9)

United States Department of thelnterior
Nationa Park Service

National Regigter of Historic Haces
Continuation Shest NN

Pillsbury Summer House
Duxbury (Plymouth), MA

Section number 8 Pege 2

decline of shipbuilding inthe mid-19th century, the economy sagnated and the town experienced dmost no
devdopment unfil the railroad arrived in 1871. Enterprising busnessmen, recognizing the virtuesof the Duxbury
coadtline, saized the opportunity to transform the town into ahaven for summer people. From the 1870s to the 19605
subdivision of coagtd lands and the building of seesona houseswas the primary real estate devdopment activity in
town, hi the 1960s when alimited accesshighway (Route 3) was extended southward, Duxbury began itstransition to
the commuter suburb of Boston thet it remains today.

Duxbury's earliest summer houseswere modest variations on the Victorian Eclectic, Queen Anne, and Shingle-styles
popular in the late-19th century, hi the early 20th century, with the rise of the preservation movement and itsdose
cousin, the Colonia Reviva movement, Duxbury'srich supply of 18th and early 19th century cgpesand sea captains
housss became sought after for restoration es summer homes. Builders of new housestypically copied the designs of
the padt, aColonid Revival aesthetic that continues to the present day. Throughout its history, Duxbury architecture
hes been modest and stylistically conservative. Asnew styles were introduced in the 19th century, they were dow to
appeax in Duxbury, and such advances as the center hdl plan of the mid-18th century did not make an gopearance in
Duxbury unfil the early 19th century. To this day, the center chimney remains a character-defining festure of
Duxbury's resdentia architecture.

In this context, the early modem Pillsbury Summer House was particularly ground-bresking. But, not only was
modem architecture revolutionary in Duxbury, it was dso just beginning inthis country, hi the late-1930s when
Harkness and Raymond designed the Pillsbury house, Cambridge, Massachusetts was poised to become the nationa
hub of modem architecture. Thiswas due to the arrival of Walter Gropius, who emigratedfi” omEurope in 1937 to
become Chairman of the Department of Architecture & Harvard's Graduate School of Design. Gropius, afounder of
the modem movement, apreeminent practitioner of modem architecture, and arevered teecher of the modernist
philosophy, had founded a schoal of architecture known as the Bauhausin Germany in 1919. One of the underlying
philosophies of the Bauhaus and the modem movement was a conoept known as"'functionalism.”

Sarah P. Harkness explains this concept as it gpplies to 45 Old Cove Road inthe following text that she wrotefor this
nomination: "What the Pillsbury House principally shareswith the modem movement is 'functionalism' ~
functionalismin dl its forms-- planning, relation to the site, orientation to the sun and wind and interpretation of the
client's nesds Design depends on form and materids rather than style or decoration. The Gropius House in Lincoln,
MA [NR-1988; NHL-2000] was built inthe same year as the Pillsbury House in Duxbury. The flat roof, sed
windows and cubic form of the Gropius House contrast with the pitched roofs, double-hung sash windows and soreed-
out plan of the house in Duxbury. The Gropius House hes an industrial character while the Pillsbury House draws

(continued)
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ingpiration from New England bams. Both houses, however, incorporate the modemist goproach of functionalism
taught by Gropius." The following quote from an article on the house published in Architectura Fomm (1941)
captures the essence of funcfionalism as expressed in the Pillsbury House:

Il isnot often realized that the summer house has special potentialities of its own, that even inthe northern Satesthe
factor of seasonal usepermits akind ofplanning quite differentfrom that requiredfor ayear-round residence. Inthis
house, for instance, thelong narrow shape, excellentfor light and ventilation, imposes no extra expensefor insulation,
weatherstripping and double glazing. Similarly, thebigopening in theliving room isvery simply taken care of, since
protection against winter weather need not be considered. It will benoted that theplayroom over the garage is entirely
isolated, and can bereached only by going out of doors. Theplan, very conveniently arranged and well oriented, has an
especially goodfeature inthedownstairs bedroom and adjoining porch; thelatter is easily reachedfrom the living room,
is open onthree sides, and yet takes lightfrom none of the rooms.

Sarah Fillsbury Harkness and Eleanor Raymond designed the house a 45 Old Cove Road when Harkness (then Miss
Pillsbury) wes athird year student a the Cambridge School of Architecture and Landscgpe Architecture (The
Cambridge School; 53 Church Street, Cambridge; NHL 1991). Established in 1916, when few architecture schodls
admitted women. The Cambridge School was the first for women architects. In the late-1930s, the school was
absorbed by Smith College, but it closed in 1942 when wormen were admitted to Harvard's Graduate Schodl of
Dedsgn. Harknesssfather, Samud H. Fillsbury, purchased the land in Duxbury with the hopethat his daughter would
design the family a summer house. Harkness discussed the project with Henry Atherton Frogt, founder and heed of
The Cambridge School, who suggested she work with his former partner Eleanor Raymond, and use the project ssa
practicum or intemship. Harkness went to work in Raymond's office a 126 Newbury Street in Boston, where thetwo
designed the house, with Harkness serving as assodiate architect.

Eleenor Raymond (1887-1989) was among the first women to sudy architecture a The Cambridge School, where she
later taught. After graduation in 1919, she pracficed architecture with Henry Atherton Frost, opening an independent
pracfice concentrating on domestic architecture in 1928. Her early designswere inthe Colonia Revival style, but after
visiting the Bauhausin 1929, he embraced the principals of the modem movement. When she retumed she designed a
housefor her dgter that isbdieved to be the first (1931) modem housein New England. It dandsat 12 Park Avenue
in Bdmont (MHC #238). Another of her houses, which bears some similarity to 45 Old Cove Road, dandsat 15
Longfellow Park in Cambridge (The Frost House, 1935). Se dso designed an early (1948) solar house a 49

Powisstt Street in Dover (MHC #110) for MIT professor, Maria Telkes, apioneer inthe field of solar heefing. In
1961, Raymond was dected a Fellow of the American Ingtitute of Architects.

(continued)
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Sareh Fillsbury Harkness, bom in Swampscott (MA) in 1914, received her Master's degreein Architecture in 1939
from Smith College. Callaborative design, beginning with the Pillsbury Summe house, was the centra theme of Mrs.
Harknesss career. In 1945, she and her husband, John (Chip) Harkness and four other young architects invited
Water Gropiustojoin them informing The Architects CoUaborafive. TAC, which existed unfil the late 1990s, and
with which Harkness remained associated throughout her career and while raising seven children, became a premier
architecture firm with an intemational reputation. Primarily known for her institutional work with TAC, Mrs.
Harkness dso collaborated on various domestic projects, including Six Moon Hill in Lexington, where she and her
husbend designed their principal resdence (MHC #536). In collaboration with other TAC principas, Mrs. Harknesss
important commissons includethe Library and the Olin Arts Center a Bates College (Lewiston, ME), the Anita
Tuvin Schlecter Auditorium a Dickinson College (Carlide, PA), the Fox Lane Middle Schoadl (Bedford, NY), the Art
School Addition a the Worcester Art Museum (MA), and the C. Thurston Chase Learning Center of the Eaglebrook
Schoal in Deerfidld (MA).

Mrs. Harkness sarved as New England Regiond Director of the American Insfitute of Architects (1974-1976), Vice
Presdent of the American Ingtitute of Architects (1978), and president of the Boston Society of Architects (1985). She
was dected afellow of the American Insfitute of Architectsin 1979. Her only other work in Duxbury isan addifion a
16 Crooked Lane on Powder Point. Designed to complement that important Stick-style house, it does not use the
modem vocabulary, leaving the Old Cove Road house arare example of her domestic work.

In arecant interview, Harkness stated that she was responsible for the dte planning, massng matters and generd
layout of the house while Raymond's influence can be seen in the use of horizontal shiplap cladding on thefirst story
and the vertical board and batten on the second story as well as in the design of the breezeway's louvered wall. Ms.
Raymond designed the horizontal -paned windows and influenced the choice of interior finishes, fumishings and
fixtures. Harknesss mother, Helen Pillsbury, dso played a coUaborafive rolein the design. She requested the pitched
roof afeaturethat isunusua in modem architecture where the flat roof is characteristic. Mrs. Pillsbury was dso
responsible for thefini shedwalls and ceilings and the painted surfaces in the principal rooms. Harkness leaned toward
open framing, such as that in the service wing.

According to Harkness, the sifing of the house was influenced by the existing landscape, especialy by four large pine
treesthat grew in arow on the north sde of the house. Only one of those pines remains, but anumber of graceful
birch treeshave become a dominant feeture aong the north elevation. Among the thingsthat attracted the Pillsburys to
the property was the abundance of trees. Mr. Pillsbury was 0 taken with the land that he hired Ddlano and Keith, civil
enginears, to prepare a contour map of the site. That 1937 ste plan, which now hangsin the entry hall, records the

(continued)
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location of every tree on the property including white pines, birch, mountain ash, ogk, red cedar, wild cherry, beech
and rows of oruce. After the house was congtructed, the landscape evolved to its present gppeaerance, greatly
influenced by Mrs. Pillsbury, who vaued an informal, natura setting.

Prior to purchasing the land a 45 Old Cove Road, the Pillsburyshad rented summer housesin Duxbury for anumber
of years. Among them was the 1808 King Caesar House & 120 King Caeser Road (MHC #28; NR - 1978). Ore of
Duxbury's mog significant Federd period houses, it was built by Duxbury's premier shipbuilding magneate, Ezra
Weston 11, known as King Caesar, as was his father. The Pillsburys had the opportunity to buy the King Caesar house,
which is now ahouse musaum owned by the Duxbury Rurd & Historical Society, but decided to build amodem
house ingead. The decision was likely influenced by the fact that their daughter was an architecture sudent as well as
the fact that the land they purchased became available a the right time. The land was part of a 1937 subdivison of a
large parcd owned by H.F and ELR Day. The ten-lot subdivision extended from Powder Point Avenue to Duxbury's
Old Cove, which isformed by abend inthe Duck Hill River. The Fillsburyspurchased three of the four lots with river
frontage (lots six, seven and eight), which are shown on the subdivision plan covered with trees and labeled "Beech
Grove." A row of ten bath houses associated with the Town Landing to the northwest sood aong the river. Tothe
dismay of Mrs. Rillsbury, the bath houseswere removed by the sdler just prior to conveying title.

The building contract for the house and garage was drawn on April 9, 1938 between Helen W. Fillsbury ad
contractor James W. Douglas & Son, Inc. of Hull, MA,. The contract, prepared by Eleanor Raymond and Sareh
Pillsbury, caled for the work to be substantially completed by July 15, 1938 a a cost of $16,065 and according to
specifications and drawings daeted March 1938.

Although the house was designed as a summer residence for Samud and Helen Pillsbury, Mr. Pillsbury died on May
19, 1938, afew months before the house was completed. Bom on December 29, 1873, Samud Hde Fillsbury
graduated from Harvard with alaw degreein 1897, having served as an editor of two Harvard newspgpers ~ the
Lampoon and Crimson. In 1919, Mr. Pillsbury, atria lawyer, formed the law firm of Pillsbury, Dana and Y oung,
which issfill inexigence as Bingham, Dana and Gould. In 1912, he married Helen Farrington Watters (18386-1978)
and proceeded to have three children ~ Samud, Sarah, and Frederick. The family's principal resdencewess a 173
Adams Stregt in Milton, MA, which was the birthplace of U.S. Presdent George Herbert Walker Bush.

Mrs. Pillsbury, who lived to be ninety-two, summered in the house for someforty years, gathering her family, which
eventualy included fourteen grandchildren. The two single rooms a the east end of the house were occupied by her
live-in helper. An avid gardener, Mrs. Pillsbury was amember of the Duxbury and Milton garden clubs, and is
remembered for the creative arrangements of marsh grasses and other natural vegetation that graced the house during

(continued)
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her ownership. Her artistic sensibility isdso reflected inthe fumishings and in her choice of artwork, some of which
takesthe form of pogtersbrought back from her many tripsto Europe. Rather than framing the pogters, she smply
tacked them up on the walls, anod to the funcfionalism of the house. Another theme of the artwork she displayedis
that much of it was created by tdented family members and friends.

Frederick Pillsbury, ajoumalist and the youngest of the Pillsbury children spent summers at 45 Old Cove Road with
his parents, and continued to summer there with hiswife, Mary (Bina) and their three children. Activities included
Ring-Pong in the rec-room above the garage, swimming and canoeing on the Duck Hill River, as well as sail racing
and tennis a the Duxbury Y acht Club, which was acentrd feature of the family's summer life. Then and now,
amme days conclude on the screened porch, which isthe family's favorite summer gathering place. Upon Mrs.
Pillsbury's deeth, her three children inherited the house The two brothers transferred their interest to Sarah Fillsbury
Harkness, who till owns the house and occupies it with her family as a summer residence. Both the exterior and
interior of the house including the fumishings, paintings, and various collectionsremain primarily as they were in
Mrs. Pillsbury'slifetime, o that the house continues to reflect her tagte and her spirit.

Archaeologica Significance

While numerous ancient Native American sites have been recorded in the Duxbury area, few have been systematicdly
or intensively studied, limiting their level of interpretation. Many sitesremain undocumented with locationa
information only. Collectionsresearch has contributed someinformation relafing to cultural chronologies, tool
technologies, and ste type/function basaed on inferences from artifact tool types and location; however, these
collections may reflect collector bias for locations and materids and usualy lack intrasite provenance. Professiond
archaeologicd surveys and excavations conducted over the last 25 years as part of cultural resource manegement
dudies have contributed addifional information; however, among over 2,000 such studies conducted gatewidein
Massachustts, only two were in Kingston. Given the above information, pattems of ancient Nafive American
sttlement in Duxbury remain poorly documented.  Any surviving sites on the property or in the town havethe
potentia to contribute valuable information relating to the town's Native American history. Native Siteslocated on
the Pillsbury House property may contain information that documents the growth of settlement in the South Shore
Coadtd locde and the roleit played in the devdopment of aregiona Native American settlement core that evolvedin
that area Information may exist that documents the reasonswhy a core developed in this area, possibly as a function
of s leve rise and the floral and faunal resourcesthat developed in upland and marine related ecosysems.
Information may exist that documents the distribution of ste types and functions within this area and how that
distribution changed through time. Information may exist that documents the importance of this areato Nafive ad
ultimately European populations during the early historic or Contact period.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verba Boundary Description
The house gandsin Duxbury on parcd 180-063-006 of the current Duxbury assessors map.

Verba Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the entire parcel historically associated with the house.
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Looking N & south eevation (living room)
hiterior: living room, looking E

Interior: dining room, looking NW
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The Commonwedth of Massachusdtts.

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commoj~wealth ,
Massachusetts Historical Commission

October 13, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Pillsbury Summer House, 45 Old Cove Rd., Duxbury (Plymouth), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg n
National Regigter Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

(0 01 Saeh Haknes
Karen L. Davis, conaultant
Jody Hal and Matha Himes Duxbury Higtorical Commisdon
Hlizabeth Qullivan, Duxbury Board of Sdedimen
Thomes Broadrick, Aanning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



