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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Specifications for Saline Courthouse   and those for a similar structure in 
each of the eight districts into which the Gherokee Nation was divided   were 
carefully set down in the 1883 law that authorized their construction!

Be it further enacted, That the court houses herein 
provided for shall be of the following specifications and 
dimensions, of wood or stone, and not to exceed in cost one 
thousand dollars, to wit; Twenty-one feet in width, by 
thirty-three feet in length, two-stories high, with walls 
sixteen feet - one room in the lower story and four rooms in 
the second-story, connected by a flight of stairs from the 
inside; to be furnished inside of the ceiling with raised 
platform, and jury-box, and bar, with two doors below and 
one door to each room above, with eight windows, eight 
lights, ten by sixteen each, above and below, and the whole 
painted inside and out with lead and oil, and covered with 
first-class shingles; and for the purpose of furnishing the 
same with all necessary stoves and furniture the sum of two 
hundred dollars for each court house, herein provided for, 
is hereby appropriated.

The courthouse, of wood, was constructed sometime between 1884- and 1889. It 
is the only one of the nine still standing today. Serving no official need after 
statehood in 199?, tt*6 old building deteriorated slowly over the years until 1953, 
when the Ransom family bought it, changed the interior sufficiently to make a 
comfortable country home. In 1970 the entire 1^4-acre property was sold to the 
State of Oklahoma.

Also on the grounds of special interest are: a 15 x 20 foot stone spring 
house (said to have doubled as an early-day jail), a nearby maple (believed by 
some to have been the tribal "execution tree"), a half-dozen ancient gravestones, 
and the now unmarked sites of the large store building and nearby blacksmith shop 
that figured in Saline Courthouse's most famous (and tragic) historic event. The 
spring   described years ago by an oldtimer as "one of the finest cold springs in 
the Ozarks"   joins Snake Creek some distance away. The state is preserving the 
property, plans to develop it eventually into a meaningful tribute to the Gherokee 
Nation's well organized and generally effective judicial system.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Saline Courthouse is a not unhandsome physical reminder of the well organized 
and quite effective judicial system brought by the Gherokees from their homeland 
in the Southeast and re-established here in Indian Territory.

Court was held at Saline at stated intervals. A judge usually came up from 
Tahlequah, the nation's capital, to preside. It was only natural that a small 
settlement should grow up to serve it. Soon Saline had, in addition to the two- 
story courthouse with its broad gallery, a blacksmith shop, a church or two, a 
school, a doctor's office, and a large general store.

One Thomas Eaggett, a white Alabaman and a lawyer, married to a Cherokee woman, 
owned the store "that tragic September 20, 1897* when three fine and upright men 
were brutally slain," to quote a latter-day (and part-Cherokee ) chronicler. In 
short order Baggett was shot down from ambush, the man who probably witnessed it 
was bludgeoned to death with a gun or a bottle (presumably by the murderer), and 
the sheriff trying to investigate the affair was killed, how and by whom was never 
determined. Itie incident was as complicated and confused as it was tragic and the 
Cherokee courts never could figure it out to their complete satisfaction. But the 
fact that here "three fine and upright men were brutally slain" no one questioned.

Unrelated to these tragedies are those hinted at by inscriptions on the weathered 
stones a hundred yards or so in front of the courthouse. Consider the broken one 
belonging to A. J. Colvard. "Born - - - - 1858 Murdered - - - - 1892." And at 
the bottom the poignant cry: "lake care of my children."

Significance of Saline Courthouse, however, lies not so much in specific 
events taking place in the old building or on the grounds around it as in its 
symbolic representation of the Cherokee Nation's judicial system. In Tahlequah, 
capital of the Nation, still stands the Cherokee Supreme Court building, itself 
in the National Register. Saline, as sole survivor of the Nation's nine district 
courthouses, would seem no less deserving of preservation.
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