AREA FORM NO.
72/314-11

FORM B - BUILDING -

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON e
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTQN, MA 02108

Town Brookline MRA
|  Address 72 Walnut Street

| Historic NareHotel Kempsford

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)
staple to left side of form Use: Present apartnment house

Photo mximber Original apartnent hotel
DESCR PTI ON * "

Date . 1875
Sour ce Anerican Architect and Building
KETCH MAP , , _ Hews
Show property's location i nrelation 5] _2 Victorian Gothic
to nearest cross streets and/or , .
geographi cal features. Indicate Architect A~ Smith
al | buildings between inventoried ,
property and nearest intersection. Exterior wall fabricbrick and sandstone

Indi cate north. OutbuildingS*"£28-2cargarage

See attached map. N Major alterations (vith dates)
Boston South Quadrangl e 1975- noder ni ze apartnents
U MReference:. 19/325420/ 4688440
Myp #. 75
Mved no Date
Approx. acreage 4514 Sq.ft.
Recorded by Carl a Benka SettingAt thefoot of Hgh Street Kill
Organi zation Brookline Historical Gm in residential neighborho.od of nostly
Dat e April 1985 two famly andnulti-fam |y houses with
. e e e little setback fromsidewal k.

(Stapl e additional sheets here) -fi



ARQITECIURU SGNIFHCANCE (Describe idi?)ortant architectural features ad
evaluate in teams of other buildings within the CDnununity.)

Built to conplement the brick and sandstone building on the comer, inmmediately abutting
this structure,"the"Hotel Kenpsford" was designed i nan alnost identical architectural
style and *quite simlar to 7-9 Harvard Square which dates from 1876. Many architectural
details give this builfling a highly distinctive appearance, including the brick patterns
on the upper floor, stone banding, and stone brackets.

HSTARCL SGNHCANE (Explain the role owmers played inlocal or state
history nd how the building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.)

Eben Wight, who built this apartment houses, also built the Hotel Adel aide at the corner.
Both were designed by (bed Smith who Iived i n Brooklineand designed a nunber of single
fam |y houses i nvarious neighborhoods of the town. Wight,-however-, lived-i-it-Nahant-and
rented units inthis building to people wo worked in Brooklineand those who worked in
Boston and could commute vi a the nearby railroad with a station i n BrooklineVillage,

just across Boylston Street. John Koch of the American Screen Conpany (see formfor

302 Washington Street), lived here.

In a letter to the American Architect and Building News of 1884, (bed F. Smith decribes
the roomarrangemant i n the units as having the parlor, dining room etc. on one floor

and the chanbers and bedroons on the floor above with the two floors connected by a private
staircase. Smith indicates that his design my have been one of the earlier ones of this

type to be conceived.
72 Wl nut Street nmeets NR criteria G being a very early, i fnot first, exanple of the duplex

concept in-apartnment-house architecture and a fine and unusual exanple of Victorian Gothic
comrercial architecture in. Brookline.

B Bl GFH/ and/ or REFERENES (nene of publication, author, date and publisher)

At | as-1874, 1884 : .
Tape | sit-1874-76
American Architect and Building News-V.16, Nov. 29, 1884, p.261

“ | - 78

’ L L1}



NPS Fonn KMOCM
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

OMB No. 1004-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Rage

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Brookline MRA

State MASSACHUIKTTy
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
51. House - Ejrt«rea in tke " P eeper
(156 Mason Terr.) BaM W x AAAAAA
52. Houses tt flCeeper  ggV-iN-t-"wcM p kok™
(76—96 Harvard Ave.) Eatwehl fit « o
53. Hotel Adelaide Entered Ifitfti peeper
Attest
54. Hotel Kempsford Entered in t3ia 6l ?eeper
National Bi»ipLater
Attest

55. Jackson, Thaddeus, House Entered la tiM  MTteeper  /XI<KIN-'Z<----["YN ] ["A?K3i

National leffister

Attest

56. Kilsyth Terrace Eirtered la the (K eeper
Hatloiml Be«ister

Attest

57. Linden Park Entered ia tle  peeper

National Btt«l*t»r

Attest

58. Linden Square Entered la tte eeper
National Bei”star

Attest

59. Lynch—0' Gor man House :

y Ert®r®d la tjM I"T Teeper
la94<sfed Bikfistef

Attest

60. Milestone Entared ia eeper

(Harvard  St.) National 5ecl»t«r

Attest

J Pj/kplg}
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WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" Jum 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Hotel Kempsford (Brookline MRA)

Norfolk County ~7~

MASSACHUSETTS . 4 195
Working No. [ n
Fed. Reg.D a t e i ~
Date Due: lofilkA A - =N lyylf
Action: > "rgPT ~r7 ~<f S

* resubmission Entep»4 £t the RETURN

* nomination by person or local government Jfatlon”™' |"er A t— REJECT.

O owner objection Federal Agency:

Q appead

Substantive Review: « sample * request im appeal [Z] NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Stitui Preeent Un
Public Acquiiltlon AceeMible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Cheek ona Check one

excellent e deteriorated unaltered original lite
ED good d ruint Q altered nnoved date.
o fair O unexpoied

Describe the present and original Of known) physical appearance

im summary paragraph * *

e completeness i

e Clarity

« alterationsl/integrity . -4, 4"
* dates

CHboundary selection TN et [ e



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance ? on«pa/40r"D/>"

« summary paragraph Sfjiye’c or-rl.
e completeness n-""> A T
e clarity At

e applicable criteria v '

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

« context

Q relationship of integrity to significance Mr

e justification of exception *

» other

e <.I

RITRAE I S

9. Major Bibliographical Reference*

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

«if:inf

Verbal boundary description and justification .
r.; oo’ o fi'-

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature oo

title date

13. Other

e Maps
e Photographs

fro% 1
e Other e
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:.

Comments for any itsm may be continued on an attached sheet
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