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7. Description

Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS:
Classical Revival

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: Brick, Stone, Asphalt

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The Chapin School is located in the Willimansett neighborhood of the city of Chicopee, MA, on an
approximately 1.36-acre, flat, triangular lot (Figure 1). Situated at the intersection of Chicopee and
Meadow streets, the largely asphalt-paved lot is enclosed by a chain-link fence and is sited approximately
1,400 feet west of the Connecticut River, and 0.8 miles southwest of the Willimansett-Holyoke Bridge.
The 2¥4-story, red-brick school building was constructed in a series of three building campaigns in 1898,
1905, and 1911. The two red-brick additions, attached to the north and south elevations of the original
1898 structure, established three fully integrated building sections, creating an exaggerated cross-style
plan (Figure 1). Executed in the Classical Revival style, the three-part building exterior features corner
pilasters, pedimented entrance pavilions, evenly spaced windows with cast-stone sills and keystone
lintels, and a denticulated wooden cornice.

The original (center) section of the building, constructed in 1898, measures eight bays wide, including a
three-bay recessed section (Figure 1, Photo 4). In 1905, an addition measuring four bays wide and ten
bays deep was added to the south elevation of the original 1898 building (Figures 1 and 6, Photo 5). A
second addition, constructed in 1911, was added to the north elevation of the original building, measuring
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eight bays wide and eight bays deep (Figures 1 and 7, Photos 1, 2, and 6). The entire building features a
varied roofline, with hipped roofs on the 1898 and 1911 sections, and a flat roof on the 1905 section.

The Chapin School is currently being converted to veterans’ housing (see details at the end of section 7).
The present windows, which are late 20™-century replacements, will be retained. Though the architecture
of the complex reflects change over time, the building retains its historic and architectural integrity, and
the project meets the Secretary of the Interior’s standards for historic rehabilitation.

Narrative Description

The Chapin School is located in a mixed-use neighborhood with early to mid 20™-century, two- and three-
story, wood-frame residential and mixed-use buildings to the south and west. A large public park is
located across Meadow Street to the east of the site. The north, east, and west portions of the site are
paved in asphalt, and the southern end features a flat grassy area. The property is enclosed by a three-
foot-high chain-link fence.

Exterior

The Chapin School is a Classical Revival-style, steel-reinforced, red-brick building that rises 2! stories
from a raised basement, and is trimmed with cast-stone detailing. Though the building was constructed in
three separate phases, cach section features similar massing and detailing. A continuous cast-stone
watertable extends around the building. At the corners of each section, brick pilasters with cast-stone
bases and decorative stone capitals rise from the watertable to a painted wooden cornice. The wide,
denticulated cornice sits below projecting eaves at each elevation (Photos 1-3).

Windows throughout the building consist of late 20™-century aluminum replacement sash. At the
basement level, windows contain 2/2 sash that are obscured on the exterior by plywood and are framed by
flat, cast-stone sills and lintels. The majority of existing modern, 1/1, aluminum replacement sash on the
first and second storics contain double-pane, insulated glass with exterior screens. A solid metal, fixed
transom panel is located above the double-hung windows. The window openings on the first floor are
also obscured on the exterior by plywood, and feature cast-stone sills and lintels. Those on the second
floor are accentuated by flat cast-stone sills and brick jack-arch lintels with cast-stone keystones (Photos
1-3).

The 1898 original (center) section of the building measures eight bays wide, including a three-bay
recessed pavilion at its north end (Figure 1, Photo 4). The primary entrances, located at the east and west
elevations, are set beneath projecting brick, pedimented pavilions, and are accessed by granite stairs and
landings. The pediments are each detailed with a slate-clad tympanum and a denticulated, wood raking
cornice with overhanging eaves (Photo 7). Recessed secondary entrances are also located on the east and
west elevations, and are accentuated by wide, cast-stone lintels. The 1898 building is topped by a hipped
roof that features a pedimented cross gable at the east and west elevations, decorated with a raking
cornice. Two brick chimneys extend above the roofline.
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The southernmost section of the building, added to the south elevation of the original 1898 building in
1905, measures four bays wide and ten bays deep (Figures 1 and 6, Photo 5). The depth of the 1905
section extends slightly beyond the adjoining 1898 section at its east and west elevations (Figure 1). The
south elevation features a tripartite configuration defined by brick pilasters (Photo 5). The addition’s flat
roof is pierced by three brick chimneys and a hipped dormer located at its south elevation. The slate-clad
dormer contains a pair of 2/2 aluminum replacement windows.

The 1911 T-plan addition (northernmost section) measures eight bays wide and eight bays deep, including
a four-bay projecting section at the north end (Figures 1 and 7, Photos 1, 2, and 6). The 1911 addition
contains a pair of recessed secondary entrances at the fifth bays of the east and west elevations. The
entryways, which feature wide cast-stone lintels, are each accessed by a granite stair and concrete paved
landing. Blind window openings are located within the fourth through eighth bays of the east elevation’s
first and second floors. The openings contain the same red brick as the remainder of the building. The
1911 addition is topped by a hipped roof that features pedimented cross gables at the east and west
clevations, decorated with a denticulated raking cornice. A slate-clad, hipped dormer pierces the north
elevation. The dormer contains a pair of 2/2 aluminum replacement windows. Three brick chimneys
extend above the roofline.

Interior

The interior plan of the building features one central corridor extending north to south, with classrooms
and support spaces on either side, and stairways at the entrances of the 1898 and 1911 sections (Figure 2).
The three-level interior is composed of a basement level, which contains ancillary functions such as a
kitchen, art room, lavatories, boiler room, and storage spaces; a first floor with seven classrooms, three
offices, and a meeting room; and a second floor, similar in layout to the first floor, with eight classrooms.

The basement hallway has an exposed concrete floor, painted brick walls, and a plaster ceiling. Exposed
piping is hung from the ceiling along the length of the hallway. Modern metal doors provide access to
rooms off the hallway. The rooms in the basement level have exposed concrete floors, brick walls, and
plaster or drop-tile ceilings. The boiler room, a teacher’s room, and several storage rooms are located
within the 1911 section. The original 1898 section contains an art room, the girls® lavatory, and several
storage rooms located directly off the center hallway. Two support rooms and the kitchen are located in
the 1905 section. The kitchen includes a concrete-block dumbwaiter that extends up to the first floor.
The support room at the east end of the section features faux wood panelling.

The hallways on the first and second floors have flat plaster walls with original wood baseboards, a
wooden chair rail, and a wooden coat-hanging rail (Photo 8). The floors are covered in vinyl tiles, and the
ceilings are finished with fiberboard tiles. Doors to classrooms and closets are situated along the hallway
and in the stairhalls. The door openings feature original wood trim, wood and glazed panel doors, and
solid and glazed transoms. Small stairway vestibules are located off the interior landings from the central
entrances. Three wooden steps with vinyl tread covers provide access to the hallway. A wide doorway
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opening with a ten-light transom is situated at the base of the steps. A pair of low handrails with carved
wooden newel posts lines the steps within the hallway.

The four stairhalls extend from the basement to the attic (Photo 9). Each stairhall is accessed via an
interior vestibule, formed by the exterior doors and a wooden interior doorway opening with a multilight
glazed transom. The stairhalls are lined with flat plaster walls, and feature original wood trim and
baseboards extending along the walls. The ceilings are finished with fiberboard tiles. The stairs have
wooden treads and risers with vinyl tread covers, and solid beadboard balusters with carved newel posts
at each of the landings. A modern wooden handrail extends along the exterior wall at each run of stairs;
floors at the landings feature vinyl tile. All four stairhalls are separated from the central hallway by wood
and glass partitions on the first and second floors. The partitions each contain a pair of four-pane doors
flanked by four-pane sidelights. A four-section glazed transom, each section with three lights, tops the
doors and sidelights.

The first floor contains seven classrooms and an administrative office space. The classrooms are
generally square, measuring roughly 30 feet by 30 feet (Photo 10) with vinyl-tile floors, original wood
baseboards, painted flat plaster walls, original wood trim around the doors, and applied fiberboard tile
ceilings. Many classrooms have slate chalkboards and one or two closets located at the partition walls
along the hallway. Window trim is limited to simple wooden sills. The administrative offices are
located on the east side of the 1898 section, and access is provided off the central hallway and stairhall.
The floors are vinyl tile, walls are modern drywall, and the ceilings are modern, suspended ceiling tiles.
The former principal’s office and conference room have exposed brick on the south walls. All interior
wood trim is modern stock. Storage rooms are located on each side of the stairhalls. These small storage
rooms have vinyl tile floors, flat plaster walls, applied fiberboard tile ceilings, simple wooden window
sills, and modern shelving.

The second floor contains eight classrooms. The layout is consistent with the first floor; however, the
location of the administrative office section is utilized as a full classroom on the second floor. All
finishes are consistent with the first floor. In the central section, the spaces above the stairhalls are
utilized as small offices. The offices were created by enclosing these spaces, originally open to the
hallway, with modern drywall construction. The interiors of these spaces have vinyl-tile floors, faux
wood paneling, and applied fiberboard tile ceilings.

The attic is unfinished space, utilized as storage. The wood truss system is exposed, along with the
interior brick walls of the pedimented cross gables. Floors are wood planks. A pair of hatches with
wooden stairs provides access to the roof at the north and south ends of the building (above the original
1898 building and 1911 addition). Brick chimneys extend up through the space. All of the chimneys are
in poor condition, and have deteriorated beyond repair as a result of water infiltration and the seasonal
freeze-thaw cycle.
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Rehabilitation Project

The building is currently undergoing a state and federal historic tax-advantaged rehabilitation into
affordable housing for veterans. As part of the rehabilitation project, the red-brick masonry exterior is
being cleaned, repaired, and repointed. The existing, late 20"-century aluminum sash will be retained and
reused. The existing asphalt-shingle and rubber-membrane roof covering will be removed and replaced
with a new rubber-membrane system and asphalt shingles. The chimneys will be deconstructed, and the
existing bricks will be salvaged and reused to reconstruct each chimney with the same exterior
appearance and dimensions as the existing ones.

On the interior, the original classroom layout is being maintained, with modifications to accommodate the
new residential use. Significant interior features and finishes, such as slate chalkboards and wood doors
and trim, are being retained. The original circulation network of central corridors and stairhalls is also
being retained, further maintaining the historic character of the building.

State and federal historic rehabilitation tax credits will be utilized for the project; as such, all work will be
consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, and has been reviewed and
approved by the Massachusetts Historical Commission and National Park Service.

Archaeological Description

While no Native American sites are recorded on the school property, it is possible that sites are present.
Nine ancient sites are recorded in the general area (within one mile), most along the margins of the
Connecticut River, Chicopee River, and their related floodplains. The physical characteristics of the
property represent locational criteria that are favorable for many types of ancient sites. The school
property contains well-drained, level to moderately sloping land surfaces in close proximity (within 1,000
feet) to the river drainages noted above. Some local roads might have also served as major early
highways, based on Native American trails. Given the above information, the size of the district (ca.
1.368 acres), and the availability of open land on the nominated property, a low potential exists that
prehistoric resources were present in the vicinity of the school. However, because of urban development
and negative effects of school construction on the integrity of any resources that may have been present
on the school property, a low potential is present in the school locale for locating significant ancient
Native American resources.

A low to moderate potential is also present for the recovery of historic archacological resources on the
school property. The Chapin School was built on an undeveloped lot in 1898. No historic landuse is
known on the property prior to that date. The property was likely used for some type of agricultural
function, possibly planting or cattle grazing. Potential archaeological resources associated with the extant
school may include structural evidence of barns, stables, outbuildings, and occupational-related features
(trash pits, privies, wells) associated with the maintenance and functioning of the Chapin School.
Archacological evidence of construction features associated with the building of the school may also be
present.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register

listing.)

X A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

% C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

w

Removed from its original location

A birthplace or grave

o 0O

A cemetery

5

A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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Name of Property

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE

Hampden, MA

EDUCATION

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1898-1966

Significant Dates
1898 — original construction
1905, 1911 — later additions

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
George P. B. Alderman
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

The Chapin School building in Chicopee, MA, was originally constructed in 1898 as one of fifteen graded
primary school facilities built in the city between 1890 and 1925 to replace the former ungraded, single-
room schoolhouses. The Chapin School was built largely in response to the upsurge in population in the
Willimansett neighborhood of Chicopee following the construction of the nearby Willimansett-Holyoke
Bridge in 1891 (Figure 5). As the community continued to expand, the building was enlarged in two
successive building campaigns, first in 1905, with the addition of four classrooms at its south elevation,
and then in 1911 with the addition of six classrooms at its north elevation. Upon its closing as a primary
school in 1982, Chapin was considered the oldest operating “neighborhood” school in Chicopee. The
school meets National Register Criterion A for its association with the evolution of Chicopee’s
educational system at the end of the 19" century and first quarter of the 20™ century. The Chapin School
also meets Criterion C as a well-preserved example of Classical Revival-style institutional architecture
designed by the locally and regionally prominent firm of George P. B. Alderman & Co.

The Chapin School building retains its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, feeling, association,
and workmanship, and is significant at the Jocal level. The period of significance begins with the original
construction of the Chapin School in 1898, and extends to 1966, the standard 50-year cutoff period
established by the National Register program.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

ARCHITECTURE: Designed by the Holyoke architectural firm of George P. B. Alderman & Co. in the
Classical Revival style, the red-brick and cast-stone Chapin School is a well-preserved example of
institutional architecture, located in the Willimansett neighborhood of the city of Chicopee.

EDUCATION: The Chapin School is significant for its association with the public educational school
system in Chicopee. From its beginning in 1898 until its closing in 1982, it was a graded primary school.
At its closing, it was the oldest operating neighborhood school in Chicopee. The school’s two expansions
are representative of the city’s growing population, associated with the construction of the Willimansett-
Holyoke Bridge in 1891, and the community’s subsequent need for additional schools to accommodate
the growing number of children.

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT: Construction of the Willimansett-Holyoke Bridge
in 1891 created a direct link between downtown Holyoke and Chicopee’s Willimansett neighborhood.
The following decades bore witness to a population upsurge in Willimansett, as Holyoke’s population
began to relocate from the crowded urban core to the suburban hamlet across the Connecticut River. A
direct result of the population boom was an increase in school construction to relieve overcrowded

Section 8 page 11



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Chapin School Hampden, MA
Name of Property : County and State

conditions throughout Chicopee, including construction of the Chapin School in 1898, and its two
subsequent expansions in 1905 and 1911.

City of Chicopee

The city of Chicopee is named after the Chicopee River, whose mouth empties into the Connecticut
River. The word “Chicopee” derives from the Nipmuc “chekee” (violent) and “pe” (waters), likely a
reference to local rapids. In 1636, William Pynchon made the first purchase of land in the area from the
Agawam Native American tribe on the east side of the Connecticut River and moved there from Roxbury
(now part of Boston), where he settled in an area known today as Chicopee Center (originally Cabotville).
Pynchon expanded his holdings in 1641 by procuring the land between the Chicopee River and the
Willimansett Brook, which later developed into Willimansett village.

The community’s steady population growth was marked by the founding of a cooperative school in 1713,
followed by the incorporation of Chicopee as an independent parish in 1750. Industry fueled the
population increase, and in 1789 an ironworks was constructed at Chicopee Falls. A paper mill was built
on the north side of the river in 1806, though cotton would soon prove an invaluable commodity to
Chicopee’s growth and independence.

Local farm girls comprised the first assemblage of laborers at the mills and associated tenement buildings
and boardinghouses, attracted by the opportunity to earn cash wages independently. They were soon
followed by successive waves of immigrant settlers, who were drawn by the area’s employment
opportunities. Agents working on behalf of the Chicopee Manufacturing and Springfield Canal
Companies began recruiting Irish immigrants from New York, Boston, and Canada to work as masons,
carpenters, and laborers. The Irish Famine of 1848 drove thousands of immigrants out of their native
land, further increasing Chicopee’s Irish community. Soon thereafter, French Canadians began to arrive
to supplement the Irish work force, followed by Polish immigrants. As early as 1885, these three ethnic
groups comprised 35 percent of Chicopee’s residents. At the turn of the 20" century, Portuguese and
Greek workers began to seek employment in Chicopee, founding churches, schools, and social and
community organizations.

Originally part of Springficld, Chicopee became its own municipality in 1848. Throughout the 19"
century, Chicopee’s population soared and its farms and factories prospered, turning out textiles, tobacco,
agricultural tools, swords, small arms, and cannon. By 1890, Chicopee’s population had grown to
14,050, making the town large enough to qualify for a city charter. The charter was granted by the
Commonwealth, and Chicopee adopted for its motto “Industriae Variae” (*Varied Industries™).
Commercial activity expanded at Willimansett, Chicopee Center, and Chicopee Falls, with Italianate,
Renaissance Revival, and Georgian Revival commercial blocks lining neighborhood streets. The highest
concentration of commercial development was in Chicopee Center, with the construction of buildings
such as the Temple Block (1876-1877, CHIL.50), Olmsted and Tuttle Company Office (1899, CHI.4), and
Cabot Hotel (1907, CHI.209).

Section 8 page 12



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-800 OMB No. 1024-0018

Chapin School Hampden, MA
Name of Property County and State
Willimansett

The neighborhood of Willimansett, in the northwest corner of the city of Chicopee, is roughly bordered
by the Connecticut River to the west, Pendleton Avenue to the north, Interstate 391 to the east, and
McKinstry Avenue to the south (Figure 4).

The rich floodplains along the Connecticut River provided fertile soil for Willimansett’s early farmers.
As late as 1879, Louis Everts described Willimansett as “a small hamlet at the northerly end of ‘Chicopee
Street,” on the east side of the Connecticut and opposite Holyoke. Its interests are principally
agricultural.”’ Chicopec Street (State Route 116), the neighborhood's main transportation artery, had
experienced scattered agricultural settlement from the town's earliest period (when Chicopee was still a
part of Springfield) through the mid 19" century.

There were few areas of concentrated settlement in Willimansett until the building of a bridge across the
Connecticut River, linking Willimansett with Holyoke's industrial district in 1891 (Figures 4 and 5).

Until that time, travel between the two communities was primarily by ferry, or via a pedestrian walkway
constructed along the Connecticut River Railroad Bridge. The need for a vehicular bridge was recognized
as early as 1886, when an association to lobby for the construction of a bridge was formed in Chicopee.
Several years of debate over the proposed site ensued, with Holyoke and Chicopee Center residents
opposing the selection of a Willimansett site. However, the Willimansett lobby prevailed, and in 1891 the
new bridge was completed and opened. Deemed the Willimansett-Holyoke Bridge, the Pennsylvania
truss span design created a clear-cut link between the Willimansett area and Holyoke to the north, as well
as an uninterrupted connection to Springfield to the south.”

Construction of the new bridge, along with the development of streetcar lines connecting the two cities in
1895, made the suburban neighborhood of Willimansett more accessible to workers employed in
Holyoke's factories, and led to a marked population boom in the area. The development of a new
commercial and residential center followed closely on the heels of the bridge's opening. Over the next
three decades, Willimansett changed from a sparsely settled agricultural area to a low- to medium-density
urban neighborhood occupied by large apartment blocks and commercial buildings scattered along the
northern end of the Chicopee Street corridor, interspersed with smaller, wooden, two-family and three-
decker houses. The establishment of churches, schools, and social clubs soon followed.

Education in Chicopee

Chicopee’s early school system was separated into geographical districts. Each district had its own
ungraded school. The first mention of a school in Chicopee was in 1713, when the sum of ten shillings
was paid by the town to Harriet Cooley for keeping school in her house. As noted in province and town
laws: “All children from five to ten years of age are to be sent to school, and if not, their parents shall be
taxed for all such children to the School Master.” In 1714, a grant of twelve pounds was made by the

' L. H. Everts & Co., History of the Connecticut Valley in Massachusetts, 965.
? Jasiewicz, “Bridge over troubled waters.”
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town for school purposes, and by 1721, a small school building was located on Chicopee Street, north of
the Chicopee River in Willimansett, on property owned by David Chapin. Known as the Chicopee Street
Schoolhouse, it was a simple, single-story, unpainted building with a large fireplace. As payment for
their children’s education, each family in town was requested to donate one load of wood to the
schoolhouse each October.

The local school committee released its first report in March of 1849. The report listed 20 graded
schools, indicating the Chicopee school system had fully converted to the graded system. Ten schools
were in District No. 4 (Chicopee Village), and four in District No. 6 (Chicopee Falls). Eight male and 25
female teachers were employed by the town. The male teacher’s average salary amounted to $37.35,
while the female counterpart’s amounted to less than half of that figure, $14.20. School was taught in
both the winter and summer months, with enrollment totaling 1,495 students between the ages of four and
sixteen. The report for the succeeding year noted new brick schoolhouses in District No. 1
(Willimansett), District No. 2 (Chicopee School), and District No. 3 (Chicopee Falls—the Falls maintained
two districts). The exact locations of these school buildings are unknown. District No. 4 (Chicopee
Village) had one high school, three intermediate, and six primary schools. District No. 5 (East Chicopee
Falls) had one schoolhouse, situated on the Boston Road; District No. 6 (Chicopee Falls) had one high,
one intermediate, and two primary schools, all held in only two brick buildings. District No. 7 maintained
one “aged” schoolhouse, and District No. 8 “had but one scholar,” who attended school in Granby. Due
to the large and growing student population in Chicopee, the ungraded system was abolished entirely by
the mid 19th century, as mixed-grade classrooms were ineffective with so many students.

Chapin School

The Chapin School was built in 1898 at the junction of Meadow and Chicopee streets, also popularly
known as the “Y.” The school was named after Japhet and Henry Chapin, the first documented settlers
having permanent residence within the boundaries of Chicopee, in 1675. Henry built a house (no longer
extant). on present-day Ferry Street, and served as Representative to the General Court of Massachusetts
in 1689. Japhet settled on Chicopee Street, and was best known for his participation in the Battle of
Tumer’s Falls during King Philip’s War in 1676.

Chapin was the fifth school building erected in the Willimansett arca of Chicopee. The first school, the
Chicopee Street Schoolhouse, was built in 1721 on property owned by David Chapin off present-day
Chicopee Street. It was replaced by the Chicopee Primary School (later known as the Little Red
Schoolhouse) in 1761. The third school, the Prospect Street School, was built in 1802. It remained in this
capacity for 40 years, until the building was sold in 1842 to the Connecticut River Railroad to serve as a
railroad station; the building is no longer extant and the date of demolition is unknown. The fourth, the
Willimansett New School (School #1, known later in the Superintendent’s Reports as the Willimansett
School), was relocated to 1024 Chicopee Street in 1846 from an unknown location (CHI.130,1834,
relocated 1846, extant). The building remained a school until 1979, when it was sold to a private
developer who converted it into a restaurant. It currently serves as a child care facility.
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Construction of the Classical Revival-style, six-room Chapin School began in direct response to local
overcrowding, specifically at the Willimansett School. The city appropriated $19,000 to the school
committee for the purchase of the lot and construction of the building and furnishings. The building was
completed in 1898, with provisions in the designs for later expansions.

The first classes, in January 1898, occupied three classrooms in the building. In its initial year, the school
served 142 students in grades one, two, and five through nine, with an average class size of 35 pupils.
Grades three and four remained at the Willimansett School until the remaining three classrooms were
opened at the beginning of the following fall and winter terms.” The school’s first principal was Margaret
H. Smith, and its initial group of teachers included Marion B. Follansbee of Holyoke, Alice G. Corbet of
Willimansett, Mary H. Garvey of Springfield, and Effie H. Southwick of Chicopee Falls.*

By the turn of the 20" century, the extant school buildings in Chicopee, including the Chapin School,
were at or near capacity. To alleviate the overcrowding, some classrooms were set up to teach two classes
with two teachers per room, or instruction was undertaken in the basements of the buildings. In some
parts of the city, classrooms were opened in rented rooms in neighborhood buildings to accommodate the
increasing student enrollment. One of the fastest growing neighborhoods in the city was in the
Willimansett section, largely due to construction of the Willimansett-Holyoke Bridge in 1891. The
Chapin School building was located less than one mile southwest of the bridge.

The 1905 addition to the Chapin School included six classrooms to its south elevation at a cost of $9,000.
The addition was designed by the building’s original architect, George P. B. Alderman. This addition
was considered “imperative,” as the overcrowding was so serious and the growth of this part of the city so
rapid.

The expanded Chapin School provided instruction for 389 pupils in grades one through nine in 1910. The
first- and second-grade classes had 58 and 44 students per classroom, respectively, and had two teachers
per room. Due to overcrowding, these two grades were put on half sessions to accommodate all children
who were enrolled. On this revised schedule, half of the children attended school in the moming, and the
other half attended in the aflernoon. However, the limited amount of time allocated to each session
eliminated the students’ “self-education,” or time spent reading and writing without the teacher’s
assistance. According to Chicopee’s superintendent, the time spent self-educating was a necessary and
crucial element of the child’s academic development, and the “half-session plan was school work with
education left out.™® As a result, the school returned to the prior arrangement of full sessions with two

teachers per classroom. While still unsatisfactory, it was determined to be the better of the two options.

Enlarging the existing building, rather than building a second school, was considered the most economical
solution to relieving the student congestion. School committee reports note, “A fourteen, or better, a

3 Annual Report of the School Committee and of the Superintendent of Schools, 1897 and 1898.
* Annual Report of the School Committee and of the Superintendent of Schools, 1900.
z Annual Report of the School Committee and of the Superintendent of Schools, 1910.

Ibid.

Section 8 page 15



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-800 OMB No. 1024-0018
Chapin School Hampden, MA
Name of Property County and State

sixteen-room building on this lot could be heated by one furnace, cared for by one janitor and managed by
one principal.” The school committee urgently requested an appropriation from the city to rent a
temporary room for the 1910 school year, and to construct a six-room addition at the south elevation of
the building over the summer months. The Superintendent of Schools noted in his yearly report, “The
overcrowding in the [Chapin School] is so serious and the growth of this part of the city so rapid that an
addition to the building is imperative and should be hastened so that the rooms will be ready for use when
the schools open in September.” The Superintendent went on to champion the addition to the school by
stating that it would be more economical for heating, maintaining, and management than smaller,
scattered schools within the Willimansett neighborhood.

In 1911, construction of an addition to the Chapin School was underway, following the plans of George
P. B. Alderman & Co. Connected via the central corridor at the north elevation of the original 1898
school building, the addition included three classrooms on each floor: classrooms on both the east and
west sides of the corridor, and one on the northern end. Two new staircases, consistent in design with the
original staircases, were also added. New central entrances were constructed to directly access the central
hallway from each side of the building. During the construction of the addition, the school’s five coal-
burning furnaces and cottage heaters for the hallways were replaced with a new coal-fired, central, steam-
heating system. The addition was constructed at a cost of $34,526. Upon completion of the addition, the
Chapin School was the largest school building in the city. In 1912, the school educated 505 pupils in
grades one through nine.

The Great Depression severely affected schools, school maintenance, and construction in Chicopee. The
decade-long economic collapse that began in 1929 shook American optimism, and altered the role of
government in economic affairs. As of 1930, the School Committee’s budget for repairs and new
construction was reduced, from six percent for school property valued at over $2,000,000, to less than one
percent of its total expenditure for maintenance and operations. The Federal Civil Works Administration
(CWA) provided funds to paint the interior of the high school building in 1933; additional projects
approved by the CWA included new concrete floors at the Chapin, Bowie, and Valentine Schools;
plumbing and masonry repairs at the Alvord School (1894); and a new heating plant and grounds work at
the Royal Street (ca.1913-1923), Spruce Street, Bowie, Valentine, and Chapin schools. Such repairs were
considered essential to the welfare of the schools.

Student enrollment at the Chapin School increased from 389 students to 808 students between 1910 and
1925. The sixteen-room school building educated 933 students in its peak year of 1928. The number of
pupils fell to 585 in 1929, and in 1930, the number of enrolled students was 622, and continued to drop to
520 in 1935, and 445 as of 1940. Enrollment then began to gradually increase, reaching 511 by 1950.
This number remained steady until the early 1970s, when the student population at Chapin dropped to
366.

Between 1979 and 1989, Chicopee underwent a large decline in public school enrollment, requiring a

sizable fiscal and educational adjustment by the school board. In 1980, the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts passed a property tax limitation measure, deemed Proposition 2%, which limited tax
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increases within communities to 2'4 percent per year. As a result of taxation limitations, a $2.9 million
cut was made to the school budget by the city in 1981. The school committee then began a year-long
study to determine the fate of several school buildings that were proving too expensive to maintain, due to
their age and declining state. As a result, the Sweeney Memorial School (1966, closed 1981 and
demolished, date unknown), the Fairview Elementary School (1964), and the Kirby Junior High School
(1929, converted to apartments 1989) closed, and students were consolidated into other school buildings.
The Chapin School remained open and in operation as an alternative school until 2004. As a result of
statewide budget cuts, and the building’s lack of a cafeteria and gymnasium, Chapin closed in 1982, and
students were transferred to the Kirby School on McKinstry Avenue. At its closing as a primary school,
the Chapin was considered the oldest operating “neighborhood” school in Chicopee. The building was
utilized as the Chapin Alternative School for grades seven through twelve until 2004, when the alternative
school relocated.

The Chapin School building sat vacant for eight years before it was acquired by Soldier On in 2012 for
redevelopment as a veterans’ housing complex.’

George P. B. Alderman, Architect

George P. B. Alderman (1862-1929) was an architect with offices at 437 High Street in Holyoke,
Massachusetts. He specialized in the construction of residential buildings early in his career, before
progressing to religious, institutional, and commercial buildings largely in the Massachusetts cities of
Holyoke, Northampton, Westfield, Ludlow, South Hadley, Springfield, and Chicopee. Initially trained as
a carpenter, Alderman advanced to working as a draughtsman in the office of architect James A. Clough.
Considered one of the leading designers during the period of Holyoke’s major industrial prosperity,
Clough is credited with many impressive buildings in that city, including the Russell-Osborne Building
(1885, HLY.93, NRHD), the Holyoke Public Library (1897, HLY.115), and the Holyoke Home for Aged
People (1911, HLY.341). Alderman apprenticed under Clough for five years before moving to Chicago,
where he found work in the offices of Cass Chapman. Chapman was most known for his work at Cornell
College in Mount Vernon, lowa, which included additions to the ca. 1870 William F. King Residence and
the College Chapel (1877, NRHP 1976). Alderman returned to Holyoke in 1885 and opened his own
practice. He was later joined by his brother, Henry Holcomb Alderman, and together the two designed
residences, churches, schools, and public buildings.

Alderman’s overall approach to architecture was synonymous with that of his contemporaries. His early
career (1885-1893) featured Italianate, Romanesque Revival, and Queen Anne-inspired designs, while his
later works (1890s-1910) expanded to include Beaux Arts, Classical, and Colonial Revival styles.
Examples of Alderman’s work include the Clovis Robert Block (1881, NRHP 2002) in Holyoke. The
Clovis Robert Block, a brick, mixed-use building executed in the Classical Revival and Queen Anne
styles, was considered among the more exuberant designs on Main Street at the time of its construction,
with a four-part, copper-clad center bay window ornamented with fishscale-pattern copper shingles.

LEFNTY

7 “Chicopee Academy finalizing its latest move”; “Chicopee Chapin School conversion.”
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Alderman received a large number of commissions for school buildings in Chicopee and Holyoke, where
he was considered a local expert in school building design. In Chicopee, Alderman was responsible for
additions made to the Fairview School (1923, extant with additions), George S. Taylor School (1910,
razed 1970), Grape Strect School (1861, addition in 1905 to become Valentine Kindergarten, extant), and
the Spruce Street Primary School (built ca. 1890 and razed 1965). Alderman was also responsible for the
Valentine School (1898, NR 1983 and included in the Springfield Street NRDIS 1991) in Chicopee,
executed in the Renaissance Revival style, and the William Whiting School (1910, Hampden Park
NRDIS 2012) in Holyoke, designed in the Colonial Revival style. The Whiting School, built to serve
kindergarten through eighth grade during the day and to function as an evening school, was described in
the Holvoke Post Transcript as the first school in Holyoke to make design improvements for children’s
health. Such improvements included pivoting windows, airshafts built into the core of the building to
improve ventilation, and bathrooms in the basement.

The Classical Revival style became dominant in the United States during the late 19" and early 20™
centuries. Inspiration came in part from the symmetrical, Beaux-Arts-style buildings at the World’s
Colombian Exposition in 1893, and was applied primarily to municipal and academic buildings, though it
was used in domestic architecture as well. Growing out of the Italian Renaissance and emphasizing
geometrical proportions, the style was typically executed using brick and cast stone. It was characterized
by such classical elements as columns and pilasters, bold window and door surrounds elaborated with
arches, pediments or keystones, and windows aligned horizontally and vertically in symmetrical rows.

The Chapin School is a well-detailed example of the Classical Revival style. At the time of its
construction in 1898, Chapin was the only Classical Revival-style school building in the city. The
Belcher School in Chicopee Falls, built a few years later in 1901, featured paired windows set within
round-arched surrounds, full-height pilasters, and cast-stone detailing. The nearby Mount Carmel School,
built in 1921 (CHI.371), featured the standard characteristics of the Classical Revival style, including
cast- stone detailing, large door surrounds, and evenly spaced windows.

The Chapin School is representative of the schools constructed in Chicopee at the turn of the 20"

century. The design not only exemplified Alderman’s choice of construction materials to convey the
richness of the Classical Revival style, but also incorporated the latest advances in building standards and
design, including large classrooms and elongated windows providing natural light, all intended to enhance
the learning experience and improve the physical condition of the school’s student body and staff.

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of ancient Native American settlement in Chicopee are poorly understood, any surviving
sites could be significant. Ancient sites located on school property may contribute information relating to
Native American adaptations to a riverine environment, and how these patterns compared to other non-
coastal and coastal Massachusetts areas. Ancient sites in this area can help us better understand the
variability of riverine settlement, and the local/regional importance of settlement near the confluence of
major drainages, in this instance the Connecticut River and one of its major tributaries, the Chicopee
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River. The analysis of lithics and ceramics from sites in this area can help us better understand problems
of technology and style, as well as patterns of prehistoric exchange. This information can also be used to
date cultural sequences, geological features, and geological events. Information may also be present to
help better explain patterns of demography during the prehistoric period.

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important information related to the
settlement and educational history of the Willimansett neighborhood of Chicopee. Additional historical
research, combined with archaeological survey and testing, may help to identify the full range of historic
landuse on the property, and internal configuration of facilities located on the nominated property over
time. While the relatively recent date for the school’s construction may limit the range of interpretive
information available from the location and analysis of the contents of occupational-related features,
useful information might still exist. Detailed analysis of the contents of occupational-related features may
contain information related to the social, cultural, and economic lives of the students who attended the
Chapin School, their families, and the residents of the Willimansett neighborhood of Chicopee.
Construction features may contain important information related to the building of the school and the
installation of utilities. Important information may also exist related to the methods and techniques used
in 19"- and early 20"-century education.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _Approximately 1.36 acres

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: N42.184888 Longitude: W72.610243
2. Latitude: Longitude:
3. Latitude: Longitude:
4. Latitude: Longitude:
Or
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):
NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1. Zone: Easting: Northing:
2. Zone: Easting: Northing:
3. Zone: Easting: Northing:
4. Zone: Easting : Northing:
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The boundary of the Chapin School property, assessor’s parcel number 0528-00026, begins at the rear
edge of the commercial property situated at the intersection of Chicopee and Meadow streets. It
cxtends westward along Chicopee Street along the north side of the property. The western property
line then extends southward, between the school building and the adjacent residential buildings, to the
west side of the site until it intersects with Meadow Street. The boundary then extends eastward along
Meadow Street to the rear edge of the commercial property, situated at the intersection of Chicopee
and Meadow streets. The eastern boundary runs along the rear edge of that property between
Chicopee and Meadow streets.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary of the Chapin School includes land totaling 1.36 acres, and represents the parcel of
land assembled in 1898 for the Chapin School.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Alisa Augenstein and Taya Dixon, Epsilon Associates, preservation consultants,
with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, MHC

organization: Massachusetts Historical Commission

street & number: _220 Morrissey Boulevard

city or town: Boston state: ___ MA _ zip code:___02125
e-mail: betsy.friedberg@sec.state.ma.us

telephone: (617) 727-8470

date: April 2016

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

e Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all Photos to this map.

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)
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Submit clear and descriptive photos. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photos to
the sketch map. Each photo must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photo
number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photo, photo date, etc. may be
listed once on the photo log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photo.

Photo Log

Name of Property: Chapin School

City or Vicinity: Chicopee

County: Hampden

State: MA

Photographer: Brian Graves, Epsilon Associates, Inc.
Date Photographed: October 1, 2013

Location of Original Digital Files: Epsilon Associates, Inc.,

3 Clock Tower Place, Suite 250
Maynard, MA 01754

Description of Photo(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

Photo #1 (MA_HampdenCounty ChapinSchool_0001)
North and east elevations of 1911 section and east elevations of 1898 and 1905 sections, camera
facing southwest.

Photo #2 (MA HampdenCounty ChapinSchool 0002)
East clevation of 1898, 1905 and 1911 sections, camera facing west.

Photo #3 (MA_HampdenCounty ChapinSchool 0003)
South and west elevations of 1905 section and west elevations of 1898 and 1911 sections, camera
facing northwest.

Photo #4 (MA_HampdenCounty ChapinSchool 0004)
East elevation of 1898 section, camera facing west.

Photo #5 (MA_HampdenCounty ChapinSchool 0005)
South and east elevations of 1905 section and east elevation of 1898 section, camera facing
northwest.

Photo #6 (MA_HampdenCounty_ChapinSchool_0006)
North elevation of 1911 section, camera facing south.
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Photo #7 (MA_HampdenCounty ChapinSchool_0007)
Main entrance at east elevation of 1898 section, camera facing west.

Photo #8 (MA_HampdenCounty ChapinSchool_0008)
View south of central corridor, second floor.

Photo #9 (MA_HampdenCounty_ChapinSchool_0009)
View east of stairway, first floor.

Photo #10 (MA_HampdenCounty ChapinSchool 0010)
View southeast of typical classroom, second floor.

Maps and Figures

Figure 1: Exterior Key to Photographs.

Figure 2: Floor Plan and Interior key to photographs, first floor.
Figure 3: Floor Plan and Interior key to photographs, second floor.
Figure 4: City of Chicopec assessor’s map.

Figure 5: Map of Chicopee.

Figure 6: Sanborn Insurance Map, Chicopee, 1910.

Figure 7: Sanbom Fire Insurance Map, Chicopee, 1926.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including

time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior,
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Figure 1: Exterior Key to Photographs
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Figure 2: Interior Key to Photographs, First Floor
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Figure 3: Interior Key to Photographs, Second Floor
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Figure 5: Map of Chicopee
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Figure 6: Sanborn Insurance Map, Chicopee 1910
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Figure 7: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, Chicopee 1926
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Chapin School
NAME :

MULTIPLE
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Hampden

DATE RECEIVED: 5/20/16 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/02/16
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/17/16 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/05/16

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 16000424

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL,: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:
COMMENT WAIVER: N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 7 ¢ ,{’ [ Q DATE
L
ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :
Entered in
The National Register
of
Historic Places

RECOM. /CRITERIA
REVIEWER DISCIPLINE
TELEPHONE DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.

N
N
N



RECEIVED 2280
MAY 2 0 2016
Nat. Register of Historic Places

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 2102l Park Service

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

May 10, 2016

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Chapin School, 40 Meadow Street, Chicopee (Hampden), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the State
Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State Review Board
consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

oty ot eddesy

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc: Douglas Kelleher, Epsilon Associates, consultant
Richard Kos, Mayor, City of Chicopee
Andrew Crystal, Chapin School Veterans Housing LL.C
Joseph Pasternak, Chicopee Historical Commission
Cynthia Labrie, Chicopee Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470  Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc
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