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1. Name 

historic L a u r e l H a l l 

and or common same 

2. Location 

For NPS use only 

received "EB 2 /987 

- ^ ' ' ^ m s R 6 1987 

Street & number 7 2 - 7 ^ P a t t o n S t r e e t N/A not for publication 

city, town S p r i n q f i e l d N/A vicinity of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county Hampden code 013 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
X_ building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X_ private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
N/Ain process 

being considered 

Status 
occupied 

J( unoccupied 
worl< in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

-X -o the r : v a c a n t 

4. Owner off Property 

name Ooseph P h i l l i p s 

street & number 3^ C h u r c h i l l S t r e e t 

city, town S p r i n q f i e l d N/A vicinity of state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 01108 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampden County R e q i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 
50 S t a t e S t r e e t 

city, town S p r 1 n q f i P1 H state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c Asse t s o f t he  
Commonwealth o f Massachuset t .s 

I n v e n t o r y #2697 
has this property been determined eligible? yes ,X no 

date 197.3 federal y state county local 

depository for survey records M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commi s s i n n , 80 Rny1.c;tnn S t r p p t 

city, town Bos ton state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 



7. Description L a u r e l H a l l . S n r i n n f i e l d Massachuset t .s 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered „ X - original site 
good ruins altered moved date 

X- unexposed 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

Laurel H a l l , 72-74 Patton Street , Sp r ing f i e ld , was b u i l t as a four -s to ry 
apartment block in 1914. The apartment block is located one foot from the 
Patton Street l i ne and occupies 63 feet of f rontage. The bui ld ing is s i ted on 
level ground wi th wood framed single and mul t i fami ly homes to the east and 
north and the four -s to ry Ethel Apartment House (also being nominated to the 
National Register) f i v e feet to the west. Laurel Hall stands f lush wi th other 
bui ldings along Patton Street. 

Once a t r ee - l i ned la te nineteenth century res iden t ia l and conmercial 
neighborhood, the area has sustained a nunber of physical changes throughout 
the years. Presently, In terstate 291 runs to the south; to the east are 
modern o f f i c e and i ns t i t u t i ona l bu i ld ings . However, the remaining apartment 
blocks along Patton and Main Street as wel l as the one s tory br ick conmercial 
structures and handful of framed single homes nearby, give evidence of a once 
v iab le late nineteenth and ear ly twent ieth century neighborhood. 

The south ( f r o n t ) , east, and west wal ls were constructed of yellow brick while 
the north (back) was b u i l t using conmon red b r i c k . The south facade is 
divided into four bays. A brownstone ashlar sk i r t is present from the ground 
to the f i r s t l e v e l . The f i r s t f l oo r level consists of dark yellow brick with 
recessed rows spaced about one foot apart giving a strong hor izontal emphasis 
to the f i r s t f l oo r l e v e l . A brownstone beltcourse separates the f i r s t and 
second f l o o r s . From the second to the fourth f l o o r , both l i g h t and dark 
yellow br ick is used in a pattern that strengthens the ve r t i ca l i t y of the 
bu i ld ing and balances o f f the br ick banding of the f i r s t l e ve l . In add i t i on , 
the brick patterning h igh l ights the centra l entrance. A deta i led metal 
cornice with f l o r a l r e l i e f s caps the bu i l d ing . The roof slants s l i g h t l y to 
the north and consists of tar and grave l . Door stoops, window s i l l s , and 
l i n t e l s are brownstone. The cent ra l l y located double entry is accentuated by 
two pairs of windows separated by f l u t e d wood mull ions that ex is t on the 
second, t h i r d , and fourth f l oo r s . Bas ica l ly , the same materials and design 
are exhib i ted on a l l but the north facade. A wooden porch in deter iorated 
condit ion ex is ts along the west h a l l . Iron grate f i r e escapes, added at a 
la te r date are present on the west and east wa l l s . 

The o r ig ina l 1914 bu i ld ing permit re fe rs to 72-74 Patton Street as a 
s ix teen-un i t apartment bu i ld ing in a rectangular p lan. Abandoned in 1980, i t s 
i n te r i o r has suffered from vandalism and exposure to weather. The st ructure 
is presently undergoing r ehab i l i t a t i on for use as housing according to the 
Secretary of I n t e r i o r ' s standard. 



8. S ign i f f i cance Laural Ha l l , Spr ing f ie ld , i^lassachusetts 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 J( architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art _ engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention J i other (specify) 
community_ 

— deve lopmen t 
Speci f ic dates 19li). Bui lder /Archi tect Bruno Wozny 

Sta tement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

Laurel H a l l , 72-74 Patton Street , Spr ing f ie ld , reta ins i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , 
design, mater ia ls , and workmanship. The bu i ld ing is h i s t o r i c a l l y s ign i f i can t 
because i t is representative of ear ly twentieth century apartment house 
construction on a small scale. The Classical Revival-sty le bu i ld ing is 
constructed of superior materials and is a rch i t ec tu ra l l y s ign i f i can t f o r the 
f ine qua l i t y of i t s de ta i l i ng . I t is also one of a very few nunber of 
apartment houses in Spr ingf ie ld 's North End b u i l t during the bu i ld ing boom of 
the ear ly 20th century, and holds associations with the indust r ia l growth and 
expansion of Sp r ing f i e ld , especia l ly the North End. Laurel Hal l thus f u l f i l s 
C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H is tor ic Places on the local 
l eve l . 

The "North End" of Spr ingf ie ld was a name given to the northernmost area of 
the downtown as ear ly as 1827. The land that presently l i e s north of 
In terstate 291, and between the Connecticut River and Chestnut Street , was 
uneven and tended to be wet; thus the area was never developed into farmland. 
By 1837, the North End consisted of about fourteen estates and a fishhouse on 
the banks of the Connecticut River. In the 1840s, the Connecticut River 
Railroad was constructed running through the North End and para l le l to the 
r i v e r . Although the ra i l road did not i n i t i a l l y e f fec t the area, i t s 
importance grew considerably a f ter 1870. 

In the years fo l lowing the C iv i l War, Spr ingf ie ld experienced rapid growth and 
development. One of the most s ign i f i can t aspects of th is growth was due to 
the establishment of the U.S. Armory in the c i t y as a government 
manufacturer. The Armory's industry prec ip i ta ted fur ther indus t r ia l and 
commercial expansion, which began to spread to the North End where open 
undeveloped land lay adjacent to the Connecticut River Rai lroad. 

The 1870 Spr ingf ie ld Atlas shows a change in the physical character of the 
North End that was occurring at th is t ime. Several of the large estates had 
given way to new streets and evenly d is t r ibu ted s ingle fami ly house l o t s . 
However, the area of Patton Street that lay between Main and Dwight Streets 
continued to remain as a large unbroken t r ac t of land belonging to the Will iam 
Patton Estate. During the mid-nineteenth century, Mr. Patton was a well-known 
wholesaler dealer in "Yankee not ions" whose avocation was real estate. 

In 1873, the Wason Manufacturing Co., which b u i l t r a i l r oad passenger cars and 
re la ted ra i l road items, relocated i t s business in the North End in what is now 
refer red to as Brightwood. Even though the Wason Co. was located many blocks 
^tyiy^fCPE? Patton .Street a rea .^ i t had a de f in i te impact on the changing 
ehar'atter of the North End as a ^hoU from a ru ra l undeveloped area to a more 
indust r ia l i zed one. With the hundreds of labor jobs created by the Wason 
l a T r e t ? ^ " ^ increased housing demands; thus , more streets and house lots were 

Continued 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 

See continuation sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Less t h a n one a c r e 

Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name S p r i n g f i e l d Sou th , Mass-Conn. 

UT M References 

1 : 2 5 , 0 0 0 
Quadrangle scale . 
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Verba l boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See a s s e s s o r ' s map 

L is t a l l s t a tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state 
N/A 

code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Joan R. Wiege l 

organization P r e s e r v a t i o n C o n s u l t a n t 

street & number 117 M i d d l e S t r e e t telephone / 41 3_p5 3_7m 4 

city or town Sou th Amherst state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state _̂ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Parle Service. 

State Historic Praservation Officer signature 

Deputy Massach 
title S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

u ^ ^ - t s '^His t o r i c a l Cora^ni/4sion / T 
date l / f f / S l ^ 

For PtPS use only 
n i e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ U w M h i s ^ p ^ ^ ^ in the National Register ̂  

date 

^^K^tfper of the National Register 

-^Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
OPO 91 1 -3B» 
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By 1882, the pressure to develop the remaining large estates mounted and 
f i n a l l y Wil l iam Patton divided up his estate. He named the new east/west 
s t ree t a f te r himself and began construct ing "small cottage houses" on both 
sides of Patton Street. The 1899 Spr ingf ie ld Atlas shows Patton Street as a 
completely developed res iden t ia l area with s ingle fami ly wood framed dwellings 
1 in ing both si des. 

The Spr ingf ie ld Street Railway system began lay ing i t s tracks in the North End 
during the 1880s. Soon a f t e r , the center for the ent i re s t reet ra i lway for 
Spr ingf ie ld was located in Memorial Square; the North End's center and an area 
located jus t three blocks from Patton Street. As the s t reet rai lway system 
developed with new t r o l l e y barns being constructed along Main Street , 
commercial development also continued to expand. By 1900, the indust r ia l i zed 
North End and urbanized way of l i f e prec ip i ta ted a great need for more housing 
that was af fordable, close to the workplace, and accessible to t ransportat ion 
routes. The areas located near the indus t r ia l i zed zones where many single 
fami ly homes had been b u i l t in the late nineteenth century were being 
redeveloped into higher density areas to accomnodate fo r the housing needs of 
the expanding working class. This change in housing type and density become 
evident on Patton Street where several wood framed one and two fami ly 
structures were razed or moved to make room for apartment blocks. In 1910, 
the f i r s t apartment block was constructed along Patton Street. Laurel Hal l 
fol lowed soon a f ter in 1914, and by 1920, there were s ix apartment blocks 
along Patton Street. 

Apartment house construction in Spr ingf ie ld began in the late 1890s. The 
f i r s t blocks were b u i l t on the f r inges of downtown by the local f i rm of 
Gangier and Angers. By the ear ly years of th is century, there were several 
other local f i rms involved in th i s type of res iden t ia l construct ion. Money 
was avai lab le fo r construct ion, the demand was there , and in terest rates were 
low. At f i r s t , blocks were l im i ted to prominent intersect ions and major 
thoroughfares, but th is quick ly changed. In 1903, the Spr ingf ie ld Re pub 1 ican 
commented in the i r year-end bu i ld ing report that there was a decrease in the 
construction of the "cheap double tenement house, formerly so charac te r is t i c 
of the c i t y " and that the apartment house was taking i t s place. In 191"), the 
Republican conmented favorably on the passing of a local ordinance to stop 
"the obnoxious, cheaply constructed three-decker." The qua l i t y of the early 
apartment blocks b u i l t in Spr ingf ie ld during the f i r s t t h i r d of the twentieth 
century established a precedent for future development. Most of these blocks 
featured decorative facade treatment consist ing of pro ject ing t i n cornices, 
stone t r i m , and wi re-cut or pressed br ick . Though there were several areas in 
the c i t y that saw large groupings of apartment b locks, many of the ear ly 
apartment blocks were b u i l t s i ng l y , or in a small groups on side s t ree ts . 
Laurel Hall is a good exanple of the l a t t e r and remains as one of a few 

continued 
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apartment blocks of this type from this period for small developers, some of 
whom even lived in one of the apartments. The design of these blocks was 
spread among Springfield's large community of architects in the early 
twentieth century. 

Laurel Hall is a good representative of the type of multiunit construction 
popular during Springfield's "Apartment Era", a period of prosperity and rapid 
development that lasted from ca. 1910 to the Depression. It was built for 
Williams H. Cohen, a real estate broker, for the sum of ^25,000. A wood-frame 
house that existed on the site prior to construction of Laurel Hall was 
razed. Cohen used one of the ground floor apartment units for his real estate 
office for five years. 

The architect for Laurel Hall was Bruno Wozny (1873-1923). Wozny emigrated to 
Baltimore, Maryland, from Germany at the age of f i f teen. He was educated in 
Maryland, Switzerland, and New York City before coming to Springfield in 1902 
and setting up an office at 381 Main Street. Bruno Wozny is known to have 
designed only one other apartment block in Springfield. This was The Kenson 
(since demolished). As a six-story twelve unit block built of brick and 
bluestone in 1902, The Kenson was located on one of the most prominent corners 
in the city of Springfield, on Chestnut and State Streets facing Merrimack 
Park. 

Wozny is also known to have designed the Northampton National Bank (1911) on 
Main Street in Northampton, the Hibernian Block (190 9) at 345-349 Worthington 
Street in downtown Springfield, a stucco house at 54 Randolph Street (1914) in 
the Forest Park neighborhood, a small apartment block at 116 Fort Pleasant 
Avenue (1908) also in the Forest Park neighborhood, and two ethnic club 
buildings in the Indian Orchard neighborhood of Springfield: Polish Home at 
283-30 Rapalus Street (1914) and Pulaski Hall at 91 Partier Street (1914). 
All of these buildings are s t i l l standing. 

Laurel Hall represents Wozny's diversity as a designer and architect for a mix 
of building types. Laurel Hall also exists not only as one of a few of 
Wozny's apartment blocks, but one of a few apartment houses lef t in the North 
End from the "Apartment Era". 

The early tenants of Laurel Hall included a chauffeur, mechanic, janitor, 
fireman, widow, clerk, and handyman. By the late 1960s, the apartment house 
had begun to lose tenants due to urban renewal efforts in the North End. In 
1974, there was twelve listings; by the late 1970s, this had dwindled to 
three, and in 1982 the whole block was listed as vacant, a condition that has 
continued to the present. 

continued 
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Soc ia l , economic, and technological changes in the mid-twentieth century 
caused the ul t imate downfall and deter iorat ion of the North End area. The old 
North End (from Carew Street on the north to Liberty Street on the south, from 
the Connecticut River on the west to Chestnut Street on the east) was almost 
completely demolished during the urban renewal e f f o r t s of the 1960s. By the 
ear ly 1970s, the area had been t o t a l l y transformed except fo r a few landmarks 
and reminders of the century. The t r a i n stat ion and Hotel Charles remain on 
the southern boundary, and two mul t is tory fac tor ies remain on side st reets in 
the middle of the old neighborhood. Of the apartment blocks and tenament 
houses on Bond and Patton Streets, few survive. Laurel Hall stands as an 
important reminder of the "Apartment Era" and an important time in the 
indus t r ia l development and expansion of Spr ing f ie ld . 
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Discipline 
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. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

EH altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if Itnown) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
n completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness ^ : 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
CH Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 B - 4 S 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
















