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As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this y_ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property j/ _ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national Nstatewide / local

Signature of certifying official/Titte  Brona Simon, SHPO Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby cptify that this property Is;

entered in the National Register . determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register . removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action



United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Nahant Life-Saving Station Essex County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing
private building(s) 2 0 buildings
X public - Local district sites
public - State site structures
public - Federal structure objects
object 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)
DEFENSE: Coast Guard Facility SOCIAL: civic

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions.) . ) )
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Late Victorian . .
foundation:  Fieldstone

Shingle Style walls:  Wood Shingles

roof:  Wood Shingles

other:

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

See Section 7 Continuation Sheet
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Narrative Description
Summeary Description ,

Egablished in 1900, the Nahant Life-Saving Station housad acrew of lifesavers whose mission was to rescuevictims of
coagtd shipwrecks. The gation consgsts of a 1900 Station House, where the crew lived, and a 1938 equipment building,
where rescue equipment was stored. The Station House is atwo-story, wood-frame. Shingle Style-building, approximately
85 feet long by 42 feet wide a itswidest, with an attached three-story lookout tower on one sde. The equipment building
isadapboarded VA- story, wood-frame structure, approximately 50 feet long by 35 feet wide, built in the Colonid

Revival Style. The station was used as aU.S. Life-Saving Sarvice rescue station from 1900 until 1915, ss aU.S. Coast
Guard gation from 1915 until 1964, and as a Coadt Guard Recrealond Facility from 1964 until 1999, when it wes
transferred to its current owner, the Town of Nahant.

Ste Description

Nahant occupies a peninsula extending south from the mainland a the city of Lynn into Massachusetts Bay. The largest
portion ofthe town, Big Nahant, congtitutes the southernmost point of the peninsula and is connected to the mainland by a
narrow causaway, the Nahant Neck. Little Nahant isa small body of land that projects northeest off the causawvay into
Nahant Bay, just north of Big Nahant. The Nahant Life-Saving Station is Situated on the eedt Sde of Nahant Neck at

Short Beach, between Big Nahant and Little Nahant. To the north of the station are Nahant Bay, Marblehead, and Cepe
Ann, while Lynn Harbor, Boston, and Hull lie to the south.

The 14-acrelotisrectangular and generdly level. Three early 20th-century postcards of the station show grass
surrounding the buildings (See Figures 1-3), but today mogt of the lot to the eedt of the station is apaved parking ares,
while the rest congsts mainly of grass with some sandy aress. Two buildings occupy the station grounds: the station
house and the equipment building.

Sation House Description

The Station House is an imposing two-story structure, 78 feet long by 40 feet wide, with a40-foot-high lookout tower
built into the southwest comer. The station design is carried out in the Shingle Style, apopular architectural style of the
late 19th century. |t features numerous detals of the style, including agtegply pitched, wood-shingle roof with alarge,
center aossgable, alookout tower, two inset porcheswith Tuscan columns on the front facade, and adight outward bow
in the siding above the windows in the cross gable and the windows on the second floor of the tower. The gation is Sded
entirely with wood shingles that wrap the comers. All of the windowsoriginally had shutters

The dation dits on afi el dstonefoundation that surrounds the entire building. At the center of the front (west) facede isa
two-bay boatroom, flanked on either Sde by an insat porch. The porch on the northerly Sde leedsto the quartersfor the
gtation captain (or keeper, as he was called by the Life-Saving Service), while the porch on the southerly sSde leeds to
quartersfor the rest of the crew (or surfmen. as they were called by the Service). A st of cament Sgpsleading up to each
porch replaced the origina wooden depsin the 1940s A pair of pand doors to the right Sde of the boatroom providesa
third entry into the front of the station. To the left of the boatroom doors isabank of three narrow &2 double-hung
windows, and a the northerly and southerly endsof the front facede are apair of double-hung windows (See Figure5).

(continued)
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The station's hipped roof is broken in the center of the front elevation by a Seep intersecting cross gable over the
boatroom, which contains three 62 double-hung windows on the second-floor level, and anarrow 1/1 triple-hung window
in the pek of the gable a the attic level. To either Sde of the crass gable is a hipped dormer with a6/2 double-hung
window. Rising throughthe roof a the pegk of the south hip isared-brick interior chimney with asmple corbd a the
top.

On the gtation's north eevation, a s of centered wooden gegpsleads to asmal landinginfront of a pand door to the
keeper's quarters. Tothe right of the door isa 6/1 double-hung window, and above on the second floor isa hipped
dormer with two 4/1 double-hung windows. The lookout tower rises through the right sde of the north eevation.

The Watch Room on the top floor of the four-story lookout tower, where the crew kept awatch of the coadt for
shipwrecks, isbuilt into the station's northwest comer. A distinctive dement isits seeply pitched pyramida roof which
extendslike afixed awning down over the tops of the 1/1 windows on each Sde of the tower'stop floor. Thiswas both a
decorative and apractical feature, as it provided shede for the lookout on sunny days Thetower's second- and third-fioor
leves contain narrow, 1/1, triple-hung windows on eech Sde.

The back (eest facade) of the dation is similar to the front in massing and in many of the details. The main feature is a
bank of four large doors-two pairs of double doors through which the surfboats and other rescue equipment exited the

gtation. To either Sde of the boatroom are 6/25x-over-two double-hung windows. Small porches lead to the keeper's
quarters on the northerly end, and to the crew's quarters on the southerly sde (See Figure 6).

Theroof on the back sde dso hes alarge cross gable over the boatroom, similar to the one in the front. Thishes the same
three 6/2 double-hung windows on the second-floor level and a 1/1 triple-hung window in the peek of the gable a the attic
level. To the It of the cross gable isahipped dormer with a&/2 double-hung window, while a hipped dormer with two
6/2 double- hung windows isto the right of the crossgeble.

The gtation's south devation contains two 6/2, and one 4/1 double-hung windows on the first floor. In the center of the
roof ebove isahipped dormer with two &2 double-hung windows.

The exterior of the station has been recently restored to the period between 1915 and 1920. The siding and trim are
painted white, while all of the window sash and doors are degp green. These colors were determined from an andysisof
the building's paint layers, and are representative of the period.

Insde, thefirst floor was originally laid out with the keeper'sliving quarters a the north end of the building, the crew's
quarters a the south end, and the boatroom in the middle. The 40 by 24-foot boatroom housad the surfboats and other
rescue equipment. The surfboatswere kept on carts, and they could exit the station through doors in the front and back of
the boatroom. The surfboats | eft through the back of the gtation if they were launched into Nahant Bay to the north, or
through the front of the gation if they went into Lynn Harbor or Broad Sound to the south.

The keeper's quarters &t the north end of the station were comprised of three rooms: an office where the records of the
station's daily activities were kept, the kegper'sroom, and akitchen. In mogt of the earlier gations the kegper and crew
ae together, but the Nahant keeper had his own dining area. Thiswas probably in the room labeled as "Kegpar's Room”
onthe origina station plans (See Figure 7).

(continued)
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The crew's quarters to the eedt of the boatroom congsted of alarge mess room where the crew ate, a kitchen and pantry,
and alarge closet for storing "storm clothes' that were wom during rescues. The kegper and the crew each hed their own
entrance from the two porches towards the northerly and southerly ends of the front and back of the gation.

The kegper and crew a0 had sparate quarters on the second floor. A keeper's chamber and keeper's bathroom were on
the north sde of the station, while the crew dept in one large room over the boafroom. Thisroom hasfour built-in cosets
on the north and south walls, used to gore the crew's belongings. At the southerly end of the second floor are three rooms
directly over the crew's quarters on the first floor, and a storeroom, a goare room, and a bathroom.

Originaly there was no centra hesat, but thiswes added in 1906 with the ingtallation offreestandingcast-iron radiators,
many of which arestill in place onthe sscond floor. The basgoard rediators on the first floor were probably installed in
the early 1960s.

The first-floor interior of the station has been restored. Many of the original festures have survived, including the railings
of both gairs, wainscoting and plaster on some of the walls, many of the original interior doors, door and window casings,
and bassboards The origina floor plan dso remains largdly intact.

On the first fioor, many of the interior walls were covered with plywood paneling in the 1950s or 1960s during
rehabilitation of the station, and a new kitchen was added during the same period. When the magjority of the paneling was
removed, it showed the poor condition of the walls behind the pandling. Likewise, when the plagter on the walls of the
dair hallway a the eest 9de of the station was removed, it reveded the wood lath.

With the exception of 1960sfixturesin the bathroom, the second floor remains largely unchanged from when the station
was built.

Equipment Building Description

The equipment building that stands behind and to the eedt of the station was built in 1938, after the U.S. Coast Guard hed
taken over the station from the Life-Saving Service. Thiswas one of a least 50 known buildings of this design that were
built in the late 1930s and early 1940s Itisa one-gtory, four-bay garage, 50 feet long by 30 feet wide, with agable roof
with four gable dormers on both the front and back. The building festures Colonial Reviva details such asafanlight a
each gable end, round-top windows in esch of the dormers, 66 double-hung windows on the back sde of the first floor
and in the pesk of the north and south end walls, and bracketing on the hood over the door onthe north end. Thethree
double-hung windows &t the two end walls originally had shutters, but these were removed sometime after the mid-1950s.
The garage doors on each of the four bays on the front of the building were originally 25-pand doors (five-by-five), but
three of these were replaced with newer doors sometime after 1965 (SeeFigure 8). The building was covered with vinyl
dding in 1978, a which time all four windows aong the back were covered over with the siding. This was removed in the
early 2000s, and the original dapboards wererepaired. The shutters for the end-wall windows were probably removed at
thistime. A small shed-roof addition was added to the back of the building a the southerly end sometime between 1960
and 1963.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American gtes are known on the Nahant Life-Saving Station property, Stesmay be present. Six
Native Stesare recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Known Stesare concentrated in upland and shordine
aressin the Nahant and Little Nahant locdes. Although the environmenta potential of the marine-rdated ecosystem
surrounding the life-saving Sation would have been favorable for Native American subsgence activities, soil typesin the
aeaand historic land use preclude the survival of significant Stes, both ancient and historic, prior to 1898-99. The entire
life-saving station property isincluded in beech soil depodits represented by zones of erosion and depodtion created by
wave action, oceen currents, and wind. No ancient Stes have bean identified in this areawith soils characterized by beach
deposits  In terms of geologica history, aress characterized by beech depogits are of relatively recent origin. Given the
above information, the small Sze of the nominated property (1.4 acres), and impacts assodaed with congmction on the
property of the station dwelling [1899], asmall outbuilding south of the station [not extant, 1899], atwo-car garage [not
extant, 19309 aprivate garage [not extant] shown on a 1931 plan of the propery, an extant garage [1938] later used s an
equipment building, an aviation identification platform [not extant],flagpol eand drill pole [not extant], acistem, a
cesspoal, paved aress and walkways, alow potentia exigts for locating significant ancient Native American and historic
resources prior to ca 1898 in the nominated area

A high potential exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Nahant Life-Saving Station property after
1898. No buildingsor other structureswere located on the life-saving station property when it was deaded to the United
Statesin 1898. Prior to that date, any historic archaeological resources that may have been present were likely destroyed
by formation of beach depogts and historic land use related to the Life-Saving Station. After that date, smctural evidence
may survive from an outbuilding shown on the origina plansto the south of the station. The outbuilding was a one-gory,
wood-frame stmcture with aporch; it contained two privies, a goreroom, and soragefor wood, cod, ad oil. This
outbuilding was demolished prior to congtruction of the existing equipment building built in 1938. Structural evidence
may survive from atwo-car garage (1930s) originally built behind and eedt of the original outbuilding, and a private
garage built about the same time along the esdt property line. Structura evidence may aso survive from an Aviation
Identification Platform built & the east end of the gation grounds, a cistem located north of the Station, and a cesspool
near the beach. Evidence of postholesfrom aflagpoleand drillpole may survive to the west of the Station.

Archaeologica evidence of occupationa-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may aso survive on the grounds of the
Nahant Life-Saving Station. Archaeological evidence from two priviesmay survive & the ste of the original outbuilding,
located to the south of the gtation. Evidence of awell may dso exist; however, the proximity of the st water and the
location of acistem on the property may indicate its aasence Archaeologica evidence offrashdepodts or a domestic
dump may be present

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property . . .
for National Register listing.) (Enter categories from instructions.)

ARCHITECTURE

A Property is associated with events that have made a
MARITIME HISTORY

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Py B  Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

X of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1900-1950

individual distinction.

ID Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information

' important in prehistory or history. L
Significant Dates

1900 construction of Life-Saving Station

1938 construction of Equipment Building

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location. Cultural Affiliation

C a birthplace or grave,

a cemetery.

Architect/Builder
Victor Mindeleff, architect

a reconstructed building, object, or structure,
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance Q'ustification)
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

See Section 8 Continuation Sheet
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Statement of Significance
Summary Statement

Built in 1900 by the United StatesLife-Saving Service, the Nahant Life-Saving Station was one of 33 life-saving ations
egablished in Massachusatts before the modem Coad Guard was formed in 1915 (when the Revenue Cutter Service
merged with the U.S. Life-Saving Service), and itisone of only twelve in the Satethat still survives. Of these, only one
other (the Point AUerton Station inHull, NR 1981) was in active service for alonger period of time initsorigina
function. Itisdsothe only surviving one-of-a-kind station in the state, as all other surviving stations were built from
dandardized plans where more than one of that type was consgmcted. The gtation is architecturally and historically
significant as alargdly intact example of acoadtd rescue dation that played an important role in the maritime history of
Massachusattsand the U.S. The Nahant Life-Saving Station retains integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and fulfills National Regider Criteria A and C at the local and datelevels.

Historical Background
Development of the U.S Life-Saving System

The organized rescue of coagtd  shipwreck survivors off Nahant predates the establishment of the Nahant Life-Saving
Station by more than 50 years, when the Massachusetts Humane Society condructed a lifeboat station in the 1840s for this
purpose. Organized in 1786, the Humane Society was the oldest, largest, and mostwell-known of severd volunteer
organizations formed aong the northem Atlantic coast during the late 18th and early 19th centuries for the sole purpose of
saving the lives of shipwrecked mariners.

Towards the end of the 18th century, the Society began building small, unmanned huts on isolated sectionsof the

M assachusetts coadt that provided sheter and food to shipwreck victims who were adle to make it to shore ontheir own.
Thefirst of thesewas built on Lovel's Idand, in Bogon Harbor, in 1789. Within afew years, otherswere esablished to
the north and south of Bogton and on Cgpe Cod. Thesewere smple smctures outfitted with awood sove, food, and
clothing, and were maintained by anearby resdent gppointed by the Society to look after them.

The first gmcture in this country to house a surfboat for rescuing shipwreck victims was aso built by the Humane
Society. Thiswas congmcted in 1807 a Cohaset, and was probably a smple shingle-sded building, one story high, and
only dlightly longer than its 30-foot surfboat. During the next 65 yearsthe Society extended its lifesaving efforts to other
sections of the Massachusetts coadt, 0 that by 1872 there were 76 boathouses and eight shdlter huts. By 1898, two years
beforethe U.S. Life-Saving Station in Nahant opened, the Humane Society maintained 69 lifeboat Sations between
Annisgquam and Wegtport. Of these, ten were located north of Boston, a Nahant, Lynn Beach, Swampscott, Marbleheed,

and Sdem, two eaech a Gloucester and Rockport, and one & Annisquam. 1

It isnot known for certain when the Humane Society boathouse a Nahant was established, but the town's 1845 Annual

Report listsa station a the "Nahant Hotel." A photograph in the collection of the Nahant Historical Society shows a

Humeane Society boathouse that was presumably built after this date, on what was historically called Longfellow or
(continued)

1 Humare Sodety of the Commonwesdth of Massachusatts Report: 1897 and 1898 (Bogon: Humeare Soddy of the Commonwedth
of Massadhusdits 1898), 10-11.
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Cobblers Beach (now known as Curlew Beach) off Willow Road. Thiswas moved acrossthe dret and converted into a
private house that still gands, in an dtered condition, & 170 Willow Road. Although itsdate of congmction isnot known
for certain, it was probably the 1865 gation, mentioned in a history of the Humane Society. At that time, it was under the
commeand of N. Lear of Lynn. By 1869, William Luscomb had bean gppointed keeper-in-charge, and it was listed a5

gation No. 122

The Humene Sodety dations operated under the supervison of paid kegperswho drilled volunteer arews in surfboat
handling and various lifesaving techniques. Each aremvmembear wes paid for atendance & drills and for rescues in which
he assded. Asan added incentive, medds and other rewards were often given for outstanding acts of heroiam.

Although the Sodety was successful in reducing the number of casudties from shipwrecksin Massachusets there was
ned for anationa network of lifesavers dong other sections of the coadt. Navigationd ads such as lighthouses and
markers that were largely in poor condition; unreiable, inaccurate coedd charts, and unssaworthy or overloaded ships
piloted by inexperienced captains al contributed to numerous shipwrecks and losses of life.

The public outcry resulting from frequent shipwrecks along the New Jarsey coedt during the 1840s led to efforts to
egtablish what was to become the first federaly funded sysem of lifesavers. Thisbegan in 1848, when Representative
William A. Newdll of New Jarsey secured an gppropriation of $10,000 to provide funds for building eight unmanned
gations dong the northem New Jarsey coed. These were simiillar in congruction and function to the Humane Sodety
boathouses, and were outfitted with much of the same type of rescue equipment. Over the next seven years the federd
governmeant built 56 gations from Cgpe May a the southern tip of New Jarsey to Montauk Point at the eestan end of
Long Idand, plusone a& Fshes Idand and one a Watch Hill in westem Rhode Idand. The existing boathousss of the
Massachusatts Humane Socdiety extended the network of lifesavers from Cgpe Cod to the New Hampdhire border, thus
providing a meesure of protection to shipping around and betwean the mgjor ports of Philaddphia, New York, and
Boson.

Although the number of gations hed increesad subgtantidly snce the federd governmant's involvement in 1848, there
were still many problems plaguing the sysgem that contributed to great loss of life from maritime disssters. The
governmeant's lack of control over the daily operations of many gaions, and the rdiance on volunteersto men them, were
two mgjor shortcomings. Although alocd resdent or benevolent society waas initially gppointed to look after the
buildings and maintain the equipment, mogt ovarsears soon logt interest. No funds were provided for repairs, and over
time the gations and equipment began to suffer from neglect. Furthermore, unpaid and poorly trained crews were often
difficult to gather a atime when the stuation caled for quick and well-coordinated action. In gparsdy populated arees,
response time wes particularly dow.

In 1853, an atempt was mede to bring more order and effectiveness to the Sarvice. A paid superintendent was gppointed
to ovarsee the operations of the sysem, and for the first time paid kegparswere put in charge of the gations. However,
this proved to be only moderatdy successful, as many of the kegparswere political gopointees with few skillsin training
aews or directing rexcue efforts. 1t was not until 1869 that surfmen were offered pay as well, but then only & dternate
gations and only during the severewinter months.

(continued)

2 Howve Mak Antony DeWolfe. The Humene Sodey of the Commonwedth of Massedhusdtts en Hidtoricd Review, 17851916
(Bogon: The Soddly), 231
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A number of fatal shipwrecksaong the Atlantic coegt during the winter of 1870-71 demondrated the lack of protection
from an inefficient service in need of gregter organization and mare dations. In response to the public outcry following
the news of the disagters. Congress gppropriated funds for paid crewsto live & every dation for such periods as deamned
necessy. It do gopointed Sumner | Kimball to supervise dl operations of what wes to eventudly become the U.S.
Life-Saving Sarvice One of Kimball's first acts wasto commisson an investigation of the entire sarvice to determine
what was nesdad to meke it more effective. After finding that many of the boathouseswere in poor condition and badly
mn, he ordered a complete reorganization of the sysem. Incompetent kegpears were removed and replaced with the most
skilled surfmen a each gation, and the repair of deteriorated buildings and equipment begen.

Kimbal's investigation aso found that most dations were located too far gpart for neighboring crews to be of assdance to
each other during rescues. Sigps were taken to build additiond dations in betwean older ones so that eech would be no
morethan an average of threeto five milesfrom the next. To bring this about, 18 new dations were ordered for New
Jarsey and Long Idand, while dl of the existing ones underwent renovations to acoommodate additional crevmembears

and eguipment.

In 1872, Congress gppropriated funds to extend the Sarvice to the coeds of Rhode Idand and Massachusettswith the
congmction of a gation on Block I1dand and a& Naragansdtt Fer, as well as nine gations on Cgpe Cod to supplement the
efforts of the Humane Society. This brought the total number of U.S. Life-Saving Stitionsto 82. Two yearslater, in
1874 9x more gations were built in Massechusatts on Nantucket and Flum Idand (north of Boston), while another ten
were esablished from Gurnet Point in Plymouth (south of Bogton) to the New Hampshire border during the late 1880s
and 1890s The neares year-round life-saving gations to Nehant were a Point Allerton in Hull (south of Bogton),
egablished in 1890, and Straitgmouth in Rockport (to the north), built in 1899. Afloatingsation was located in
Dorcheder Bay, off City Point in Baston Harbor, in 1896, but was active only during the summer months.

Ahhough the Life-Saving Service hed edablished 25 gaions in Massschusats by the end of the 19th century, the
Humane Society continued to maintain their own gations, al of which were manned by volunteers. In fact, the Humene
Sodiety gation a Nahant remained active until & leest 1914, fourteen years after the congruction of the Nahant Life-
Saving Sation”

When dations of the two organizations were located near each other, they assided eech other in rescues whenever
possble Butin January 1898, when the Humane Sodiety tried to rescue the arew of the cod-carrying schooner Charles
S Briggs, which went aground off the cliffsof Little Nahant, the nearet life-saving sation & Hull wastoo far avay to
offer asddance Dexpitethe Sodety's efforts, al eght cevmembers perished.

History of the Nahant Life-Saving Station

Theinability of the volunteer crew assgned to the Nahant Humane Society station to respond effectively to shipwrecks
auch ssthe Charles S Briggs prompted Massachusetts Senator Henry Ceabot Lodgeto file abill in Congress the day after
the wreck. Thebill caled for the establistment of a professondly manned U.S. Life-Saving Station a Nehant. Lodge
a0 urgad the town to donate to the federd government a piece of land onwhich to build the Sation. At the March 19,
1898, Town Mesting, a motion was gpproved to "authorize the Sdectman to give the United Sates aquitable Stefor a
life-saving gation on Land belonging to the Town." Soon after, Congress pessd the legidation.

(continued)

3 The 1914 Atlasof Nahart (Sanbom Map), in the cdllection of the Nehart Higoricd Soddy, dons aMass Humere Soddy
Boathouse on Willow Roed
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On October 27, 1898, aparcd on the north Sde of Nahant Neck a Short Beach wias deaded to the United States ThisSte
was chosen becauseit offered essy aooess to and good views of Lynn Harbor and Broad Sound to the south, and Nahant
Bay to the north. The gtation was placed on the north Sde of the road that runsadong the middle of the Neck because the
land iswider and higher then that on the south Sde and because the water on this Sdewas degper and therefore more
favorable for launching a surfboat (See Figure 9).

Soon after the land was transferred to the Life-Saving Sarvice, planswere garted for the layout of the Sation Ste and the
condruction of the buildings. Ore of the earliest drawings assodated with the dation isaplot plan of the lot that wes

drawn in August 1898 before any buildings were congmcted”  Ancther plot plan drawn in October of 1899, just before

the gation was completed, shows the placement of buildingsonthe Ste™ (See Figure 9). Theseincluded the gation
dwelling and asmdl outbuilding to the eest of the station, plus afl agpol eand drillpole to the wes of the dation. A 1919
plot plan that shows the Ste in gregter detail indudes acistem to the north of the station, a.cesgpoadl near the beach, paved
aress and wakways, and what 1ooks from early photos to be en iron-rod fence dong the south, west, and north boundaries

(See Fgures 13 and 10)."

The gation was desgned by Victor Mindeleff (1861-1948), who was born in London of Russan paratsand trained esan
architect in Waghington, DC. He wes as0 an accomplished watercolorist, gardener, and ethnologist. Much of his work
was influenced by saverd expeditions he mede to the southwestern U.S. with John Wedey Powell, beginning in 1881.
There he drew sketchesand later condructed scele modds of Native American pueblo ruins and cliff dwelingsfor the
recently created Bureau of American Ethnology. He aso worked for the Smithsonian Ingtitution where he published

svad works on American ethnology

MindelefPs architecturd work prior to the Life-Saving Sarvice included the 1891-92 Chautaugqua Tower (NR), a
Richardsonian Romanesque circular Sructure that housad adminidrative offices a Glen Edho Park in Glen Echo, MD.
After he | eft the service, he esablished an indgpendent practice in Washington DC, where he focusad on designing sngle-
family homesin conjunction with their surrounding landscgped gardens. During thistime he also designed a number of
buildingsin what is now Shenandosh Nationd Park, the mogt impressve of which weas Massanutten Lodge (built in 1919
in amgtic architecturd style, and liged in the Nationd Regigter). He sarved as the architectura advisor on the design of
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier (dedicated in 1921) a Arlington National Cemetery, and wes presdent of the
Woashington chapter of the American Inditute of Architectsin 1924 and 1925, as well as presdent of the Washington

Chapter of the Watercolor Guild.»

(continued)

A "Han of Land Teken for U.S Life Saving Saion. Nehart, Mass Augud 81898 Sourae U.S. Coest Guard Civil Enginering
Office (USCG CEO), Wawidk, RI.
5 "Skeich Shoning the Location of Nahart Life-Saving Station, Seood Didrict. Odobar 10th, 1899 Source USOG CEO, Wawick,
RI.
6 "Hat FHan. U.S. Coedt Guad Sion Numbar 24, Nahat, Mass, Dec. 1919 Source USOG CEO, Wawick, RI.

"Victor Minddeff, 1896-1948" Journd ofthe Amaican Inditute of Architects, May 1948, 219.

A William Bughong, Judith HEm Robinson, and Julie Mudler. A Catennid Higtory of the Weshington Chapter: The Amarican
Indtitute of Architects 1887-1987, (Wadhington, D.C: The Washington Architecturd Foundation Press 1987), 143
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Mindeleff began working for the Service in 1896 and Sayed for gpproximatdy 20 years, leaving around the time it was
taken over by the U.S. Coast Guard. While there he was the mod prolific of al its architects, staying the longest ad
producing the mos desgns He designed eight different one-of-a-kind gation plans, from which only asingle dation wes
built, and a leedt ten different dandardized dation types, from which batween two and 30 gations were built of each type.

The Nahant gation was probably histhird desgn and hisfirst one-of-akind plan.®

Although he either Sgned or initidled mog of hisplans as architect, he was d<o listed as "typogrgpher and hydrographer”
in 1909 and 1912 publication that contains travel expansereports of Treasury Department employess  In that rolehe
""sscured hydrogrgphic and topographic datanecessry for the preparaion of plans and specifications' for new gaions,
and mede "urveys and established boundary lines' & existing ones

Eleven shedts of architecturd plans were drawn for the gation's constmction.'* These ae labded "Nahant ad
Gloucester," indicating agation of thistype was planned for both locations. Although dations a both Steswere
completed in 1900, for an unknown reason adation of an earlier style (a Duluth Type design) was indeed built &
Gloucegter. At that time, therewere 270 gations etablished on the Atlantic, Gulf, Great Lakes, and Pacific coads, 31 of
which were in Massschusdits

Although the origina 1899 plans of the Nahant dation exi<t, the congruction specifications that accompenied the plans

have not been found. ' Thesewould have desaribed how the station would be built and what materials were usd inits
congruction. They may have d0 specified what colors were usad on the siding and trim. Two early 20th-century color
postcards of the gation show the siding shingles to be brown or gray, suggesting they probably were left unpainted, a
common practice for shingle Siding on gaions The specificationsfor the Duluth Type gation that was desgned by
Mindeleff s predecessor in 1893 called for the roof and shingle siding to be unpainted, s did those for Mindeleff s 1910
Lorain Type dation desgn. Thewood trim on the Nahant station was painted, probably white.

The outbuilding shown to the south of the ation on the origind plans was aone-dory, wood-frame dmcture with a porch
and contained two privies, agoreroom, and sorege for wood, cod, ad oil.

(continued)

A Although the Nehert pans are nat Sgned by an architedt, there islittle doubat thet Minddeff drew them. He wes the only architect
working for the Life-Saving Savice during the paniod it wes desgned, ad the plans have mery amillar festures found in dation plans
hedid Sgn.

10 Hars ofthe Nehart Life-Saving Station, 1839, 11 Shedts Souroe USCG CEO, Wawick, RI.

"1 A large numba of architecturd plans for the gaion (induding an origind ooy of the origind 1899 plans containing 11 shedts),
plus g&tion plot plans, ae hdd a the U.S. Coest Guard Civil Enginearing Office, Wawick, RI as of Novarmber 1999, The
condrudtion goedfications for the origind dranings could nat be found in this office. With the trandfer of the dation from the Coest
Guad to the Toawn of Nahart, this collection of panswill prabebly eventuely be trandfared to the Cartogrgphic ad Architecturdl
Branch of the Nationd Archives in Cdlege Pak, Maryland. A few gaion plans ean d<o be found & the Coedt Guard Acadany
Library (USCGAL) in New London, CT, in the microfilm collection, "United Sates Coedt Guard Civil Enginesring Tradings Lifeboet



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior Nahant Life-Saving Station
National Park Service Name of Property

] ) ) ) Essex County, Massachusetts
National Register of Historic Places County and State
Continuation Sheet Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number 8 Page 6

Completed in Febmary 1900, the station was congtructed by John Barrows of Portland, Manea acog of $7,945.00/2 ",
preparaion for the opening. Captain Nehemiah C. Hayman wis gppointed the gation kegper in March. Captain Haymen
was bom in Wellfleet, Mass, in 1859 and worked s afisherman before entering into the Life-Saving Sarvice Many
lifesavers were fishermen before joining the Service; their skill in handling dories d s mede them good surfmen. 1n 1830
Haymean wes gppointed surfman a the Cahoon Hollow Station in Wellfleet, where he dayed until 1895. Heweas then
promoted to the rank of captain and assigned to the Gay Head sation on Marthds Vineyard, where he served until he wes
transferred to Nahant. A

Ahhough Captain Hayman was assigned to the Nahant gation in March of 1900, it was another few months before a crew
of sx surfmen wes gppointed under hiscommand. Like mod other life-saving dations of this period, the Nahant station
was initialy mamed from the beginning of Augugt to the end of May, because shipwrecks were more likely to oocur
during this period then in the ummer. A seventh crevmember wiss added from Decamber to April to assid in the winter
months, when sorms were more frequent. When the newly formed U.S, Coadt Guard absorbed the Life-Saving Sarvice in
1915, It cdled for gations to be open year-round due to the increese in acddents and groundings ofthe ever-increesing
number of pleesure boats, particularly on the Atlantic Coed. However, it was not until 1917, when the Coast Guard came

under the contral of the Navy during World Wer |, thet dations sayed open the entire yeer ™

When not involved in arescue, lifesaving arews in every gation throughout the country maintained the same weekly
routine. During the day, acongant wetch of the coed for wrecks wes kept from the dation's lookout tower. At night and
a times of poor visibility during the day, acevmembear patrolled the beach looking and listening for dgnsof adhip in
digressor ashipwreck. Although the exact route of the foot patrol & the Nahant dation isnot known for certain, it is
bdieved it included the entire coadtline around the town, not just the beach dong Nahant Neck.  When awreck was
dghted, the patrolman lit afl areto dert the ship that it had been Sghted, and then hurried beck to the station to summon
hdp.

Mog rescues during the 19th and early 20th century were mede with éther a shalow-draft, and relatively light surfboat
that was rowed, or with aheavier and degper draft lifeboat, which wes rowed or sailed. Surft)oats were kept on acart in
the gtation, and dragged by the crew to the shore where they were launched. A lifeboat, because of its weight and draft,
hed to be launched from amarine railway that ran dong aramp from the dation's boaroom to the ss|a Along beech
ooeds where the ooeen bottom fell off gradudly from shore, auch as those on ether Sde of Nahant Neck, surfboats were
used because alifeboat drew too much weter to be launched from shore (See Fgures 11 and 12).

Someimes the conditions were unfavorable for rescue by the surfljoat, such as when the ssa was extremdy rough. Inthis
case the breasches buoy gpparatus wes used. A cart holding the bresches buoy eguipment wes pulled by the crew from the
gation to alocation on the beach near the wreck, where the gpparatus wes st up for the rescue (See Fgures 13 and 14).
A line atached to ashot wes fired from a.carmon on shore into the ship'srigging and tied to the madt by the sailors. Then
alifering with apair of canvas breaches savn into it wes atached to the line with apulley and sant out to the vesd to
carry back the sranded crew one by one

(continued)

12 Lvnn Dally Bvening Item. Jauary 5, 1900, See dso: Kaneth A. Wilkie, "The U.S. Coest Guard in the Toan of Nehart,” 1987.
Unpublished menusript. Nehart Higorical Soaety Archives

"Bxpaiances of a Coegt Guardamen” Lvin Item. Feoruary 10, 1908
1" The Annud Reparts of the United Sates Life-Saving Savice ligt the pariod during the yeer eech dation wes manned
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Station arews practiced various lifesaving drills five daysawesk. Because the bresthes buoy rescue wes complex and
occadondly wes performed a night, two daysa wesk were devoted to itsprectice. All dations had en area on thelir
grounds, with a pole smulating the megt of a wrecked ship, which was used to practice the drill.

Thedrill grounds ds0 contained afl agpol e.Heags were usd to sand messages batween adjacent saions before the
advent of tdephones and between gaions and ships. Sations could Sgnd aship itslocation and dert it to offshore
dangars or expected dormy weether. They could dso warn avesH if it came to dose to shore, or dert a shipwrecked
caew that hdpwas on theway. The Nahant drill grounds are hown on the gation's 1899 and 1919 plot plans and the
origind =t of drawings contains aplan of the breaches buoy pole andflagpol e(See Figure 4). Drills were not conducted
on weskends, but Saturday's were st agdefor sation deaning. Sunday was aday of rest, dthough the arew hed to
remain oncal a the station or nearby in case of a shipwreck. Each member took turns by the wesk in cooking and
housekesping.

When crews were not practicing drills or involved in a rescue, gation life was often routine and mundane These entries
fromthe 194 Annua Report of the United States Life-Saving Sarviceillugtrate someof the crew'stypical day-to-day
activities:
Oat .18, Naphthalaunch, no name Engine broken down and vessd lying helpless 3/4 of amile SSV of gation. A
surfman on patrol discovered the disebled craft and tdgphoned to the kegper and the life saving crew went to her

relief in surfboat, anchored her with surfboat anchor, landed her crew of two men, and the following day towed
her into harbor. A~

Oct. 25, Schooner Edith Emery. This vessd's anchaor fouled some sunken wreckege and surfmen assded the crew
in getting it dear and making sail. M

May 16. At 1:30 amduring athick fog the patrol discovered afi shingdoop periloudy neer to therocks. He
digplayed anight Sgnd and warned her of her danger. She then heeded offshore.' »

Thefirst attempted rescue from the station involving loss of life oocurred on Decamber 22, 1903, An entry in the 1904
Annua Report desribes the attempt to rescue two fishermenin afishing dory.

On Decamber 22, 1903, thefishingfl eetof Swampsoott, Massachusets were engaged in hauling trawls in the

» waes off that town until about noon, when they completed their work and prepered to return to port. One ofthe
dories under sail and carryingfishermenAndrew Gdlagher and Wadter Cory wes farthest out, and wes caught in a
gde, which the others escaped, by which it was cgpsized and the occupants quickly drowned. The disagter was
witnessad by the lookout of the Nahant Life-Saving Station 2-3/8 milesdigant fromthe soane ad dso by a
lookout on ahill in Swampsooit, who wes very much nearer. Both gave the darm a about 1:10 pm., in reponse

(continued)

Annud Repart of the Oparations of the United Sates Life-Saving Savice (Waghington, DC: U.S Govarmat Rinting Office,
1904), 114.
11 hid, 17. .

17 Ibid., 208.
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to which a ngphtha launch prooseded from Swampsoott adigance of about three fourths of amile and arrived
upon the soene & 1:30 p.m., while adory that was near by arrived five minutes afterwards, and in some ten or
fifteen minutes later the surfboat from the life-saving station. These three boats mede every effortin their power
to discover some dgns of the missing men, but without avail, and when the invedtigation of the drcumdances of
the disagter was mede nothing hed bean discovered either of the sunken dory or ofthe fishermen.

The evidence shows that the men went down with the dory, and that the boet from the life-saving station wes
promptly launched and mede remarkeably good time in reeching the scene The ingpecting officer, in commenting
upon the prompiness of the crew, says that they mede "aquick dart and gave asplendid exhibition of skill and
endurance in rowing the 2-1/2 milesin acdhoppy seain less than forty minutes from the time the darm wes given,
including the time required to launch the boat. Thisachievemeant was emphaticaly commended by al the

withessesswho testified."!1

Ancther rescue attempt was mede on April 28, 1913, On that day the two-magted stchooner FrancisA. Rice, carrying a
cargo of wooden pilings, grounded on Sendars Ledge betwean Nahant and Egg Rock, three-quarters of amile from the
dation. The crew launched the surfboat and rowed out to the ship but when they arrived they found the sailors hed mede

it to hore safdy on their own. The ship, however, was atotd wreck. A

In 1915, Congress passd alaw thaet merged the Life-Saving Service with the Revanue Cutter Sarvice to form the United
Sates Coegt Guard. The merger of the Life-Saving and Revenue Cutter Services combined the efforts of an organization
that rescued victims of coadd shipwrecks from shore with one that digpatched vessds to amise the coedt assigting
offshore shipsin didress. Initialy the Life-Saving Sarvice continued to operatein much the same maner it had in the
pag, ad little dhangad a the Nahant dation for the first few years after the trandtion. At that time there were 279
dations in operation, only seven more than were in service when the Nahant station ws built fifteen years earlier in 1900.

In May 1916, the threemegted schooner Lucia Porter ran aground off the Swampscoit-Lynn town line during a storm.
Bound for Marthds Vineyard from S. John, New Brunswick, with aload of plagter lath, the ship's crew was rescued by
the Nahant station without any loss of life. Although thiswes the ssoond ship to mn eground off the station Snce it wes
opened, it wasthefirst time the lifesavers were involved in rescuing the crew. In April 1913, aship bound for Nova
Scotiawrecked off Eadt Point, but the crew made it to shore on their own.

On Decamba 17, 1918, Captain Frank Govetook charge of the gation after the retirement of Captain Hayman, the
origina kesper who had served & Nahant for nearly 19 years. Gove weas bom in Ipswich in 1883 but moved to Lynn
when he was a boy.20

During the 1920s the dation, like meny others, was involved in preventing mm-mnning. One incident occurred in May of
1925 when awatchman patrolling Short Beach spotted asuspidous boet off Bass Point. The kegper and the crew took to
the surfboat hoping to catch the boat making an atempted landing, but the rumrunner panicked when he saw the Coagt
Guardamen and dumped the mm overboard. The Coast Guard recovered 25 casesfl oatingin the water, and saverd more
washaed up on Bass Point.

(continued)

18 Ibid,, 23
1™ "Life Saving Grew Reedy for Winter," Lvnn Daily Evening Item. Augud 1,1911.
2" Sanley C. Patason ad Cal C. Sseburg, Nahat on the Rodss (Nahart, Mass: Nehart Higoricd Sodety), p. 275-276.
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Beginning in 1926, the facility aso housed aradio gation. A crew offiveradio operators moved into the Sation,
occupying the two rooms & the south end of the seoond floor that were formerly usad for recregtion”™ The operators hed
previoudy been located in East Bogton but were moved to the Nehant gation becauseits location was more favorable for
transmitting and receiving radio sgnads. The dation was manned by the radio operators 24 hours aday, ssven days a
wesk. A ged radio tower for the antenna was built to the west of the sation neer the drill grounds.

The radio opaaorswere part of anewly cregted federa sysdem of maritime communications that sant and received
messsgesfrom shipsa ssa Although they occasondly warmed commerdd vessds of gpproaching gorms, modt of their
efforts involved directing Coagt Guard patrol boets that were trying to prevent mm- miming. To kegp their tranamissons
o, operators usad coded messeges in voice and Morse code

Although the radio crew wes located in the Nahant station, the Coagt Guard radio sarvice wies nat directly apart of the
Coedt Guardslifesaving misson. Nor were the operators under the command of the gation's captain. Ingteed, they
reported to Coedt Guard radio heedquarters located in the Boston Cudoms House™M

The gation may dso have bean equipped with atdephone, origindly or soon after it was built. Inthe late 1890s and eaxrly
19005 tdephone sarvice was esablished between many dations o they could better communicate with each ather. This
waes particularly useful when assistance wis requested from neighboring gations during a shipwreck.

In late 1931 or 1932, atwo-car garage was built behind and to the et of the originad outbuilding that contained the privy
and fud .23 itisnot known what vehides the Sation hed & that time, but it islikely atractor was used to pull the surfboat
on itscart to the beach where it wes launched. A 1931 gation plot plan showing the proposad location ofthe two-car
garage, dso shows an exiging private garage dong the eedt property line towerds the shore”™ Although it is nat known
why there was a private garage on the grounds or its date of congtmction, it probably was built after 1919 becauseit does
not gppear on aplot plan of thet date

During the 1910s and 19205 motor lifeboats were taking the place of surfboats a many Coedt Guard dations throughout
the country. They could reech awreck fagter than a surfboat, and because they were motorized the lifesaverswere in
better shgpe when they arrived on the socene However, because these boats were heavy and hed adep draft, they hadto
ather be launched from aramp that led from the Station's boatroom into degp water, or from a seperate boathouse & the
water's edge At afew gations, they were kept in the water a adock, but the water on ether Sde of Nahant Neck wastoo
ghdlow to launch or dock amotor lifeboat.

In the late 19305 the Coadt Guard proposad the condruction of alarge boaethouse for amotor lifeboat a the end of Wharf
Stret, to be manned by the crew a the Nahant station. The plan festured athree-bay boetroom ofthe same desgn as
many other boathouses of this period, and along ramp leading directly into the sea25

(continued)

2" "Cgptan Gove 50 Today." Lvmn Dally Bvening Item. Feauary 15, 1918,

22 "Byes ad Eas of Nawy ae Always Opan & Netat Redo Sation,” Lvnn Daly Bvening Item. August 27, 1927.

23 Hars ofthe Netart Life-Saving Saion, 1890,

24 Convearsstion, Novamba 20, 1999, with Maurice Poulin, Commanding Officer of the Nehart Coedt Guard Sation, 1960-1962.

25 "Hanfor aTwo Ca Garage”" Jine 10, 1931 Source US Coedt Guard Civil Enginesring Tradings (on micrafilms), USCGAL, New
London, CT.
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For an unknown reeson, the boathouse was never buih. It ispossible the Coagt Guard wias not able to obtain atitle to the
land they nesded for the facility. A 1936 survey of an areaon Willow Road commissioned by the Coest Guard indicates
they were looking for adte in this areaa leadt two years earlier than when the Wharf Street boathouse was proposd.
The survey hes anote on it indicating the property was not obtained, but does not gate why. 1t isdso possble the Coedt
Guard may have decided nat to build there after ssaing the damege done to this areaby the 1938 hurricane.

Ingteed of building the boathouss, the Coest Guard placed amotor lifeboat & adock in Lynn Harbor. Although this
arangamatt wes better than having no lifeboat, it was not as convenient as having it located a the dation or in anearby
boathouse that was manned on acondant bags. When the lifeboat was nesded, it took the crew about 15 minutes to reech
the dock from Nahant.26

Asother neerby dations obtained motor lifeboats in the late 1930s and 1940s that could quickly respond to shipwrecks,
the importance of the Nehant station, with alifeboat that was 15 minutes awvay, began to decline. In the late 1930s a
motor lifeboat was placed a the gation directly to the south of Nahant, a Point Allerton in Hull, and & Gloucester tothe
north. The Nahant dation had amotor surfboat during this period but it wes samdler, had ashorter range, and wesless
seaworthy than the motor lifeboats being ussd by mogt other dations. The fact that the beach on either Sde of Nahant
Neck Roed was auiteble only for launching ashallow-draft surfboat was probably not seen as adrawback to the dation's
location when it was built in 1900, because modt life-saving sations on the East Coedt usad surfboats for rescues @ that
time. By the late 19305 however, daions without amotor lifeboat were baing phased out.

After the Coast Guard decided againg building the Wharf Street boathouss, they mede some improvements to the Nehant
dation. The mogt sgnificant one wes the 1938 congmction of the present equipment building, which isafour-bay garage
to the northwest of the station. Thiswas probably built baecause the gation nesded more goece for equipment and boats
than could be accommodated in the origina outbuilding (which was torn down to make way for it) or in the 1930s two-car
garage A 1938 plot plan shows the location of the equipment building and the two-car garage, dthough it does not
include the private garage that gopeared on the 1931 plan.27 The plan dso shows an Aviation Identification Platform that
wes placed & the eest end of the grounds The platform, which contained the number "24" in large numerds, was usd to
hdp planesflying over the Sation detennine their location.

A st of drawingsdonein 1937 indicates that some relatively minor improvements were aso mede to the gation & this
time. Theseindude rebuilding or repairing porches on the north and eedt 9de of the dation, and repairs to the boatroom
dooars, to aramp on the west Sde, and to some windows and doors throughout the station.

In 1941, during the build-up to World Wear 11, the Coast Guard weas transferred from the Treasury Department to the Navy.
Whilethe Army was given thejob of defending the coedt from foreign attack. Coagt Guard gations were asigned the task
of operating an "information sysem" to look for Gaman hips that might try to land saboteurson shore

(continued)

26 "Nehart Sation. Suggesed Location for Garege”" Flat Flan, Deoamber 1,1931. Souros US Coedt Guard Civil Enginesring
Tradngs (on micrafilms), USCGAL, New London, CT.
Z7 Han for Bagthouse and Laundway, Nehart Station, Jly 14,1938 2 Sheds Souros USOG CEO, Wawidk, R
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To accomplish this, the Coadt Guard established beech patrols and built lookout towers along the entire length of the eedt,
wegt, and Gulf coegts The Coast Guardamen were not eguipped to repd amed units, but ingeed were to report Sghtings
of sugpidious activities. The patrols and lookouts were not confined to just the areaaround gaions but extended to the
entire coedt between dations, thus ensuring continuous coverage of the coadline. To assid in thiseffort the Coast Guard
hired extra personnd, caled Temporary Reserves some of who were assigned to work patrols near the dations, while
otherswere driven from gations to more digant sectionsof the coast. Volunteer civilians o hdped out in many coadd
communities, including Nahant.

By Febmary 1943, the Coadt Guard surveillance wes in full operation in New England, and the Nahant gtation, like all
others, was involved in these ectivities. Had it not bean for the role Coast Guard gations played in World Wer 11, some of
the amdler and less Sgnificant ones would probably have bean dosed beforethe War. Itisnot known if thiswould have
bean the fate of the Nahant dation, but without amotor lifeboat it might have been dated for closing.

Photos of the gtation during the 1950s show anumber of dhanges to the outsde ofthe building. In a 1950 photo, the front
porch a the west end hes been filled in, and the origina fl aredwooden geps for both front porches have been replaced
with the present camat 2gps Theiron fence ssenin the early photos dong Nahant Roed hes been replaced with what
looks to be wooden pogts connected by two drands of wire (Sse Figure 16). Three aerid photos teken in the mid 1950s
provide good views of the gation and grounds during this period™ (See FHgure 17). In what is presumably the latest of

the three photos, taken in Decambar 1956, the two tracks of concrete behind the gtation for launching the surfboat (ssen in
the two earlier views) gopear to have been removed. This suggests that the surfboat was ether not being used by this
time, or was kept in the equipment building ingeed of in the dation. Itislikely the motor lifeboat in Lynn Harbor wes
probably still being used a this time.

In 1960, afew dhanges were mede to the welkways and paved aress around the sation. In the early 1960s the boatroom
doors were boarded over, the launching ramp from the boatroom to the beach was removed, and asmadl addition was
mede to the back ofthe eguipment building.

A few rdatively minor changes to the indde of the gation were mede during the 1950s and early 1960s In 1952, afirein
the atic above the second-floor quarters damegad roof rafters and sheathing boards, requiring the replacement of some of
the roofing and framing. The following yeer, improvements were mede to the kitchen and an adjecent pantry. A partition
in the crew's quarters was added sometime after 1960.

In 1964, the gation wis deactivated, and dthough it wes no longer used for rescues it wes kept by the Coagt Guard to be
usd as arecregtiond facility by ective and retired Coaegt Guard personnd and their families. Thisuse of the dation may
have actudly begun earlier, as a 1960 plan of thefirst floor refersto the boatroom &s the ""Recregtion Room.™

To accommodate the new use, anumber of interior changes were made. In the boatroom, both of the exterior doors were
dosd off, the ingde was divided into two aress with apartition sgparding the front from the back, and the wallswere
covered with plywood panding. The back area of the boatroom wes converted into akitchen, which saved food to

(continued)

28 "Nahat Coegt Guardsmen ad Boat Rudhed to Hood Ares” Undated nevgogpe artide photo, ca 1940. Nahart Hidoricd
Soddy.
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people outdde the gation through a passthrough that wes cut into the boarded-over rear boatroom doors. On the badk of
the gation, two bathrooms accessble from the outdde were arested in what wiss originally the kegper’s kitchen, ina
chamber a the west end of thebuilding. Linoleumflooringand carpeting found in some aress of the gation probably d<o
date to thisperiod. In March of 1978, insulation and vinyl sding were ingdled on the outdde of the Sation and the
equipment building, after awinter gorm the previous month dameged the origind sding.

From as early as 1966, the Town of Nahant begen atempts to gain ownership of the gation. During the Life-Saving
Savice ea dations no longer in use usudly reverted badk to the former owner of theland, which in this caee wasthe
town. Nahant daimed that snce it was no longer being used for rescues, the gation should be tumed back to them, and
waent to court to try to force the change  Although the courts sded with the Coast Guard, the town did not give up its
efforts to aoquire the gation. Finally, on November 20, 1999, 25 yearsafter the Sation wes deactivated, the Coegt Guard
tumed the gtation over to the town & acaremony a the Nahant Town Hall. Since thet time, the building owner hes
underteken a phesad restoration and rehabilitation of the Station and eguipment buildings, amed a returning them to
savice to the community. The gation will offer renteble goecefor events, private office goeoe, and arentd gpartment. The
equipment building now provides public resrooms for beedhgoars and rentable catering goece

Between 2002 and 2005, the Town of Nahant undertook repairs and restoration of the gation's exterior. The mog
sgnificant work involved removing the vinyl sding and restoring the woodwork and shingle siding that hed bean
damegad or removed when the vinyl was ingdled in 1978, replacing the agphdt roof shingles with wood shingles,
restoring the inset porch on the west end of the south devation to its gopearance before it hed bean filled in during the
1905 ad rebuilding the railings and geps for the two north entries and one west entry. Additiona work included
restoring the wood gutters and cornices, repairing and replicating the boatroom doors, repairing many of the windows, and
rebuilding the besemeant bulkheed doors. After the work was completed, the exterior was painted in acolor schame of
white and dark green besed on an andydis of the existing paint layers bawean 1915 and 1920.

Many of the origina festures were retained in the restoration of thefirst floor of the ation, including the railings of bath
dars many of the origind interior doors, door and window casngs, basghoards and tongue- and-groove girip panding.

The equipment building hes dso changad little ance it was built, with the exception of the vinyl siding that was added in
1978. Thishes 9nce been removed. Regtoration of the exterior included replacing the agohdt roof shingles with wood
shingles, reproducing the origind garage doors, restoring the siding and wood trim, and painting. Two restrooms, serving
usarsof Short Beach, were introduced to the southerly end of the building, with two windows being changed to doors

On the gtation grounds, no traces of the origina flagpol e, breaches buoy drillpole, or aviaion identification platform could
be found, in part because sand was brought in for achildren's playground in this areg, which probably aso dates from
after 1964. The origina fence dong Nahant Road and some of the paved aress around the gation have o dhanged.

(continued)
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Archaeological Sgnificance

Historic archaeologica resources destribed aoove mey contribute important informeation on the formation of the United
Sates Coadt Guard and maritime history of Massachuseits Additional historic ressarch, combined with archaeologica
urvey and testing, mey help recongtruct the station s built for the United SatesLife-Saving Sarvice in 1900.
Archaeologicd qurvey and testing can confirm whether components of the origina dation survive, and careful mapping
can documeant their interna configuration within the overdl facility. Archaeologica testing may contribute important
information related to the architecturd characteridics, congtruction techniques, and materids used for the original
outbuilding, cesspoal, and cigem. The recondruction of the original Station may be important in undersanding any
dhanges that might have occurred to the gation facility, as the United States Life-Saving Sarvice merged with the
Revenue Cutter Sarvice in 1915 to form the United Siates Coadt Guard.

Detaled andyds of the contents of occupationd-rdated feetures, including the cisem and cesspoal, may contribute
important information related to the socid, cuhura, and economic lives of the gation crew and the rescue technologies
avalable tothem. Archaeologica resources may indude items rdated to vessd operation and maintenance and parts of
rescue goparatus

Twentieth-century archeeological resources mey be important a the Nahant Life-Saving Station because, unlike other
surviving gations built from standardized plans, the Nehant Station isthe only one-of-a-kind surviving gation in the Sate.
Some agpacts of the Nahant Station's congtruction may not be documented on plans, leaving archaeological resources as
the only documentation for their exigence

(end)
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The Nahant Life-Saving Station occupies Parcd Number 20-0-48, found in Deed Book 1578, Pege 167, which is

143471 acresin area. The property description is & follows:

Beginning & a stone post on the esst Sde of Nahant Road nearly oppodite Cadtle Road, thence mnning in a northwesterly
direction by the line of Nahant Road three hundred (300) feet to a one pog, thencerunning N 71 degressE, by other

land of the Town of Nahant, to the sea, thence mnning by the line of the ssa southeagterly to a point bearing N 71 degrees
E from the gone post begun &, thence mnning from the last point S 71 degreesW, by land of the Town of Nahant, to the

gone post begun a.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundarieswere sdected)

The boundaries of the nominated property include all of the buildingS:;, and the lot that wes historically associated with the

U. S Life-Saving Station during its tenure on the land.
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Figure 1: Nahant Life-Saving Station, postcard ca 1905
Author's Persond Collection

Figure 2: Nahant Life-Saving Station, postcard ca 1910
Author's Persond Collection
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Figure 3: Nahant Life-Saving Station, postcard ca 1910
Author's Persond  Collection

Figure4: Nahant Life-Saving Station, postcard, ca 1910
Showing back of sation and outbuilding
Author's Persona  Collection
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Figure5. Nahant Life-Saving Station, Architect's Drawing, Wes (Front) Elevation, 1899
U.S. Coad Guard Civil Engineering Office, Warwick, Rl

Figure 6. Nahant Life-Saving Station, Architect's Drawing, East (Sea) Elevation, 189
U.S. Coadt Guard Civil Engineering Office, Warwick, RI
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Figure7. Nahant Life-Saving Sation, Architect's Drawing, First Floor Plan, 1899
U.S Coedt Guad Civil Enginering Office, Warwick, RI
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Figure8 Nahant Life-Saving Sation Equipment Building, Architect's Drawing,
Elevationsand Firs Floor Plan, 1899

U.S Coedt Guad Civil Enginesring Office, Warwick, RI
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Figure 9. Plot plan, 1899
U.S. Coad Guard Civil Engineering Office, Warwick, RI

Figure 10: Nahant Life-Saving Station, ca 1920
Nahart Higoricd Sodety Collection
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Figure 11: Nahant Life-Saving Station
Crew launching surfboat, ca 1910
Authar's Persond Cdllettion

Figure 12 Nahant Coad Guard Station
Crew with surfboat, ca 1930

Nahant Historical Society Collection



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Additional Documentation Page 7

(Expires 5-31-2012)

Nahant Life-Saving Station

Name of Property
Essex County, Massachusetts

County and State

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Figure 13: Nahant Life-Saving Station
Crew with breeches buoy cart, ca 1910

Nahant Historical Society Collection

Figure 14: Nahant Life-Saving Station
Crew with breechesbuoy cart, postcard ca 1910

Nahant Historical Society Collection
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Figure 15. Nahant Life-Saving Station, 1934

Nahant Historical Society Collection

Figure 16. Nahant Life-Saving Sation, ca 1950

Nahant Historical Society Collection
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

« Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

 Continuation Sheets

» Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Nahant Life-Saving Station

City or Vicinity: Nahant

County: Essex State: MA
Photographer: Lynn Smiledge

Date Photographed: May 19, 2009

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

1. View northeast of lifesaving station and boathouse MA_Nahant(EssexCounty)_Lifesaving001.tif
2. View southwest of boathouse and lifesaving station. MA_Nahant(EssexCounty)_Lifesaving002.tif
3. View southeast of lifesaving station. MA_Nahant(EssexCounty)_Lifesaving003.tif
4. View south of boathouse and lifesaving station. MA_Nahant(EssexCounty)_Lifesaving004.tif
5. View west of lifesaving station. MA_Nahant(EssexCounty) _LIfesaving005.tif
6. View northeast of boatroom in lifesaving station. MA_Nahant(EssexCounty)_Lifesaving006.tif
7. View up staircase to Watch Room at top of lookout tower, northwest corner of lifesaving station.
MA_Nahant(EssexCounty)_Lifesaving007.tif
FIGURES
1. Nahant Life-Saving
2. Nahant Life-Saving
3. Nahant Life-Saving
4. Nahant Life-Saving
5. Nahant Life-Saving
6. Nahant Life-Saving
7. Nahant Life-Saving
8. Nahant Life-Saving
9. Plot plan, 1899.
10. Nahant Life-Saving
11. Nahant Life-Saving
12. Nahant Coast Guard Station, Crew with surfboat, ca. 1930.
13. Nahant Life-Saving Station, Crew with beach apparatus cart, ca. 1910.
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14. Nahat Life-Saving Station, posticard. Crew with beech gopearatus cart, ca 1910.
15. Nahat Life-Saving Station, 1934.

16. Nahat Life-Saving Saion, ca 1950.

17. Nahat Life-Saving Station, agrid photogrgph, ca 1955

18 Nahat Life-Saving Station, 1981

Propaty Owne:

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Nahant, MA

street & number 334 Nahant Road telephone  781/581-0018

city ortown  Nahant state MA zip code 01908

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Nahant Life--Saving Station
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GONTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Essex
DATE RECE!l VED: 2/ 03/ 12 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST:  2/27/12

DATE G- 16TH DAY: 3/ 13/ 12 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 3/ 20/ 12
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 12000133

REASONS FAR REVI EW

APPEAL; N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDIL: N PER QD N PROGRAM UNAPPROVEDT N
REQLES N SAWLE N SLRDRAFT: N NATI ONAL: . g

COMENT WAl VER N
ACCEPT » RETURN REJECT 3 <MM'/>"BaTE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

Entaed In
TheNationd Regsea
o
Higoric Places
RECOM / CR TER A
REVI BEWER DI SCI PLI NE_
TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If a nomnation i sreturned t othenomnating authority, the
nom nation i sno longer under consideration by t he NPS.
















































AN
AN MAP 25-E
4,
\4’\0,9
e
o
QDQ’Q '\@q@ \
) N
o 5|
TOW\AO‘FNP\\—\P\\“
49
140,680

MAP 15B

T \MATCH LINg
T T

O MAP 15B

—_—

‘MAP 25-E




Nenant. YA Tax P70ap #24
Lifesa v’;;’iﬁ Stativm



RECEIVED 2280

HB - 3 212

The Commonwealth of M assachusatts R

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Jenuary 31, 2012 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8* floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleese find the following nomination form:
Nahant Life-Saving Station, 96 Nahant Road, Nahant (Essex), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the Siate Review Board and hes been sgned by the
SaeHistoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC Lynn Smiledge, Wick Y ork, conautants
Blane Titus, Nehant Board of Sdecimen
Richard Adamo, Nehat Higtoricd Commisson
Richard Shyde, Nehant Ranning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax: (617)727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



