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The Perry-Dudley House is an integral part of Exeter/s h 
center. This Federal style town house, built circa 1805, s 
of the lower end of Front Streettkithotwo houses of similar 
style, and a later 19th century brick municipal building in 
spirit; across the street is the superb First Congregational 
and, at the corner of Water St., the fine brick Town Hall 
from csu 1855. Between the Church and the Town Hall stood an excellen 
Richardsonian Romanesque Court until its tragic demolition in 1969. Com­ 
pleting the space at the end of Court St. is the Swasey Bandstand, an 
Exeter landmark.

Said to have been built as a speculative venture by a timber merchant 
and mast-maker, the Perry-Dudley House, until 1935, was in the hands of two 
families, the Perrys and the Dudleys. It is a typical 4- s_quar.e_ _c 1 apb o ard 
town house of its period, with a full three stories plus basement and attic 
gometime'"~around_Giy.i 1_War, days an n Lf!_was added to_the. Jback, providing a 
new kitcTTerT and storage areas on the first floor and an extra bedroom on the 
second. In addition, a separate carriage house was provided, nossibly at 
the same time, but this.was moved after 1935 to attach*on to the end of the 
"L", making about 65 ft. of extension from the original house. In addition,' 
to' the"two" main brick chimneys, which -orovide the traditional back-to-back 
fireplaces for the two pairs of rooms on each level, a chimney rises up 
from the kitchen in the "L".

The following is a description in detail of the three floors; 
First Floor

Kn^tr'ance is gained through a gate and fence, recently built and histor­ 
ically accurate. - A traditional 2-column_j)or_tico protects the jraain entrance 
door, with fluted pilasters and orTgnaT~glass in the s ide1i gbts~~ and~oveir th< 
door* The" hall, approximately 9 ft. "in width, contains"* tKe main stair,whicl 
contrary to usual practice, ascends from the rear and not the front of the 
hall; this change was made by one of the earlier owners for reasons of pri­ 
vacy. At the right and left, the two front rooms measure about' 15 ft.x!5ft, 
each contains original fireplaces, mantel-® and fluted sides. To the left- 
hand room was added a toilet in the original closet. The back room on the 
right was added to by about 7 ft'* in depth, presumably at the time of con­ 
struction of the "!/'«

T&ien the ML" was built, a bay window was added to the left-hand room in 
the back, and this original kitchen became the dining room. A recent owner
installed in this room early 19th-century oainted wallpaper depicting 

Napoleonic scenes, the work of Dufour, the great wall-paper artist.' The 
"L" has been recently modernized, within period spirit, and a "beehive" 
oven replaces the Victorian stove.' From this kitchen, a secondary stair
 £oes up to the 5th bedroom area oh the second floor, and down' to the basement 
Behind the kitchen are a p^antry-work"area, an entry, and,down several feet 
to a brick floor, a garage. 
Second Floor
  lie re >7e"l'ind the traditional 4-bedroom arrangement. The main stair-'does 
'not continue up beyond'this level; a separate stair leads to the third floo: 
'The first-floor extension to the right-hand back room does not continue up, 
nor does the garage, pantry and back entry, to this floor. Over the kitchen 
is a 5th bedroom and Wo baths, with Victorian plumbing. The left-hand 
rear bedroom contains the same bay window as the dining room below* 
Third Floor ' ' ' "
  Her"e"Ts~~exhibited the dimensions of the original house, approximately 
40 Ft. wide by 32 ft. deep, 4 bedrooms, a bath in the rear and a storage 
room in front'. As on the second floor, one of the fireplaces has been
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Perry-Dudley House to the town of Exeter, the 
State of Mew Hampshire and the United States of America seems to us to 
lie in the following fields:
1* Architecture - Landscape^Architecture: The Perry-Dudley House is a 
b e aut I ru 11 y p r op o r t i one cu/we 11 maint aine d. 11 ar ge square federal. house 
built between 1302 andv#B15, on its original site, with "front fence, gate 
and auxiliary build'ings. its interior has interesting features such as 
the main staircase turned toward the rear so that the doctor's wife would 
not be seen by his waiting patients, also the dining room with its ap­ 
propriate 19th cent wallpaper, and the delicate fluting on some of: its 
fireplaces. The house has always been used as a residence and so has 
not been altered for other purposes* The garden is attractive with a 
bricked area ana several trees of interest including a fair sized gingko 
and a. katsura tree; also several roses said to have been brought by Dr. 
Perry's wife, Gol* Hathaniel Gilman 1 s daughter, when they moved into the 
house in 1818*

2.Situation in the Town of Exeter; It is situated on its original site on 
lower "Front St., as described in Mew Hampshire; A Guide to_t_he_ Granite

  State, p. 161. It has a dominant"~^o^'i:Eion and with r^s~siiniTar "neighbors 
is the central feature of the old town of Exeter. The Ferry^Budley House 
two other Federal style houses, the Town Hall and -fefee The First Congre­ 
gational Church on the opposite side, form an anchor to the upper part of 
Front St., which is the most historically and architecturally significant 
street in town. The destruction or removal of the Perry-Dudley House on 
this lower part of Front St. would undermine the efforts of the towns­ 
people to preserve this vital center of Exeter.
3. Social/liumanitarian; The Perry-Dudley House in most of its approximat' 
ly r70""years oi' existence has been o^vned by the same family, one distin­ 
guished in medicine in Exeter. Dr. 1^JJ.am__Eerry, a graduate of Harvard 
in 1811^after his marriage in 13^'Krnoved_in.to this house constructed 
by.JlB'.v/Kundlett, a master mason* Dr. Perry was an enterprising man and 
much respected doctor, the*principal physician and surgeon of his com­ 
munity for over fifty years. He was followed by his'son Dr. William 
Gilman Perry, a graduate of Dartmouth in 1842, whd also studied at the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons in New York. Between them they looked 
after the health of the people of Exeter and surrounding area for nearly 
a century.Sarah Orne Jewett was a friend of the family and is believed to 
have drawn some of her inspiration for A Country Doctor from her visits 
with them. The daughter of Dr. William" G« Perry married Albertus T. 
Dudley, a. £amfrly name long associated with Exeter, as the first local 
member of the family,_the Reverend Samuel Dudley, came to Exeter in 1650 
as minister"to the then tiny community. Thus for its architecture, its 
location in"the heart of Exeter and. its 170-year' history the Perry-Dudley 
House is of prime importance to the whole area. The way.of life and the
service to the community which it exemplifies are a i/ita.1 
American heritage.
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Exeter in 1830: Notes and Occasional Papers. By William Gilman Perry, MEU 
Exeter, Preface dated lyis;(Map showing house in 1830)

New Hampshire; A Guide to the Granite State* American Guide Series* Writ- 
£e5"T>y Workers of the FederalP.Yriters 1 Project of the Works Progress 
Administration for the State of New Hampshire. Boughton Mifflin Com­ 
pany, Boston 1938. (Description of house)

jU^^Lj^i^I' By Sarah Orne Jewett. Houghton liifflin Go*. Ibtfbon 1884 
History of irheJTown of Kxeter^ew.tHainpiffife're. By Charles pH* JBeli* Exeter: 

The Quarter-Millennial Year.1888.    
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PERRY^DUDLEY HOUSE - Description (Gont)

covered over. Unlike many Federal town houses, this was designed with full 
headroom at the perimeter for its third floor, with the windows reduced only 
slightly in height.

NOTES

Excepting the first floor, the original wide "boards remain* Hardwood 
floor was installed over these boards in the original 4 rooms of the first 
floor* The windows have been changed from Victorian Sover 2 to period 12- 
pane windows, many with original glass. Indian shutters are found in the 
front rooms on the End floor. Original moulding remains, excepting a few 
areas such as the rear rooms on the third floor. It is of fineness of detail 
simple, and small in scale. The main stair contains exquisite scroll work 
outside the stringer*

Nearly all the hardware, although not always original, has been replaced 
by authentic period detail*

Several of the fireplaces contain original iron or brass reflecting : 
plates*

As in the restorations at Strawberry Banke, the interior colors are gen­ 
erally off-white with dark trim*

On the upper floors some repainting and patching is needed5 generally the 
condition is excellent, especially on the outside.

The outside of the house is painted an unusually pleasant shade of yellow 
with white trim on the windows and dark green shutters. The front fence is 
painted grey with white trim*

CONCLUSION

It seems imperative that this house should not only be saved for its own 
merits, but that its situation and value as a part of Exeter 1 s historic   . 
town center be maintained* Relocation of this building would be scarcely 
better than its destruction.


