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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Designed in the French Renaissance style, the Spokane County Courthouse 
is a symmetrical "H" shaped building with a central square tower. The 
"H" portion of the courthouse, exclusive of the tower, stands three 
stories high and has attics and high Mansard style roofs.

The central tower, which rises above a semi-circular arched entryway, 
has arcading continuing up from the third-story windows. This arcading 
terminates in ogee decoration above which sit balustrades covering bal­ 
conies and recessed windows. These balconies and windows are in turn 
capped by cornices. Located above each cornice are dormer windows 
framed on either side by spires that cap the turreted corners of the 
tower. The top is terminated by a steep-pitched Mansard-style roof 
and a flagpole.

The wings of the building's "H" have spired towers on the corners. All 
windows are symmetrically spaced, grouped one above the other and capped 
on the third story by a semi-circular arch. The first-story openings 
and windows are flat, simple, non-recessed elements above which a heavy, 
ogee molding extends around the building. The second and third story 
windows are framed on either side by one-story Corinthian pilasters and 
framed on top and bottom by a continuous molding strip. On the corner 
towers, a decorated entablature separates the third story and attic. 
Above this entablature are dormer windows. The entire building is 
banded by a decorated, boxed cornice; and the spires and roof corners 
are ornamented with finials. Located at the center of the wings are 
building outsets,, which enclose entryways into the courthouse.

The courthouse was built in the years 1894-95, by David B. Fotheringham. 
The building's design was the result of an 1893 architecture competition 
won by 29-year old W.A. Ritchie, a local designer. Ritchie had pre­ 
viously worked on public buildings in Seattle, Bellingham, Port Town- 
send, and Olympia. Later, he designed many fine homes in the Spokane 
area. Interestingly, Ritchie's only formal training consisted of a 
correspondence course conducted by the Superintendent of Architecture 
of the United States Treasury. The French Renaissance style used by 
Ritchie in designing the courthouse resembles two 16th Century Ren­ 
aissance Chateaus: the Chateau De Chambord (1519), in the Loire Dis­ 
trict of France; and the Chateau d'Azay le Rideau (1518) , built on an 
island in the Loire River.

In the construction, Fotheringham used dry-press brick and shale in the 
French tradition of masonry. This dry-press brick, developed by the 
Washington Brick and Lime Company, was some of the first ever made in 
the area and was superior in quality and cheaper than any shipped from 

the East.

The exterior of the courthouse remains almost the same as when first 
built; the only changes have been the removal of stone steps to the
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entrances, and the filling in of earth around the outside of the building. 
In 1953, a small addition was added to the northwest corner of the court­ 
house. Many features of this addition are similar to the original court­ 
house building including the type of brick used, but there are differences 
too. The windows, for example, are not of the same style.

Much remodeling has occured on the interior, 
in use and is in excellent condition.

Today, the courthouse remains

GPO 921-724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Spokane County Courthouse is a fine example of French Renaissance 
Architecture and is unique to the Pacific Northwest Region. Adhering 
to the revival of the Classic Orders for decoration, detail, and some 
structural aspects, the courthouse exemplifies the characteristics of 
the Renaissance style. The plan is arranged with special regard for 
symmetry; walls are constructed of masonry materials, and sightlines 
are characterized by horizontal cornices and balustrades. Doors and 
windows have unrecessed jambs and are finished with a classical, moulded 
architrave. Openings are placed with regard to symmetry, grouped one 
above the other, and are often spanned by semicircular arches. Towers 
are used sparingly, but are usually symmetrically placed in groups of 
two. The roofs are high and steeply pitched.

W.A. Ritchie, the Spokane architect, whose design for the courthouse 
won an architectural contest In 1893, was strongly influenced by the 
rising popularity of the Renaissance style and the Ecole Des Beaux- 
Arts in Paris. At this time, many American buildings were being de­ 
signed and constructed according to the teachings of the Beaux-Arts 
School and the Great Periods of the Past. This influence was perhaps 
best exemplified at the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 
1893. The classical buildings and formal layout of the exposition did 
much to reinforce the popularity of Beaux-Arts teachings.

The Spokane County Courthouse is considered by many to be one of the 
two most beautiful county courthouses in the West. The building has 
been occupied continuously for eighty years. The brick used in the 
construction was some of the first dry-press brick ever manufactured 
in the area. Previously, such brick had to be shipped from the East.

Ritchie's regard for proportion and detail allowed the creation of a 
strong, elegant building in the finest French Renaissance tradition.
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Washington State Parks & Recreation Commission June 29. 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

P.O. Box 1128
CITY OR TOWN:

Olympia

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this, nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

Charles H. Odegaard
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