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NATIONAL REGISTER OlITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
This complex of 4 buildings i s a l l that remains of what was once 
the largest producer of reed and rattan products i n the world. 
Aside from i t s contributions to the l o c a l economy, the Wakefield 
Rattan Co. also influenced r e s i d e n t i a l , commercial and i n d u s t r i a l 
development i n the town. The company's founder, Cyrus Wakefield, 
made so many contributions to what was then South Reading that the 
town was renamed in his honor in 1868. The buildings retain integrity 'i 
of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, workmanship, fee l i n g and 
association, and the complex meets C r i t e r i a i A ' . . - i (on the 
national and local levels) and CrlteriOAC (on the local level) of the NRHP, 

ARCHITECTURAL SIC2JIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oomrramity. The yard of the Wakefield Rattan Company and 

the Heywood-Wakefield Co. developed between I856 and the 1930s into 
a complex of many buildings. Of these only four s i g n i f i c a n t structures 
remain; a l l are bric k , f l a t roofed and la t e nineteenth-early twentieth 
c e n t u r y u t i l i t a r i a n i n s t y l e . B u i l d i n g s 10, 1 1 , 12, and 13, c o n s t r u c t e d 
a f t e r I89O, are located along roughly p a r a l l e l and perpendicular l i n e s , 
but r e l a t e i n no very orderly fashion to each other. 

Building #10 appears to have been t a l l e r but has been altered to one 
story. About t h i r t y bays long, i t i s a r t i c u l a t e d with p i l a s t e r s , each 
framing a window withiarched head. Granite foundations, s i l l and 
heavy watertable, which i s used as a window s i l l , d i stinguish the 

' building. 

Building #11 i s set o f f from the others. Three stories high, i t has 
regularly spaced windows with undecorated shallow arched heads, 

HISTKllCAL SIGNIFICANCE Escplain the role cwners played in Icxal or state history and how the 
building relates to the developmoit of the community. The Wakefield Rattan Co. , 

and a f t e r i t s merger i n I897 the Heywood-Wakefield Co., were of great ' 
importance to the town of Wakefield as a primary employer, generator 
of r e s i d e n t i a l development, and impetus f o r increased i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . 
I t s owner. Gyrus Wakefield ( I 8 I I - I 8 7 3 ) , f o r whom South Reading was 
named i n I868, made a g i f t of a new Town Hall to the town. The 
commercial buildings he erected i n central Wakefield were also 
s i g n i f i c a n t i n shaping the business and i n d u s t r i a l d i s t r i c t s . 

Before i t s merger with the Heywood Brothers Co. i n I897, the factory, 
which covered eleven acres, was the largest producer of reed and 
ratt a n products i n the world. I t s production made the word Wakefield 
famous for i t s elaborate and popular wicker f u r n i t u r e . I t was also 

• • the largest manufacturer i n town, employing 200 hands i n I863, and 
expanding to 1000 i n 1873- The value of goods i t produced i n 1880 was 
nearly four times that of the next leading industry. 

Cyrus Wakefield came to South Reading i n 1851, and purchased the 
property which had been the s i t e of the town's f i r s t g r i s t and saw 
m i l l (1650). The property, which included tv/o m i l l ponds used i n 

' producing power, grew on either side of Water Street. Before l874 the 
course of that street was shifted south to s k i r t the yard. Fires i n 
the l88ls and 1899s forced the erection of new buildings. A major . 

BIBLIOGRAPBY and/or REFERENCES 
Maps, 1857, 1874, 1889, 1906. . • : 
Greenwood, Richard. The Five Heywood Brothers, N.Y., 1951. 
Greenfield, Levi. A Completed Century, m2b-1926. Boston 1926. 
Wakefield Item, July 24, 1930. 



134 Water Street Continuation: Architectural Significance 

hammered granite s i l l s , and a corbeled cornice. 

Building#12, the largest and most elaborated, i s four stories t a l l on 
high granite foundations. I t i s a r t i c u l a t e d with p i l a s t e r s , and has 
corner p i l a s t e r s whose heads are formed by a corbeled cornice. 
Shallow arched windows have granite s i l l s , those of the f i r s t f l o o r 
are long. A gable pediment i s set i n the middle of the south facade. 

Building #13* the smallest, i s two stories high, with low arched 
undecorated windows, and gralnte s i l l s . I t has been altered f o r 
entry on the second f l o o r . 

Continuation: H i s t o r i c a l Significance 

f i r e c. 1972 nearly razed the yard, leaving these buildings. I n I906, 
among the 20 structures on the s i t e . Building 10 was attached to the 
dye house, now demolished; Building 12 may have been a store house and 
Building 13 was the paint and varnish shop. 

The founder of the rattan and reed business i n America, Wakefield's 
success i n business was due to his Inventing, with plant foreman 
William Houston, machinery capable of f u l l y e x p l o i t i n g what had 
formerly been waste material used i n ship dunnage, and the early 
capture of the markets for f u r n i t u r e and transportation upholstery. 
Large shavings were spun i n t o mats, f l o o r coverings and baling cloth. 
In 1870 a loom was introduced to weave cane f o r chair bottoms, which 
become standard covering f o r the fast growing street car industry. 

The company also made elaborate, f a n c i f u l wicker f u r n i t u r e and baby 
carriages. Ornate, l i g h t , cheap and i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c , the product 
sold nation wide, with r e t a i l stores, o f f i c e s , factories and 
warehouses i n Boston, New York, Chicago, San Francisco, and Kankakee. 

Wakefield was an o r i g i n a t o r and director of the Wakefield Savings 
Bank, the Wakefield Real Estate and Building Association, the 
Quannapowitt Water Co., the National Bank of South Reading, the,, 
Citizens' Light and Power Co., the South Reading Ice Co., the 
Boston and Maine Foundry Co. l o c a l l y , as w e l l as the Boston and '• 
Maine, Pitchburg, Nashua and Acton and Boston Railroads. He was r 
active i n developing a portion of the North End i n Boston before 
his death i n 1873-

His large and ornate Mansard style house on Main Street, demolished 
for the High School b u i l d i n g , was Inherited by his nephew, Cyrus 2nd, 
who took over the bankrupt f i r m , and died i n 1888. 
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