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NATI ONAL REQ STER A | TER A STATEMVENT (i f appl i cabl e)
This conplex of 4 buildings i sal lthat remains of what was once
the largest producer of reed and rattan Products I ntheworld.
Aside from i tscontributions tothelocal econony, the Wakefield
Rattan Co. also influencedresidential, comrercial and industrial
devel opment i nthetown. The conpany's founder, Cyrus Wakefield,
nmade so nany contributions towhat was then South Reading that t he
town was renanedin his honor in 1868. The buildingsretainintegrity'i
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanshi p, feeling and
association, and t he conplex neets CrrterrarA .- (on the
on§ lCZJ?EIdCG}\ﬁg beslcrervbee| ?#ﬁ&?gntcralrtcﬁr t ect):'%%r al( (} eatr Ltrwrees| %%%levgleuva el r? { ert rrrg;eo
other bui [ dings within the oonrramt e yard of the Wakefield Rattan Conpany and
the Heywood-Wakefield . devel oped between 1856 and t he 1930s into
a conplex of nan%/ burldrngs O these only four significant structures
remain; al larebric flat roofed and late nineteenth-earlytwentieth
century utilitarian i nstyle Buildings 10, 11, 12, and 13, constructed
after 1890, arelocated along roughly parallel and perpendicular lines,
but relate i nno very orderly fashion t o each other.

Buil ding #10 aﬁ pears t o have been taller but has been altered t oone
Ir

story. About y bays long, i tisarticulated with pilasters, each
fram ng a w ndow wrthrarched head. Granite foundations, sill and
hbeavlyd_watertable which 1 sused as a window sill, drstrnguishthe

' urlarng.

Building #11 i sset of f from t heothers. Three stories high, i t has
regularly spaced wi ndows with undecorated shallow arched heads
H STK | CAL' S GN H CANCE Escralarnthe role cwiers played i nlcxal or state hrstorc% and how t he
building relates to the devel opmoit of the coomunity. The Wakefield Rattan . ,
and after itsmerger i nl1897 theHeywood-Wakefield Co., were of great '
I mportance tothetown of Wakefield as a primary enployer, generator
of residential developnment, and inpetus for increased industrialization.
Its owner. Gyrus Waketield (I1811-1873), for whom South Reading was
naned i n1868, nade a ¢ift of a new Towh Hall tothetown. The
comercial buildings he erected i ncentral Wakefield were also
significant 1 nshaping thebusiness and industrial districts.

Before itsmerger with the Heywood Brothers Co. i nl1897, thefactory,
which covered eleven acres, was thelargest producer of reed and
rattan products i ntheworld. Itsproduction nade t hewrd Wkefield
famous for itselaborate and popular wicker furniture. |t was also

e o thelargest manufacturer i ntown, enmploying 200 hands i nl863, and
expanding t o 1000 i n1873- The value of goods i t produced i n 1880 was
nearly four times that of thenext |eading industry.

Cyrus Wakefield cane t o South Reading i n1851, and purchased the
property which had been thesite of thetow's first grist and saw
mll (1650). The property, which included tv/om |l ponds usedi n

' produci ng power, grew on either side of Water Street. Before 1874t he
course of that street was shifted south toskirt theyard. Firesin
the 188ls and 1899s forced theerection of new buildings. A mgjor

Bl BLI OGRAPBY and/ or REFERENCES
Maps, 1857, 1874, 1889, 1906. : o .
G eenwood, Richard. The Five Heywood Brothers, NY., 1951.
Greenfield, Levi. A Conpl eted Century, nRb- 1926. Boston 1926.
Wakefield |tem July 24, 1930.



134 \Water Street Continuation: Architectural Significance
hammered granite sills, and a corbeled cornice.

Bui I ding#12, the largest and nost elaborated, is four stories tall on
high granite foundations. It is articulated with pilasters, and has
corner pilasters whose heads are formed by a corbeled cornice.
Shal | ow arched w ndows have granite sills, those of the first floor
are long. A gable pediment is set in the mddle of the south facade.

Bui I ding #13* the smallest, is tw stories high, with low arched
undecorated w ndows, and gralnte sills. |t has been altered for
entry on the second floor.

Continuation: Historical Significance

fire c. 1972 nearly razed the yard, leaving these buildings. In 1906,
armn% the 20 structures on the site. Building 10 wes attached to the
dye house, now denolished; Building 12 nmy have been a store house and
Building 13 was the paint and varnish shop.

The founder of the rattan and reed business in America, Wakefield's
success in business was due to his Inventing, with plant foreman

W Iliam Houston, machinery capable of fully exploiting what had
formerly been waste material used in ship dunnage, and the early
capture of the markets for furniture and transportation upholstery.
Large shavings were spun into mats, floor coverings and baling cloth.
In 1870 a loomwas introduced to weave cane for chair bottoms, which
becone standard covering for the fast growing street car industry.

The conpany also nade el aborate, fanciful wicker furniture and baby
carriages. Ornate, Ii%ht, cheap and individualistic, the product
sold nation wide, with retail stores, offices, factories and

war ehouses in Boston, Nw York, Chicago, San Francisco, and Kankakee.

Wakefield was an originator and director of the Wakefield Savings
Bank, the Wakefield Real Estate and Building Association, the
Quannapow tt Water (o., the National Bank of South Reading, the,,
Citizens' Light and Power (., the South Reading Ice (G., the
Boston and Maine Foundry (. locally, as well as the Boston and '
Mai ne, Pitchburg, Nashua and Acton and Boston Railroads. H was
active in developing a portion of the North End in Boston before
his death in 1873-

Hs large and ornate Mansard style house on Main Street, denolished
for the High School bU|Id|n?, was | nherited by his nephew, Cyrus 2nd,
who took over the bankrupt tirm, and died in 1888
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