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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hancock Town Hall (c.1852) exemplifies thesimplest and most prolific "
adaptation of thetemple form of theGeek Revival style. [tsshort gable

end faces west and contains themain entrance which i s centered on t he facade.

A heavy entablature with boxed comi ce encircles t heclapboard-sided building
directly above t hesecond story wi ndows and fornms a pediment i nt hegable end.
Segnental lintels topthefirst story windows, three on each of thelong

facades and one at each side of t heentrance. Narrow cor nerboards mark ,
each comer of thebuilding. A heavy, flat entablature rests overthe

door frame. The buildingis painted white with thedoor trimmed i ngreen.

Future plans include stripping thegreen paint and repaintingthedoor white.

The Hancock Town Hall i stwo stories and neasures 26' 6" by 36'6". The

interior plan includes a large meeting roomwhich conprises theentire second
floor and a central hall with two roons on either side onthefirst floor.

The walls arewhite plaster and t hefloors arew de pine.

The original locationof theHancock Town Hall was on | ess than an acre of

land i nthe mddle of the Hancock town center. Facing onto Main Street, the
building was bordered t ot hesouth by thetree-lined Kinderhook Creek, and on
the remaining sides by village houses and public buildings typical of the 19th
century. n August 29, 1975t heHancock Town Hal | was noved approximtely

h mle fromitsoriginal locationtoa newsite on Route 43. The nove was
necessary because Hancock does not have a central sewage system and there

was no roomfor a proper disposal systemi nthetown center area. The Town

Hal | now sits on two acres of flat land next tothetown cemetery. High

hills totherear of the property provide a lovely setting. There areno e
other buildings within approximately one block i neither direction. The r* 'vy.i
town plans a park-likesetting for theHall, with thearea |andscaped with
trees natural t owestern Massachusetts. Future work on t hebuilding includes
the installation of heating, wiring and plunmbing, as well as painting and re-
pairs t ow ndow sashes.



Cl SSGNIFICANCE Mm

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ _ RELIGION

— 1400-1499 —_ ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE

— 1500-1599 AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE

—_ 1600-1699 JIARCHITECTURE X—EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL"HUMANITARIAN
— 1700-1799 ART —ENGINEERING —MuUsIC —THEATER

X 1800-1899 —_COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION *
— 1900- — COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY X—POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1852 BU LCER ARH TECT

STATEMENT - S G\ A CANCE

The Hancock Town Hall i sone of only three town halls i nBerkshire County
built specifically for that purpose. Until thefunctionsof church and

state were officially separated i n Massachusetts around 1830, meetinghouses
served both as town meeting places and houses of worship. Thus, thebuilding
of theHancock Town Hall specifically for town meetings symbolizes thetra-
dition of local governnment as i tgrew i n Massachusetts.  Although smalleri n
scale, thebasic shape and design of t he Town Hall reflect thetraditional
style of theNew Engl and neetinghouse. I nitsformandi ncertain architec-
tural features, theTown Hall also resenbles the school houses constructed
during this same period. The sinple and bold f omand uncluttered [ines

of theHancock Town Hall illustrate theclassical revival style adapted to -
suit theneeds and resources of a small, rural comunity.

In theearly 1850's thetown of Hancock voted t odemolish a local church on
the Captain W lliamHadsell Farmand use t hematerials for the construction
of atown hall. Instrumental i nthis project were selectmen W I|iamHadsell »
and Benjamin Whitman. Although there was sone oppositiontotheplan, a
lawsuit was initiated which allowed t heconpletion of thetown hall. ,

- .

* For a nunber of years, space was provided i nt he Town Hall for t heHancock
Classical Institute, a private school which drew students from Hancock and -
the surrounding towns. This was considered a college preparatory school,
and a separate public school was maintained for thetow. The first < —
teacher at t heHancock Classical Institute was Hiram La Mtte Lewis, a
student at Wlliams College. Succeeding student teachers were selected with
the advice of Wlliams' president Mark Hopkins.

The Hancock Town Hall was used for town meetings until 1958 when t hetown t
functions were held i nthelocal school andthe Town Hall was used for :
storage. Recognizing theneed for abuilding specifically for town meetings,
residents of Hancock voted i n1972 t orestorei tslovely town hall for that
purpose. The alternative was t odemolish thebuilding and replace it with K
a metal structure. | tissignificant that citizens of thetown recognized

the value i npreserving apart of their past. The building i sexpected to
figxire promnnently i nthecelebration of thetown's bicentennial i nJuly 1976.
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Paul Guzzi

727-8470

18 Sept enber 1975

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration

National Register of Historic Places
U5 Department of thelnterior

18th and C Streets, NV

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charles:

Encl osed i s the National Register nortdnation form for the Hancock Town
Hal |, Route 43, Hancock, Massachusetts. The property was accepted i n
the National Register on February 6, 1973. O August 29, 1975 t he
Town Hall was noved from it soriginal location on Main Street t oa new
site on Route 43. The enclosed fomm i s our resubmssion of the property
initsnewlocation. Pending approval of itsreinstatement inthe
National Register, the Massachusetts Historical Commission will be
funding the Hancock Town Hall with matching grant-in-aid assistance

The resubm ssion of the Hancock Town Hal|l has been voted eligible by

the Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion (State Review Board) and t he

form has been signed by t he State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth
Reed Anadon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

PLWjd
encl osure
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[7 DESCRIPTION

Excellent Good
(Check One)
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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL

(Check One) >

| | Deteriorated O Ruins (H) Unexposed
(Check One)

A Moved . Original Site

APPEARANCE

The Hancock Town Hal |l exemplifies thesimlest and nost pro}.ific adaptation
of thetenple form of theGeek Revival style. [tsshort gable end contains

the main entAlce which i scentered onth

efacade. A sinple and heavy entab-

lature with boxed cornice encircles theclapboard sided building directly

above t he second story w ndows and forms

a pedinent i nthegable end. Segnentfal

lintels topthefirst story windows, three i neach of thelong elevations
and one at each side of theentrance. Narrow cornerboards mark each corner
of thebuilding. Over thedoor a heavy flat entablature rests on t he door

frame.

Pl ans exist for theHall t obe noved from t hecenter of thesmall community
where i t i slocated on less than an acre of open land, bordered t otherear

by a tree-lined brook. The new |ocation

will be 9/10 of amle away at the

edge of Hancock and next t othetown cenmetery. Here theland i sflat and
open and borderec™ith trees totherear and sides. Wiile thelocal residents
do not wish tonove thebuilding, thepresent site prevents the building
from being used as a town hall or residence because of it sinadequate |eaching
field. Commercial use of thebuildingi sunfeasible because of thesmll size

of thetown (c.900 people) and itsrural
noved, neglect,decay and destruction will

location. | f thebuildingi s not
surely follow.

3 3
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The Hancock Town Hal |

Appropriate)
16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
17th Century " 19th Century

and Known)

One or More as Appropriate)
1 | Education }Q Political I | Urban Planning
I | Engineering . Religion/Phi. e Other (Specily)
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1 | Invention Q Science
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I | Literoture itarian
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i ssignificant: 1) as a typical exanple of thesinple

rural Greek Revival style and 2) as one of a very fewtown halls i nBerkshiije
County which, at thetime of itsconstruction, had been built specifically

for t hepurpose of housing town offices. | t served theconmmunity i nthis
capacity until recent building codes prevented it suse and necessitated its
being noved. The new site of thehall will satisfy theneed for an adequate;

leaching field and assure thecontinued original use of thestructure, an
action much desired by thetown residents.

« - ST

As toitsarchitectural merits, thesinple and bold form and uncluttered
lines of theHancock Town Hall illustrate theclassical revival style,

adapted tosuit the

needs and resources of a small rural comrunity. Althouglji

smaller i nscale, thebasic shape and design of t he Town Hall reflect t he
traditional style of t he New England meetinghouse. Until thefunctions of
church and state were officially separated i n Massachusetts i n1830, and

sonetimes thereafter

, meetinghouses served as town meeting places as well

as houses of woEship. Thus, i nitsarcSiitecture the Hancock Town Hall
synmbolizes thetradition of local government in Massachusetts. Initsform

and i ncertain archi

tectural features, the Town Hall also resenmblesthe

school houses constructed during t he sane peri od. For a nunber of years,
space was peovided i nthetown hall for a private school, known as the
Hancock Cl assical Institute, which drew students from Hancock and t he

surroundi ng towns.

This was considered a college preparatory school and a

separate public school was maintained i nthetown. The first teacher at

the Hancock Classical Institme was HirwmLa Mtte Lewis, a student at
Wlliams College. Succeeding student teachers were selectedwith theadvic”
of Wlliams' president Mark Hopkins.
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7. CUSCRIPTION
(Check One)
Excellent . Good n Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
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Altered Q Unaltered n  Moved [3 Original Site

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Hancock Town Hall exemplifies the simplest and most prolific

adaption of the temple form of the Greek Revival style. Its short gable
end faces the street to the north and contains the main entrance which is
centered onthe facade. A simple and heavy entablature with boxed
cornice encircles the clapboard sided building directly above the second
Story windows and forms a pediment inthe gable end,'tegmental lintels
top the first story windows, three on each of the long facades and one at
each Sde of the entrance. Narrow cornerboards mark each corner of the
building. Over the door a heavy flat entablature rests on the door frame.

The Hall is located inthe middle of the town center of Hancock on less
than an acre of open land, bordered to the south by the tree lined Kinder-
hook Creek. It faces north directly, onto the main street and is surrounded
by village houses and public buildingstypical of the 19th century.

The building is basically sound. Requirements for continued use

include the installation of heating, wiring and plumbing (including a
septic tank ), as well as repairs to window sashes and painting

1111:1 nr ..-
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.The-Hancock Town Hall is one of only three town halls in Berkshire
County built specifically for that purpose. Inthe early 1850's, the
town of Hancock voted to demolish a local church and use the materials
from it to erect atown hall. There was some opposition to this plan and
a lawsuit was initiated which allowed completion of the town hall project.
\

For a number of years, gpace was provided in the town hall for a
private school, known as the Hancock Classical Ir\stitute, which drew
students from Hancock and the surrounding towns This was considered
a college preparatory school and a separate public school was maintained for
the town. The first teacher a the Hancock Classical Institute was Hiram
La Motte Lewis, a student at Williams College. Succeeding student teachers
were selected with the advice of Williams' president Mark Hopkins.

The simple and bold form and uncluttered lines of the Hancock Town
Hall illustrate the classical revival style, adapted to suit the needs and
resotLTces of a small, rural community. Although smaller in scale, the
basic shape and design of the Town Hall reflect the traditional style of
New England meetinghouse. Uatil the functions of church and state were
officially separated in Massachusetts in 1830, and sometimesthereafter,
meetinghouses served as town meeting places as well as houses of worship.
Thus, in its architecture the Hancock Town Hall symbolizes the tradition
of local government in Massachusetts. Inits form and in certain archi-
tectural features, the Town Hall also resembles the schoolhouses con-
structed during this same period.
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August 25, 1972

National Register of Historic Places
Regi stration and Nom nations Branch
FRoom 3207- A
1100 L Street, N W
Washi ngton, DC 20005
Attention: M ss Mary Means [
Dear Sirs:
Encl osed ar e National Register nom nations for:
1. Worcester County, Worcester, Mechanics Hall

2. Berkshire County, Hancock, Town Hall

These have been declared eligible for submssion by t he Massachu-
setts Historical Comm ssion, theState Review Board, and have been
signed by Secretary of t heCommonwealth, John F. X Davoren, Chairnman,

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion, and State Liaison Officer.

Sincerely yours.

Richard W Hale, Jr. f
Acting Chairman,
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

RWH pm
Encl osures



January 10, 1973
Star RR., Hancock RJ.
WIIlianstown, Mss. 01267

M. Jerry Rodgers [ e
Director, National Register
National Park Service, Departrment of Interior
Véshi ngton, DC A

Dear M. Rodgers:

| received aletter from Congressman, Silvio O.
(onte, stating thestatus of the Hancock Town Hal |
historic designation application, ,

He said that i na prelimnary review undertaken
during a conversation wth you that our application
mght be deficient i nregards to a nap.

I'm sending you a copy of this USGS nap
with the Town Hal |l pinpointed and this hand drawn one.
The village of Hancock does not have an official nap
since i tisprimarily located on one nain road.

|f any other information i snecessary | will be

glad to be of assistance.
>

Sincerely yours, =«

Pauline B, Quntlow

Chai rman of Town Hall Commttee
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40 'J'j& co.i Street
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ty"aiac/iusetts jHijtoitical "Nommiiiio’n
40 beacon Sireet Moitan, 02i08

727-8i70
Novenber 14, 1974

Ms. Kate Cole

National Register
National Park Service
18th  and C Streets
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Col e:

The Massachusetts Historical Conmmission i spreparing toextend grant-
in-aid assistance for themving and restoration of theHancock Town
Hall. Before the Commission committs itself tothis project we wishto
make sure it will get back onto the' National Register so we can receive
the 50%mat ching grant fromthe National Park Service's Grants Division.
Oh Novenber 12, 1974, t he Massachusetts Review Board nmet and formally
voted t oapprove t heresubm ssionof t heHancock Town Hall tothe Register
after it i smoved. Could you please have t heencl osed material reviewed
by theappropriate body i nWshington and indicate t ous whether or not
a resiibmssion for thebuilding after thenmove will place it back onto
the Register;

The encl osed National Register formgives all theinformation required

to asses thesituation. Along with that aretaped photographs. Photo-
graph #1 shows t hestructure as it sits onits present site; photograph
#2 shows t he cemetery totheright of which the Town Hall will be located;
and photograph #3 shows t henew site next t othecemetery. The exact
location i snext tothetractor. | appologizefor thequality of the
pictures but t heCommission will not authorize thepurchase of a decent
canera fornme touse during field inspections.

V¢ should appreciate a response as soon as possible since theTowni s
getting impatient and we still have all thelengthy grants bureaucracyto
struggle through.

| believe Charles Herrington spoke t oyou about this matter before he |eft
for Mexico. | fyou have any questions please do not hesitate to call
ne at (617) 727-8470. Thank you.

Sincerely yours.

Stephe® H Snell
Grant s Manager

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion, Grants Division

SHS: cb .



M. Stephen H Snell - o

G ant s Manager
Massachusetts Mstori eal

CoTBai ssi on et .
40 Beacon Street o WA
Soat on, MsaachusAtts 02108 - e
Dear H. SneStt P AR - St .

Thank you for your recent letter to Katluerlae Cole concerning the

aoving aod restoration of the Ragcock”T"n-Rall | n Hancock.

Massachnsetts. Tha written and photographi ¢ docnseotati oo’ I ndi cates
tW""tfie" Tldlng woul d pr<t™ably laeet National Register criteria

after its aove, but isust reserve final decision on thebuilding s
elifihllity until the actual Tsove has been taade 9nd a nev no«i na- -
tlon has been received.

Ve understand your concern in keeping the Hancock Town ball listed in
the lietlonal Register throughout the luoving process so that it nay
resiain eligible for ifatchin® <r«nts-in-aid frtsu the National Park
Service. |f the project Isalready |isted on the apportionracnt

warrant for 1975 |t i« essential that you write the Division of

Crants raquestlng retroactive funding for the project. The Gants
Division rill not allocate iioney until after the oove has been cocrpleted
and until after the property has been relisted in the National Feglster.
(nce this has ttccuri-ri a letter initiating a request for payaent

shoul d be sent to the tirants Division.

Tf you have anyj”quaat|ons concerning sieving Matlonal !'leglster structures
and retroactive funding, ve suggest you contact either the Grants

O visloa, PreservationProjects, or the ReviewUnit of the National

*| eshister.

- » sincerely yours, \ o
I B I S fSd.)'" George F. Erery .U

' tS*  mlaffi J. hiurtagh
- Keeper of the |I'"atlonal Regi ster

cc: oh F. X Davoren _ &/
gepﬁ‘et a?‘y’ of e ﬁnﬁﬁmﬁAh RTEW gf!:nQSl’D ig%? #[Nort h-Atlantic
Chai rman, Massachusetts Historical gion
Conm ssi on _ _
N 40 Beacon Street Director’ s Reading File
Boxt on, Massachusetts 02108 A > v ' toA

) wc inc. G) R)



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REd STER

STATE ~ MASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered P 26155

Name L ocation

Hancock Town Hal l Hancock vicinity
Barkshira County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Massachusetts Historical Conmm sSion

Also Notified
Ms. Elizabeth R Amadon
40 Beacon Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
HR MVt t 9/ 29/ 75

INT: 29S0-7!



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

1. STATE APPIICATION IDENTIFIER

73070340

3. GRANTOR: a. Federol ogency

Departnment of the Interior

b. Organtzuttonot unit

Hational Park Service

c. Adminiitertng office— (1) Name

Division of Grants "

(2) Address - Street or P.O Box

18th and C Streets NV

4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER:

25-74-00085-00

City

a. Code b. Title

¢ Rrpee The Hancock Town Hal |,
prolific adaptation of theGeek Revival
comunity. The structurewill
insure itspreservation.

5. GRANTEE: 0. Nome

Massachusetts M s.
b- Address-Street or P.O.Bo."
40 Beacon Street

6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only thesingle moift applicable box)

Eli zabeth R Amadon.

Exec.

2. (Keterred for u»e by Sate central information

Washi ngt on
Hancock Town Hal |

erected ca. 1852, exemplifies thesinmplest
tenple form t ot he needs of a small
be moved t o a town-oraed site 9/10of amle anay t o

Boston

Dir..

receiilion agency)

Zip Code

u. C. 20240

Devel opnent, Phase |

and nost
rural

Mass. Commi ssi on

Zip Code

02108

Hi storical

MA

o Stote b. Inter- c. County d. City c. School f. Special 9- Community h. Sponsored
slate district unit oction organization
a [ ° ° . . . . .
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Yea- Month Day Year Month Day Yeor Month Day Yeor Month Doy
II. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)
a. New b. Continuation c. Supplemental d. Chonge in existing grant
grant grant grant
(identify agency in item 16) (1) increase in (2) Decrease in (3) Concellation (4) Increase(S) (5) Decrease{$)
duration durolion
. . . . . .
12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION
a. Fedcral-(l) basic (j) Supplemental b. State c. Local d. Other
L2L,JML » 7.000* s S
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE o. Progrom Number b. Supplemental Progrom Number
PROGRAM (i f none, clarify in item 16) 15 904
14. AUTHORIZATION
o. Federal Budget Accounts 10_58_1040_0_1_405
b. Public Laws Title Sec. Title Sec. Title Sec.
. U.S. Cod
 US. cose 16 U.S.C. 470
15 FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility ijrant actions only)
o 1 .
Gty Main Street, Hancock b. County Berkshire

16 REMARKS

*To\m of Hancock

Prepared by Ral ph E Thonas 523(139)-5054

STANDARD FORM 241

June 1970 Bureau of the
Budget Circular A-98
240-101



"NR Data

DATE,5j|-77:7
iviewer 'INITIALS:

heet :

Sept.

I"NAME AS |IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: HanCOCk Town Hall
OTHER KA”XS:
LOCATION:
STRECTINUMBER Rte. 43
ITV.TOWN CONGResblONAL DISTRICT I'st
Har]COCk VICINITY OF .
STATE M assachusetts \A(DNTY BerkShI ,& OIAN CD3

MaVNER OF PROPERTY ; (Cirde)

ADM NI STRATOR( under | i ne)

NS REGON (QRLB)I

A:

PRI VATE STATE ~CAL GOV' TJW I CI PAL CONTY OHR @

FECERAL (AGENDY M IE)

ATLANTIC ) MD ATLANTIC SQJTHEAST M DAEST

SATWEST RIKY MONTAN  VIEST PAC Fl C NORIMJEST

FEATURES: X'fNTERIOR EjCTERIOR BWM RS
Substantially intact-1 jIT'Substanti ally intact-2 —Substantially intact-3
_ unknown - A unknown .-5 unknown -6
_ not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 Kct appli cafcle-9
—Interior, exterior,
CONDITION- -EXCELUNT _OETER1ORATED IMTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
S=66b0 _RUINS AITEHEO ~NOE b
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED —Reconstruct ed —thknown
_Unexcavat»'' —Excavat ed
ACCESS- Yes-unrestricted No access LhJcnown
historic district YES
WTH N NATI ONAL REG STER H STAGR C DI STR CT? YES
IF YES NAME
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAiIDMARK? YES
IF YES, NAME:
ADAPTIVE USE: ves Saved ? vEs o

(use

then-

FUNCTION (S):

now-

SIGNIFICANCE:

—JKRCHEOLOUY PREHISTORIC

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION

—AGRIpLHHTURE —ECONOMICS
CHITECTURE / CV'i-'OOCATION
—ART —ENGINEERING
—COMMERCE —EXPLORATION
—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY
—INVENTION
Claims
&LF
first- ¥ o

".ftcabulary words)

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  -RELIGION entertai nment
—U*w/Gov't/pollticS —SCIENCE heal th
—UTERATURE recreation
-MILITARY —SOaAL/HUMANITARIAN —sett| ement
—music _SCOclo/cul tural
—PHILOSOPHYA —TRANSPORTATION urban & conmun
<A | -"AAOtrrTcS/OOVERNMENT —OTHER ISPECIFYI pl anning
"oldest- YBSS N only'- vss o

~Ot-Arifk

26,

1975

P



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! <7ii'in~ jzZgrOton
architec™m .builder;

e engineer:
landscap™garden designer; artist/artisan:
interior decorator: builder/?ontractor:

ETHNIC GROUP:

NAMES:
personal
(I abel& role
appropriate date)
events
institutional

/> "TES: DATE - QONSTR.CTI ON (Specific date or /4 of century): AAA'T'A_A
DATE(S) O "MNAR ALTERATIONS. A <A "AAATAL AfrjJrn
H STAR CALLY S GN FI CANT DATH ) a

SOURCE: (o nMNTI QN PRVATE AAAAA QAL GV T  MNOPAL  GONIY
OHR FEDERAL 'AGENCY:

ACREAGE .'(to nearest tenth of an acre) 2/\

/ICOMMENTS: (include architectural Infonnation here) pAMAA CXAPbOfIMWNA) X thOfUtS

WAUCD iidr(Mia<\tt >ar> "<3_c*ru<NC » wcccNo peaHar”

SIGNIFICANCE:(maximum two sentences)



