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NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Galen Biery, 1023 - 13th Street, Bellingham, Washington

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

Photo # 2 - Architectural drawing of Gamwell House, North side.
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PHOTO CREDIT: Galen Biery
DATE OF PHOTO: 1969

4ECATIVE FILED AT:

Galen Biery, 1023 - 13th Street, Bellingham, Washington

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

Photo # 3- Architectural drawing of the Gamwell House, floor plan, 

main floor.
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COMMON: Gamwell House

STATE

Washington
COUNTY

Whatcom
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER . nyft^EMAR 1 u vf i

AND/OR HISTORIC:

jWlllil^ii;!;": iy JllllliH^
STREET AND NUMBER:

1001 - 16th Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Bellinqham
STATE: (CODE ICOUN TV: CODE

Washinqton 1 53 1 Whatcom 073
...:.. .: :;

»HOTO CREDIT: GalenBiery
DATE OF PHOTO: 1969

4C6ATIVE FILED ATl

Galen Biery, 1023 - 13th Street, Bellingham, Washington
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DESCRIBE View. DIRECTION. ETC. \'_ ,-.'..
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Photo # 4 - copy from engravings in book published^ound 1900. < ;/'
Upper left engraving shows the Gamwell House, west side^ftppt enfr^ftel.



Beillngham Beautiful Home Series-No. 10 g(]|(JK g[OCKS

ARE TAKING 
PREFERENCE

It. O. GAM WELL RESIDENCE ON SIXTEENTH STREET.• * -'•
Tiie home of Mi\ hjid Airs. Giimuvll, 

at . the corner of Dpuglas and Six- 
UtOllth f;.t.i ijft« ts the1 type of the 
modU'il French fiennaisancc archi­ 
tecture. Tt is surrounded with a ter- 
.raced'lawn and thrhp large and wt-11
"arranged (lower gardens In whtch 
mtfy be found many oC the choicest 
flowers grown in all pails of the 
world, having nt least a semi-tropi­ 
cal climate. Rare- specimens from 
Japan rub foliage with equally rare

1 plants from England. Germany. or 
•the South of France, 'making a per- 
$£$ Qnd beautiful, setting for the

.^ , . 
years ft#0r bttt'tnftHniaiiiH thp ^careful 
detail of all the "wjjiwj carvings ami 
the decorations oiflrtlie Interior as 
though It had been built but u year 
ago. Artinarip, who plied theft- trade 
thrfjughd'ut the structure can return 
today and point with pride to the in­ 
tricate carvings as well as the more 
substantial portions of the building, 
which was built at the time when 
the best of labor could be secured on 
the : jeoaet.

The building Is three and four 
stories high with a large basement 
under all, and the many overhang­ 
ing cornices, the tower, and th,e many 
balconies* are the characteristics of 
the iBtyle of architecture.

The paneled oak front vestibule 
leads to a hjil) where the. wood carver 
carried out the most beautiful de- 
(tffcns in solid oak. The sldll of the 
mpBt adept is recognized throughout. 
The stajrcase. Is wide and leads with 
a beaiitjful curve to the'secrfhrf floor 
surmounted by' a railing In which 
the carving .follows the early .«tyie 

• of the Corinthian designs. The stair­
IB Hupuorted in diferent places 
rotrudtne ' 

figures, - which likewise support tli.
by protrudme beams, all carved

arched panels, forming a hood the 
width of the staircase above the beau­ 
tifully tiled fireplace with its bevel 
plate mirror and handsome case, and 
the cosy -corner seat. " • 

The newel at the foot of the stalr- 
cafie la unique. -It stands nearly four 
and a half feet -high and each of the 
three faces is crowned by a human 
face telling: a Htery of life. The central 
panel bears the face of a beautiful 
Grecian maiden, while on either side 
appears the face of » suitor. One Is 
wreathed in smiles proclaiming that 
his love has been reciprocated, while 
the other's countenance is gloomy 
and foreboding, showing perfectly 
hi* chagrin at being un unsucessful

, eulUr.
' ft. The large art window showing in 

the center of the side facade in the 
above out Is very whltl ami high. It 
1» 1n stained glass of blue, green and 
arRber. with th*> blue predominating 
to corresBond with the color schonic 
found. The taste of the host and hos- 
tflba Is hope exemplified for they are 

at lovers, of flowers*.
center stiyrtian of the window 

nd a large flower pot with a

growing plant. The many .branches 
of the plant cross the side and upper 
panels, showing the large leaves and 
blossoms of a tropical plant, the en­ 
tire window being a perfect work 
of art. The window furnishes much 
light upon tho stairs, although the 
shades -are delicately tinU-d.

The furnishings of the room ap­ 
pear- in cak, an does the highly pol­ 
ished Huor. while the hamrlngM ,arc- 
in a dull o!d l bluc, The coat-of-arms 
showing the ancestry of two of the 
oldest and mof?t respected families 
of J\T fcw England, of which Mr. and 

, Mrs.' fjaimvell are descendants, hang 
upon the wall in a jarominenr ;po»4«- tion. "* ' •• "'-">- •'•--- •"- --—

The main drawing" room is^fqund 
in the front of the building with large 
doors opening from' the hall. The 
room is In white and gold. A large 
bay window has an exposure upon the 
bay, and overlooks the city as well, 
•making a prettyy room for a living 
room, which is in general demand by 
the entire family.

A fireplace ten feet wide with the 
bevel plate mirrors in white panels, 
reaching to I he ceiling, Is the chief 
decoration in the room. All the 
woodwork on the mantle IH delicately 
carved, as well as that In the hall, 
but the material <s redwood. The 
mlrors are in many shapes and were 
made to order by an eastern firm. 
There are large electroliers pendant 
from the ceiling and projecting from 
the side walls, and all metal trlm- 
irtings in this room are lacquered in 
Hght tones, while lh<- hall IK in dark 
to correspond with the dark oak. 

IHniiigroom IN in Buff.
The dining room is one; of the 

largest rooms in the house and opens 
to the right of the na^l from the 
main entrance. The color scheme is 
in buff and white. The Wall Is hung 
with a. tapestry paper in whtch the 
buff is the prevailing tone, with a 
drop ceiling very low in dull whit*-. 
On one side the matched molding 
between the two ' shades forms The 
plate rack for a. great number oE 
fancy platen, both he.irlboms and 
modern pieces of pottery.

The fireplace in this room haw 
large mirrors surrounded by wood 
work in a dark mahogany and dark 
brass trimmings for the andirons. 
A large buy window furnishes an 
ample amount of light to relieve the 
color in the furniture, which Is gen­ 
uine mahogany, gradually growing 
darker In shading with old age. The 
room has a southern exposure, which 
makes a comfortable, morning room, 
but it IK Homawhat shadowed by the 
large veranda running around the 
entire side of the. building.
'A very large china and wine closet 

opens from the dining room. 1^ Is 
paneled in highly polished rcdwotui 
and the wine closet is spacious and 
well fitted. Choice china is found in 
every section of the closet, as well as

rtjd hfirloom.s in pewfer. \vt-U cured 
for by the younger generation.

The butler's pantry connects the 
dhiinK room with the kitchen and it 
contains a, Auge wnrmlntf closet 
heated with steam, making it possible 
to serve an elaborate dinner with 
ease. The walls are paneled in casea 
with all tl>e necessary articles for 
serving1 and the floor in It and the 
kitchen is as highly polished as in 
the drawing room.

Adjoining the kitchen in the* rear 
is the laundry" and a cold storage" 
apartment for \vines and meats. A 
wide stftlra. leads from the kitchen to 
thjp aecon.^ floor/ ~ . ••

the bedrooms and a large sewing 
room, and a different finish is found 
in each room. The bath and Hneh 
closets : are airfb on this floor. The' 
guefit chamber is in gold, white and 
pink, the wood being (jointed redwood. 
The furnishings are elaborate \\n 
blrdfteye maple. The fireplace and 
mantle IB In white.

The main chamber is in tapestry 
nattcrn -of blue with a 'design in 
viofete. The finish -Is In mahogany 
as In all on the furnishings. The 
fireplace is . really• one of the most 
elaborate in the building, having large 
pier glass mirrors on either side, ex­ 
tending to the floor from the mantle, 
which is surmounted by a like mir­ 
ror of ample proportions.

The room leads to the dressing 
room for the hostess, and it is • well 
supplied , with a marble lavatory and, 
dressing table; large linen and 'dress 
closets. This room connects -with the 
bath room, where the original pplish 
•Is' distinctly natural in the highly 
finished wain scouting- in mahogany 
with the walbii, above appearing in a 
dull shade of green. The fittings are 
in marble and nickel.

Unique Sewing Room.
v The sewing room or. private sitting 

room is very • unique for a means of 
lighting from the art windpw on the 
Ktalrs Is given by-an'opening in the 
side wall. There are wide French 
windows opening upon the balcony 
on the other side and a western ex­ 
posure Is given the room. It Is in 
a dull pink.

The maid's room i.s Just across the 
hall and also fine old cedar linen 
closets.

A second staircase leads to the 
third floor, which is given up to ex­ 
tra chambers and Uie apart men ta oc­ 
cupied bv Miss Gamwell. The bed 
chamber opens upon, the buleonj 
front the third floor and also into the 
bouaoir.1 Which in turn opens with 
French ivindows upon a side balcony 
The color scheme is in light in the 
sleeping apartment, while- the boudoi: 
Is ceiled, Jn native cedar. The vimn 
of the city and the bay from thi' 
room is magnificent. AM in all 1h« 
house is one of the vi-ry best equipped 
in point; of plumbing, finish and 
architecture In the entire city.

Values Amounting to Nearly 
$300,000 Are Not'Named In 
Permits, Because;, Registering 
Was Not Demand«i*|fcitU Year 
Was Practically Jj$ AD " End.

PRACTICE IS ULSORY

New City Ordiaandf.Will Make 
An Exact Showing of Sta­ 
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PHOTO CREDIT: GalenBierv
DATE OF PHOTO: 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Galen Bierv, 1023 - 13th Street, Bellingham, Washington

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

Photo # 5 - copy from "Bellingham Herald", January, 19Q7. Beautif^' 
Home Series, Number 10. Description of Gamwell Residence V-V̂
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

COMMON-. GaiTiwell House

STATE

Washington
COUNTY

Whatcom
FOR NPS USE ONLY
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till

STREET AND NUMBER:
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Bellingham
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Washinqton 53
CODE

Whatcom 073
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PHOTO CREDIT: GalenBierv
DATE OF PHOTO: 1969

NEGATIVE PILED AT: • .

Galen Biery, 1023 - 13th Street, Bellingham, Washington '
14.. . moiiyiis^sm.:^: .^&&.^ ' , -v. -~ ^ • .•> • .•••••.#.

DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECT! ON, ETC. ; •

Photo # 6 - west side, front entrance of Gamwell House, asMt is at" :
present. "M^';; -.-. --,-;.;-^
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PHOTO CREDIT: Galen Bierv
DATE or PHOTO: 1967 or 1968
NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Galen Biery, 1023 - 13th Street, Bellingham, Washington
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. • ..

Photo # 7 - Interior, main hall and staircase, showing some ofjhe 
original furniture, lights, stairwell with "art glass" windows:;. ^: '


