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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rankin Block in Rockland, Maine, built in 1853, is a large and well-pre-
served example of a late Greek Revival style commercial building. The 3%-stery
"block is of btick construction with gabled roof, six chimneys, granite foundation,
and granite trim. The block, which faces east, consists of four units, those on
the ends being 4 bays wide, while those in the middle are 3 bays in width. Fenes-
tration above the first story was originally 6/6, and this has survived in places;
elsewhere it has been replaced with 2/2. All windows feature granite sills and lintels

The half-story on the facade contains 4 gabled dormers with triangular pediments.
A shed-toofed dormer above the northernmost unit contains two pairs of 2/2 windows;
this presumably replaced a pair of gabled dormers ' as at the south end, and it is
the only significant alteration to the building's exterior. The first story of the
facade is framed in large granite posts and lintels. These define the four street-
level stores. The store entrances consist of recessed doublewdoors, flanked by dis-
play windows. In the center of the facade, between the second and third stories, is
a carved granite purnel with raised letters which reads: "RANKIN BLOCK 1853". The en-
tablature is decorated with a pattern of slightly projecting bricks which mimic den-~
tils. The 3-bay-wide gable-~ends and rear elevation of the block typically lack the
detailing of the facade, but the windows are trimmed in granite.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rankin Block is a well~designed Greek Revival commercial building built

in 1853 by Samuel Rankin, a descendant of Constant Rankin,one of the first settlers
in the region.

most prosperous years as a thriving seaport.

The building faces the harbor and was at the center of activity during Rockland's

The present structure was erected on the site of an earlier commercial bulldlng,

also called the Rankin Block, which was destroyed in the disastrous fire of 1853. )

Symbolic of Rockland's remarkable recovery~from this holecaust, the Rankin Block,

now soheduled for rehabilitation and reuse as elderly housing, will long dontinue as
a landmark on the waterfront.
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The ground floor facade of the Rankin Block is a prime example
of the heavy trabeated granite construction so typical of Maine com-
mercial architecture of the mid-19th century particularly in seaport
areas.

During Rockland's primacy as a lime exporting seaport in the
latter half of the 19th century the Rankin Block was used by various
different businesses related to maritime commerce. These included
a ship chandlery, shipping offices, and, in the top floor, a sail loft.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION.

The Rankin Block is located on a rectangular lot running north
and south along Main Street 150 feet and 145 feet east and west along
Rankin Street.



