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\7. mscRimVoN 
CONDITION 

E x c e l l e n t • Good ^ F a i r • 

(Check One) 

Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed j \ 

I N T E G R I T Y 
( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 0 

( C h e c k One) 

M o v e d • O r i g i n a l S i t e 3 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Greenway i s a frame, one-and-one-half story structure, b u i l t i n the l a t t e r 
half of the eighteenth century, which i s representative of a great many 
col o n i a l homes in i t s design and scale. The beaded clapboarding, wood-
covered gable roof with i t s row of dormers, and the S3mimetry of the f i v e -
bay (south) front are combined i n the c l a s s i c form of the medium-sized 
V i r g i n i a home. The brick foundation walls are primarily of Flemish bond, 
but the occasional lapse into English bond suggests possible stages of 
growth not v i s i b l e elsewhere i n the building f a b r i c . The two exterior end 
chimneys are i n Flemish bond and have double, t i l e d splays. The two-bay 
rear e l l which projects from the center of the north facade dates from the 
early-nineteenth century, and, except for a s l i g h t change i n bed and crown 
moldings on the bo^ cornice and tlh'e newer window framings, the addition 
uses the same fofms as the older section. 

The central h a l l has a close'd stringer s t a i r with square newels and turned 
balusters which ascends southward along the west w a l l . At the top of the 
s t a i r s there are unusual twin newel posts with engaged balusters facing 
each other between the two posts. The s t a i r h a l l , as i n a l l the others 
in the o r i g i n a l front block, has a single board dado and a chair r a i l compoii 
of simple r o l l moldings on a raised board. The west room i s dominated by 
a projecting fully-paneled chimney breast i n which fluted p i l a s t e r s frame 
the architrave molding around the fireplace opening. These p i l a s t e r s r i s e 
to a comice shelf from which four more p i l a s t e r s r i s e to a c e i l i n g cornice 
Subtleties i n this chimney woodwork, such as the double row of d e n t i l s 
d i r e c t l y under the cornice shelf and the double crossettes i n the architrave 
framings, make i t an exceedingly fine design. By contrast, the projecting 
chimney breast i n the east room has a p l a i n architrave framing around the 
fireplace opening with a shallow f r i e z e and b e a u t i f u l l y carved cornice 
shelf above. Three rectangular panels and c e i l i n g cornice make up the 
overmantel design. The chimney designs i n the two upstairs rooms are a 
s i m p l i f i e d version of this mantel but without the overmantel. ^Architrave 

y moldings frame a l l doors i n the front block of the house and much o r i g i n a l 
[/ hardware remains.^ 

The breezeway which connected the rear addition to the main house was 
recently f i l l e d i n , and the design of i t s i n t e r i o r attempts to conform 
with the i n t e r i o r feeling of the o r i g i n a l house. This rear room, with 
i t s dado of horizontal boarding and chair r a i l , features a t y p i c a l early-
nineteenth century mantel of oval sunbursts and deep shelf. 
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CONDITION 
Excellent D Good ~ Fair D 

INTEGRITY 
(Check One) 

Altered D Unaltered ~ 

(Check One) 

Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 
(Check One) 

I Moved D Original Site ~ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Greenway is a frame, one-and-one-half story structure, built in the latter 
half of the eighteenth century, which is representative of a great many 
colonial homes in its design and scale. The beaded clapboarding, wood­
covered gable roof with its row of dormers, and the symmetry of the five­
bay (south) front are combined in the classic form of the medium-sized 
Virginia home. The brick foundation walls are primarily of Flemish bond, 
but the occasional lapse into English bond suggests possible stages of 
growth not visible elsewhere in the building fabric. Ttte two exterior end 
chimneys are in Flemish bond and have double, tiled splays. The two-bay 

-~ rear ell which projects from the center of the north facade dates, from the 
early-nineteenth century, and, except for a slight change in bed and crown 
moldings on 'the lfo'X cornice and th•e newer window framings, the addition 
uses the .same forms as ·· the o'l'der section. 

t, • I 

The central hall .-nas a ·close'd stringer stair with square newels and turned 
balusters which ascends southward along the west wall. At the top of the 
stairs there are unusual twin newel posts with engaged balusters facing 
each other between the two posts. The stair hall, as in all the others 
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in the original front block, has a single board dado and a chair rail compo: ea 
of simple roll moldings on a raised board. The west room is dominated by Z 
a projecting fully-paneled chimney breast in which fluted pilasters frame 

v 

the architrave molding around the fireplace opening. These pilasters rise 
to a cornice shelf from which four more pilasters rise to a ceiling cornice 
Subtleties in this chimney woodwork, such as the double row of <lentils 
directly under the cornice shelf and the double crossettes in the architravi 
framings, make it an exceedingly fine design. By contrast, the projecting 
chimney breast in the east room has a plain architrave framing around the 
fireplace opening with a shallow frieze and beautifully carved cornice 
shelf above. Three rectangular panels and ceiling cornice make up the 
overmantel design. The chimney designs in the two upstairs rooms are a 
simplified version of this mantel but without the overmantel. / Architrave 
moldings frame all doors in the front block of the house and much original 
hardware remains. / 

The breezeway which connected the rear addition to the main house was 
recently filled in, and the design of its interior attempts to conform 
with the interior feeling of the original house. This rear room, with 
its dado of horizontal boarding and chair rail, features a typical early­
nineteenth century mantel of oval sunbursts and deep shelf. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n Q 16th C e n t u r y 
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18th C e n t u r y ^ 

19th Cen tu ry [ J ! 

20th Cen tu ry • 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i na l E d u c o t i o n • P o l i t i c a l 0 Urban P l a n n i n g • 
P r e h i s t o r i c • E n g i n e e r i n g • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­ Other (Specify) 

H i s t o r i c • Industry • losophy • H i s t o r y 
A g r i c u l t u r e • Invent ion • S c i e n c e • 
Ar t L a ndscape Scu lp tu re • 
C o m m e r c e • A r c h i t e c t u r e • S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • L i t e r a t u r e • i t a r i an • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • Mi l i ta ry • T h e a t e r • 

Mus ic • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n • 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

This well-known eighteenth century building form combined with fine 
i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g make Greenway an ideal example of the pro,totype looked 
to for twentieth century co l o n i a l r e v i v a l s . However, i n spite of i t s 
fine architectural character, the h i s t o r i c a l associations of the house 
constitute, i t s chief importance. The house was b u i l t by Judge John 

~ Tyler (1747-1813), Governor of V i r g i n i a (1808-1811), who i s buried there. 
John Tyler raised his family at Greenway, and i n this house i n 1790 was 
born his son John (1790-1862), later tenth President of the United 
States. President Tyler l i v e d at the house u n t i l his marriage and later 
returned to Greenway while Governor of V i r g i n i a (1825-1827). He sold the 
property i n 1829 when he purchased nearby Sherwood Forest which was to 
be his permanent home for the rest of his l i f e . 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian □ 16th Century □ 18th Century Kl 20th Ce ntury □ 
15th Century □ 17th Century □ 19th Century ~ . 

SPECI.FIC DATE (S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF S I GNIFICANCE (Check One or More BS Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education □ Political 89 Urban Planning □ 
Prehistoric □ Engineering □ Religion / Phi- Other (Specify) IBl 
Historic □ Industry □ losophy □ Histori: 

Agriculture □ Invention □ Science □ 
Art IB Landscape Sculpture □ 
Commerce □ Architecture □ Social / Human-

Communicat ions □ L i terature □ itarian □ 
Conservation □ Military □ Theater □ 

Music □ Transportation □ 
STATEMENT OF SIGN IFIC A N CE ( Include P ersonages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

This well-known eighteenth century building form .combined with f:i,ne 
interior detailing make Greenway an id_eal ~ample of t;:_he pt;o,totype_ looked 
to for twentieth century colonial revivals. However, in spite of its 
fine architectural character, the hist_o.rica,-1 associations of the ,h_ouse 
constitute, its chief importance. The house was built by Judge John 
Tyler (1747-1813), Governor of Virginia (1808-1811), who is buried there. 
John Tyler raised his family at Greenway, and in this house in 1790 was 
born his son John (1790-1862), later tenth President of the United 
States. President Tyler lived at the house until his marriage and later 
returned to Greenway while Governor of Virginia (1825-1827). He sold the 
property in 1829 when he purchased nearby Sherwood Forest which was to 
be his permanent home for the rest of his life. 
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Farrar, Emmie Fergusen, Old Virginia Houses Along the James. New York: 
Bonanza Books, 1957, pp. 112-115. 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
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I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

NOV 12 1969 
Date --------------------
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Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commi sion 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

STATE 

Virg inia 
COUNTY 

Charles Cit 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTR Y NUMBER DATE 

srnEET AND NUMBER : mi. W of Courthouse Creek, N side of Rt. 5, .6 mi. W 
of intersection of Rt. 5 and Rt. 155 in Charles Cit. 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

View of South front . 
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DlVISION OF MlNERAL RESOURCES 
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Control by USGS and USC&GS I 
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Supersedes USC&GS map dated 1953 

Selected hydrograph ic data compi led from US~&GS 
Chart 530 (1964) . This ,n tormation ,s not in ended for 
navigational purposes 

Polyconic projection. 1927 North Amer ican dat um 
10.000-foot grid based on Virginia coo rd inate system, 
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UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

Char l e s C i t y 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N : Greenway 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Grceuway 

2- LOCATION .guAiiuN : . . . . . . . • .. ———•—-• ; 2 • TT f: 

STREET AND NUMBER: .3 m l . W of Courthousc Creek, N s ide o f R t . 5, .b m i . W ot 
i n t e r s e c t i o n o f R t . 5 and R t . 155 i n Char les C i t y . ^ 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

V i r g i n i a 45 

C O U N T Y : 

Charles City 039 

3. MAP REFERENCE •• .'I.' 
S O U R C E : 

U . S . G . S . 
S C A L E : L : 2 4 0 0 0 

l y , quadrangle Char les Q i j ^ ^ 'Vf̂ .̂̂  I T T N ' i l T ^ 

DATE: 1 9 6 5 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude ond longitude re ference. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

STREET AND NUMBER : .3 mi. W of Courthouse Creek, N side 

intersection of Rt. 5 and Rt. 155 in Charles Cit. 

CITY OR TOWN : 

STATE : CODE COUNTY: 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. F roperty broundories where requ i red . 

2. North arrow . 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

Virginia 
COUNTY 

Charles City 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

CODE 



U.S. G. S. 7½ 1 quadrangle ( Scale ::1 : 24000) 
Charles City, Va. 1965 
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Molly Joseph Ward 
Secretary of Natural Resources 

Mr. Paul Loether 

COMMONWEAL TH of VIRGIN 

Department of Historic Resources 
2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 

March 7, 2017 

Julie V. Langan 
Director 

Tel: (804) 367-2323 
Fax: (804) 367-2391 
www.dhr.virginia.gov 

Chief, National Register of Historic Places and National Historic Landmarks Programs 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 I ("Eye") Street, N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20005 

Re: Greenway, Charles City County, Virginia 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

The Department of Historic Resources (OHR) has had an opportunity to review the historic 
boundaries for Greenway, which was listed in the National Register on November 12, 1969. The property's tax 
parcel boundaries and acreage have not changed since the property was listed, with the total acreage at l, I 02 
acres. 

Based on the tax parcel lines, mapping provided in the 1970 nomination, and current maps, DHR has 
prepared the enclosed location map, which shows the property's true and correct historic boundaries and 
location coordinates for the vertices. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. My direct phone line is 804-
482-6439. 

Enclosures 

Western Region Office 
962 Kime Lane 

Salem, VA 24153 
Tel: (540) 387-5443 
Fax: (540) 387-5446 

8Cs11111~ 
Lena Sweeten McDonald 
National/State Register Historian 

Northern Region Office 
5357 Main Street 

PO Box 519 
Stephens City, VA 22655 

Tel: (540) 868-7029 
Fax: (540) 868-7033 

Eastern Region Office 
2801 Kensington Avenue 

Richmol)d, VA 23221 
Tel: (804) 367-2323 
Fax: (804) 367-2391 



Virginia Dept. of Historic Resources 

\I-CRl!S 
Vir~inia Cultural Resource Information S~-stem 

LOCATION MAP 
Greenway 
Charles City County, VA 
DHR No. 018-0010 
Location Coordinates 
1. Latitude: 37.352120 
Longitude: -77 .100820 
2. Latitude: 37.355910 
Longitude: -77.083360 
3. Latitude: 37.352150 
Longitude: -77.078210 
4. Latitude: 37.341650 
Longitude: -77 .07 5460 
5. Latitude: 37.336190 
Longitude: -77.076490 
6. Latitude: 37.327590 
Longitude: -77 .07 4860 
7. Latitude: 37. 324860 
Longitude: -77.088420 
8. Latitude: 37.333590 
Longitude: -77.085720 
9. Latitude: 37.335030 
Longitude: -77.097560 

N 

A 
Feet 

0 6001200 80CNOO 
1 :36, 112 / 1 "=3,009 Feet 

Title: Greenway Date: 2/28/2017 
DISCLAIMER:Records of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) /rave been gathered aver many years from a variety of sources and the represell/atio11 
depicted is a cumulative view of field observations over time and may not reflect current gro1111d conditiollS. Tire map is for ge11eral i11fom1ation p11rposes Olld is 1101 

intended for engi11eering, legal or otlicr site-specific uses, Map may contain errors and is provided "as-is". More information is available i11 rhe DHR Archives located at 
DHR 's Richmond office, 

Notice if AE sites:Locations of archaeological sites may be sensitive the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and the Archaeological Reso11rces Protection Act 
(ARP A) and Code of Virginia §2.2-3 705. 7 (I 0). Release of precise locations may threaten archaeological sites and historic resources. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action: Additional Documentation 

Property Name: Greenway 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: VIRGINIA, Charles City 

Date Received : 
3/10/2017 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 

Reference number: AD69000336 

Nominator: · State 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return __ Reject 

Abstract/Summary 
Comments : 

Additional 0ocumentation Approved 

Recommendation/ 
Criteria f) A 
Reviewer Edson Beall ~ 

Telephone Date 
- ----------

4/24/2017 

4/24/2017 Date 

Historian 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 



National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
601 19TH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 2C006 

IN R E P L Y R E F E R T O : 

H34-HR 

P r o p e r t i e s added to the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places  

' VIRGINIA 

L i t t l e Cherrystone ( P i t t s y l v a n i a County) 
D a n v i l l e P u b l i c L i b r a r y ( i n c i t y ) 
Green H i l l (Campbell County) 
B a t t e r s e a (Petersburg) 
Belmead/Sto Emma's I n d u s t r i a l & A g r i c u l t u r a l School (Powhatan County) 
Buckingham Court House P r e s e r v a t i o n Zone (Buckingham County) 
M a y f i e l d Cottage (Dinwiddie County) 
Brandon (Prince George County) 
B r i e r y Church (Prince Edward County) 
St. Mary's Whitechapel (Lancaster County) 
Old Mansion ( C a r o l i n e County) 
Chelsea (King W i l l i a m County) 
B l a n d f i e l d (Essex County) 

1Greenwav (Charles C i t y County) 
Camden ( C a r o l i n e County) 
S a l i n e H a l l (Richmond County) 
Old H o t e l ( P r i n c e W i l l i a m County) 
Oatlands (Loudoun County) 
Nanzatico (King George County) 
Charles C i t y Court House (Charles C i t y County) 
Aquia Church ( S t a f f o r d County) 
E l s i n g Green (King W i l l i a m County) 
Yeocomico Church (Westmoreland County) 
Eppes I s l a n d (Charles C i t y County) 
F i n c a s t l e P r e s e r v a t i o n Zone .(Botetourt County) 
Fotheringay (Montgomery County) 
• S m i t h f i e l d (Montgomery County) 
Poplar F o r e s t (Bedford County) 
C a r l y l e House (Alexandria) 
Abingdon Bank (Washington County), 
N o r f o l k Academy B u i l d i n g ( i n c i t y ) 
James R i v e r and Kanawha Connection Locks (Richmond) 
Malvern H i l l (Henrico County) 

• Eppington ( C h e s t e r f i e l d County) 
Hollywood Cemetery (Richmond) 

UNITE:D STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
801 19TH STREET, N, W. 

WASHINGTON, D, C. 20006 

IN REPLY REFER T O : 

H34-HR 

' ' Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places 
l 
I VIRGINIA 

Little Cherrystone (Pittsylvania County) 
Danville Public Library (in city) 
Green Hill (Campbell County) 
Battersea (Petersburg) 
Belmead/Sto Emma's Industrial & Agricultural School (Powhatan County) 
Buckingham Court House Preservation Zone (Buckingham County) 
Mayfield Cottage (Dinwiddie County) 
Brandon (Prince George County) 
Briery Church (Prince Edward County) 
St. Mary's Whitechapel (Lancaster County) 
Old Mansion (Caroline County) 
Chelsea (King William County) 
Blandfield {Essex County) 

\Greenway (Charles City County) 
Camden (Caroline County) 
Saline Hall (Richmond County) 
Old Hotel (Prince William County) 
Oatlands (Loudoun County) 
Nanzatico (King George County) 
Charles City Court House (Charles City County} 
Aquia Church (Stafford County) 
Elsing Green (King William County} 
Yeocomico Church {Westmoreland County} 
Eppes Island (Charles City County} 
F-incastle Preservation Zone . (Botetourt County) 
Fotheringay (Montgomery County} 

-Smithfield (Montgomery County) 
Poplar Forest (Bedford County} 
Carlyle House (Alexandria} 
Abingdon Bank (Washington County} . 
Norfolk Academy Building (in city} 

· James River and Kanawha Connection Locks (Richmond} 
Malvern Hill (Henrico County} 

· Eppington (Chesterfield County} 
Hollywood Cemetery (Richmond} 
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hon. Part:'y Floe~: · yr~, Jr. 
U cu n~a~~s Scna t~ 
1<"~GUir19ton, P .. c. 

cc: 

t:-ruc-o t Allen Co11w..1 lly 
Chi.~£ Office ot At ch®lO'QY 

nd l:Usto~.ie P',:-~itH.:rvation 

Dr . fidt-'<al'.'d P . Ale,:an(l£r ,ChairPan, Virginia Historic Lanamarks 
Com.-i:aission , Room 1106, State Ninth Street 0.f:f.:ice Building, 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

Dlplicate letters sent to: 
Hon . William B~ls,,r Spong , Jr. 
Hon. Thot'ias N. Downing 
Hon. David r~ rraru S,"l.ttcrfielc1 
Hon. Williar;1 \':h:i.tchurst 
Hon . \c'Hlliar.1 Lloyd Scott 
Hon.- w.c. ( Dan) Daniel 
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\'lilliars1 
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Richard 
Jo .n o. 
W:-J.tldn s 

CYI'-> -~ d Wampler 
Broyhill 
H. Po:f:f 
l•tarsh 
M. Abbitt 




