


7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
Excellent . Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
E Altered 0 Unaltered . Moved H Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Boxford Village Historic District contains 180 acres and extends from

the village center about three-fourths of amle tothenorthwest along

M ddl eton Road and Main Street and approximately t he sane distance to t he
sout heast along El mStreet and Topsfield Road. The district boundaries are
set back about 350 feet on either side of these roads.

This district, which has as it sfocus theFirst Church (Congregational),
grew out of theoriginal six lots~laid outi n1667. O the 43 structures

in thedistrict, 14 are 20th century, 5 are 19th century post-Civil War,

15 are 19th century pre-Civil War, 6 are 18t h century and 2 are 17th centur;?
The Village has been described by a well-known planning consultant. Dr.
Charles W Eliot, as~a "rare and near perfect exanple of theold New England
village street style, with thebroad, tree-shaded street, the comon, churcl:
ol d houses and single country store,”" all thenore remarkable for i t situa-
tion 21 mles fromamjor metropolitancity and less than twomles from

an interstate highway (Route 95). m
m

Elm Street, thebackbone of theVillage, i sanchored at it ssouth end by

the 1760 Hol yoke- French House (ont heNational Register), on Topsfield Rd. 7

This fine 2h story, gambrel-roof country dwelling, with a later rear el |l
(c.1890), is preserved largely i nitsoriginal state. Across fromthe
house i sa small triangular green.

,ad i t s handsone carriage sheds, former parish house and cemetery. This
Third Meetinghouse was built i n1838. Typical of the Geek Revival style
of New England churches of that period, i ti sdistinguished by an unusual
Geek keymotif i nthecornice, which i srepeated i nthebelfrey detail.

H
a
The north end of ElmStreet i sdomnated by theFirst Congregational Church (=
n

Elm Street, which extends between these structures for about® mile,i s
shaded by |l arge elns and maples. n t he sane side of El mStreet across

M ddl eton Road from t he church aretheTown Hall/Gange (18.90) and t he
general store (1840), thelatter operating on the sane site for 132 years.
The library i sopposite the stojre ontheeast side of ElmStreet and was
converted from an 1841 Greek Revival dwelling. Beyond these structures on
both sides of thestreet stand' several dwellings representingthelate
colonial and Greek Revival, one combined with elements of Gothic Revival.
They areal | spaced well apart by at least 50 feet.

To t henorthwest, tree-shaded Main Street runs between stone walls border-
ing open fields whose fine soil was no doubt a factor i nthesiting of the
Village i nthel1l660's. At theedge of these fields on thenortherly side
stand four homes, each i nits own setting onits original lot. Three of
them - 1683, 1840 and 1774 - arebuilt i nthetraditional pitched roof
"“coloni&l" style, theearliest with arear lean-to. The fourth (1826) i s a
hi pped "roof federal house, which i s owned today by descendents of the
original land grantees.

To t he sout heast, one |eaves "the Village on Topsfield Road, passing by
(continued)
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7. DESCR PTION (Cont.)

Boxford Village Historic District, Boxford

wood lots and small fields which contain, anong others, a small Geek Revival
dwelling, a symretrical center chimey house (1843), whose barn i s capped by
an octagonal cupola, and three colonial houses, theoldest dating from 1688.
These last three were al I built by various nmenbers of t hepromnent Dorman
famly.

The conmbination of symetry and asymetry, and t heblending of architectural
styles, gives theHistoric District at once a harnony which pleases the eye
and a diversity which dramaticallyillustrates thevarying tastes and r e-
sources of those who built thestructuresi nit. All thestructures includ-
ing thestore areinhabited and al | arei ngood repair. Both house |ots and
open spaces arewell-cared for and | andscaped i nan appropriate manner.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE /\%I£S/\

The settlement of Boxford cane gradually, as an expansion of thetown of
Rowl ey. English settlers cane t o Salemi nthewinter of 1638 and i n spring
moved t o what i snow Rowl ey, on part of a large tract of land bought by
John W nthrop fromt he Agawam I ndi ans. Gradually these settlers pushedi n-
land through t heheavy forest and settled an area which they named Row ey
Village. | twas first conmposed of six lots of 30 acres each, laid out i n
1667 as t henucleus of thenew town. Sixproprietors built their homes here
caused roads t obe built and developed thearea into a primarily agricultural,
community. However, many of theearly settlers plied trades i nadditionto
farm ng and were housewrights, carpenters, millwrights, joiners, cabinet na-
kers, blacksmiths, coopers, basket makers, etc., answering t heneeds of the

community. | nc. 1670 t hemanufacture of iron was begun but was discontin-
ued tenyears later. Prom 1770 t o 1805 iron smelting was carried on. The
smelting mill was then converted, i nturn, toa cotton mill, agrist mill,

wooden bowl and tray factory and finally a match factory (1867) which was
bought by t he Di amond Match Conmpany i n1883. For a short time Boxford also
contained factories for theproduction of boxes, silver polish and shoes.

By 1585 as nmany as 48 families had settled here. Wshing t ohave their own
m nister and meeting house, they requested t o be chartered as thetown of
Boxford, which was done by t he General Court i nAugust of 1685. 1 nl1701

W nthrop's early deed was disputed by t he Indians but was settled for afew
pounds plus "vittels and drink." I nthis sane year t hemeeting house was
compl eted on land given by Abraham and Thomas Redington "forto set their
first Meeting House on." The year 1701 also saw a public school established,
with theTown Clerk as teacher and classes held i nprivate homes. 1 n1738
District school houses were built; by 1888 there were six districts.

The first burial ground (1693) was on Main Street; then i n1717 t he Har nony
Cemetery on | pswich Road was used. | n 1807 Asa Peabody gave land for a
Village Cemetery where a Hearse House was built i n 1841.

The second meeting house was built i nl1742. For years theonly neans of tra-
vel was by horse or on foot. \heeled vehicles did not come into use nuch
before 1788. By 1799, a number of parishioners were assessed for a chaise
and chai se house, and owned sheds at t hemeeting house for carriages.

In 1770, i nprotest against unjust British duties, thetown voted that no

(continued)
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8. SIGN FICANCE (cont.)

citizens were allowed t ouse any products from Great Britain, especially tea—
"cases of sickness excepted." Whien t heRevolution broke out, theBoxfordin-
habitants took an active part; eight fromthetown were killed at t heBattle of
Bunker Hill.

The first postal service, establishedi n1804, was handl ed by tavern owner
Deacon Spofford, who took themail t ochurch on Sunday t odistribute. By 1826
a post office was opened i nBoxford Village inWittenore's store.

A new neeting house -(the present structure) was erected i n1838; it was "58'

by 48', finished i ntheMdern style with a Pedinent end", with new horse sheds
on thenorth and west sides. The pews were auctioned of f and deeded t o buyers
in perpetuity. The baserment story was finished t oacconodate town meetings and
other public gatherings, and was so used until theTown Hall was built across
the street i n1891. |1 n 1885 Boxford celebrated i t sBicentennial anniversary.

A chapel was annexed t ot herear of themeeting house i n1895, enablingthe
town t o expand activities under one roof. The north rowof horse sheds were
renoved t o nake room for t henew structure.

re of thegreatest changes i nt hetown occurred when railroad service begani n
1854. | t neant ncSTonly facilities for transportation of freight and express,
but also regular mail service, a means of travel and shipping of Boxford prod-
ucts, such as shoes, matches, lumber and agricultural commdities. The coming
of therailroad nade it possible for business and professional nen and their
famlies fromas far away as Boston t oestablish sumer homes here, Boxford
being considered a very "healthful resort.” By 1903, tentrains a day passed
through town. However, by 1941, there was insufficient patronage t o warrant
continuing service.

In 1952 t hetown cel ebrated not only t he250th anniversary of t he church but
also the300th anniversary of thefirst road laid out through Boxford.

BoxfordVill age was voted a Chapter 40CHistoric District by the town of Box-
fordon March 1, 1971. A
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