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1. Name
hidaric  Bowers School
and/or common Sare
2. Location
dred & nurbe 411 Wate Stceet’ -N/Anot for publication
aty, tomn  Clinton U/A- vidnity
dae Massachusetts e code 025  couty Wrcester code' 027
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both X work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
N/Abeing considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military _ X other: Vacant
4. Owner of Property
name Gerald Hardy
dred & numbe 366 Chace Street
city, town Clinton N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse regdry o deds eéc. Registdry of Deeds
street & number 2 Main Street
aty, ton  Worcester dae Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
it ™o G I SERrIC Asets OF - this roperty ben determined digle?  yes X no

date "J"ly federal Estate county local
degocstary far survey reords Massachusetts Historical Conralsson

city, town ~ BOSION state  Massachusetts



1. Description Bowers School, Clinton, MA

Condition Check one Cneck one

X excel l ent deteriorated unal tered A original site
good A ruins X altered noved  date 1892
fair 2 ( TO unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Bowers School stands approximately in the center of its original %acre | oton the
south side of Vater Street 1 n Clinton. Asphalt paved parKki n% | ot and pl a?/yard surrond
the buildingvAichis set back 75 fromthe street on a slight rise. Early settlement of
tHis area centered around the m|ls along the nearby Nashua River; today tiie school is
surrounded by a residential nei ghborhood of one and two fam |y houses, dating primarily,
fromthe late nineteenth century.

Built originally as a small one-roomfrane school hoiase in 1847, the Bowers School \/H'as
conpletely renodel led in 1892 to its present form The buildingrises tw storiesfroma
| ow foundation of fieldstone (belowgrade) and cut granite to a cctiibination gable and hip
roof covered i ngray Vernont slate. The nain body of the bxiilding is executed inred
brick laid inrunning bond. Inplan, the buildingisrectangular with a large two-story
projecting entrance an lionon the north elevation facing \ter Street. A nassivebrick
chinney rises fromthe center of the main block. - ,

The syranetrically aligned fenestrationconsists of rect”gidar' tvindov7S arranged i npairs
and triplets set in sharply cut ogeni ngs wi th sandstone lintels (wde) and sills (narrow .
Truncat ed rectangul ar windows with brick lintels light the basement. A major decorative
featxire of the biiilding isits brick com ce, consisting of three courses: bracket-Iike
cor]plej ling, a broken band of sawtooth pattem and a continuous |ine of corbellingat the
roofline.

The facade (north) i s domnated by the central entrance pavilion. The entry itself con-

sists of doTjhle doors recessed in a large plainrectangular opening and flanked by round
arched wiridows.and si m»m  hy. two pairs of rectangular windows. GCentered in the roof

flank is a lowteia® guiar glared dorcier. . The '“fy txeatment. appeaCs to restalt froma

20th century rebuilding. : , , N

The side elevations of the central pavilioncontain paired w ndows at md-story height.
The flanking sections of .the nmain, body contain paired w ndows at each story,. The east
and west elevations are identical, containing one w ndowopeningwith three sets of sash
on each fl06r.. The sputh elevationhas four openings with pg.red.Vindws on each story
and a central fire exit and steps (iron) at the tipper |evel.

The interior of the school is divided into tw classroons on each floor, each equal in
size (27% square). The large entry foyer contains two stairways |eading to the xgoper
floor. Storeroom naintenance and toilet.facilities are located i nthe basenent.



8. Significance Bowers school, Clinton, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 ~Marchitecture —~neducation military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1847, 1892 Bui | der/Architect JpshijaThissell (1892 reconstruction)

St at ement of Significance(in one paragraph)

The Bowers School was desidgned i n1892 by local architect JoshmThissell. Thissell

enpl oyed a standard period schene for smal| scale schools, but elevated the Bowers School
above the normby enpl oying brick rather tdan wood as a contruction material. Addition-
ally, the Bowers School was used as a nodel for stibsequent txi mof the century schoolsi n
Clinton. Mst itiportantly, the Bowers School reflects the rapid growh of industry

and popiilation in19th century Clinton, Btiilt onthe site of oneof Clinton's five
md-19th centucy schools (none of which sxjrvive), this onedirectly reflects tiie comunity's

VB Reidgend oSyl SPrnt - BV IR oS bGP LT oS ATk b A, B 11 1S
at 1 onal™ Regi ster “of Historit Places. A - o N J-o-
The Bowers School is |ocatedinana®ea”-"ch was originally part of Lancaster, |ater

part of Millville andClintonville, andeventually incorporatedas Clintonin 1850. During
the early part of the nineteenth century, Clintonville, vhichwas situated onamil|

stream began to develop its ownidentity as industries prospered. By 1800 Clintonville
contained two districts of the Lancaster School Cormttee. The cainunity continuedt o
?row outstripping Lancaster, and by 1850 the newy incorporated tow of Clinton boasted
ive schools \ihich were turned over to the newtown by Lancaster.

The Bowers School originated i n 1847 onland donated to' the'town by Sdney Karris, a

descendant of the area's first wM e settltsrsi ' ihe school kirioh as' the' KarrisHill School;
was built to house students during the 1847-48 acadenac year. At this time the school
comm ttee enbarked on a bol d neweducational policy: tiiis primry school adopted a

graded three tier systemand nandatory examnation. Such a cxjrriculumwas a newidea i n
the educational field aswell as aradical concept for ttie factory workers TAIGC children
attended the school and vAo viewed education as having nuch | ess inportance than earning
aliving. Athoxjghrecords fromthe era indicate ahigh degree of popul ar resentment
towards this early exanple of dgovernmant intnosioninto people's daily lives, the system
| ater becane the nmodel tol | owed by other school districts inthe area.

The town's industrial base and popxal ation expanded rapidly during the |ate nineteenth
century so that by 1892 el even school biaildings had been erected. The Bowers School
underwent a few renovations during this period: it was paintedin 1868, i n 1879 a newcoal
stove repl aced wood stoves; i n 1885 a newout house was added.

By 1892 the popial ation of the district hadoutgrown the school, sothe Bowers School
was extensivelyrebuilt to accormodate the e2g)anding popul ation. Theresulting bxiilding,
desi ?ned by Joshua Thissel |, was lauded for providi ngahealthy atnosphere and becane a
mﬁde for other schools built inthis period. 1n 1892 the School Ccranittee contented
that:

"Not one of the school buildings of the Town i s so well arranged

with respect to that very inﬁortant requiranents, light, as i s

this. e plan of placing the school-roons onthe south side...

I's i naccordance with the best principles..."



9. Major Bibliographical References

Reports of the School Comiittee, Lancaster, 1842-1880.
Lancaster School Committee Records, 1844-1867.
Ford. Andrew Z., History of the Origin of Clinton, MA, 1653-1865, W.J. Coulter Press,

Clinton, MA.
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property i 5
Quadrangle name Clinton, M~? Quadrangle scale 1:25000
UTM References

A9 12180 1180 I 4]1619]9]5]18]0] L J L L J L
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing -
c 4 °LJ  LLJL. NEREE
I—L I—L +J L L
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Beginning at a stake on the south side of said road, tiie northsvest comer of the lot,
about 54 feet northwesterly frcm a .white ok tree on said lot, and running thence

S. 82045 E. 132 feet to a comer: thence s. I\p -165 feet to a comer; thence
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state NTA code county code

state N/A code county oode
-r
11. Form Prepared By

Virginia A. Fitch , Preservation Planner "
"ntgMNMan AL- Ulivery . Preservation Assistant, and Mr. Gerald Hardy.

organizdion iMassachusetts Historical Golmggm date  _August-H83L_
dregt & numba 294 Washington Street telephone 727-8470
aty or toawn Boston dae Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature AN -Ce<»
state Historic Preservation Officer
tite Massachusetts Historical Coram.sson (0% (5]

For NPS use only
hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Entered In the
Nat i onal Begi ster

date

iper of the National Register'

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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The architect responsible for the 1892 renovations, Joshua Thissell (1823- ?), moved
to Clintonville from Lowell, Massachusetts in 1847, after studying engineering with a
Mr. Bennett of LxDwel. Hewas responsible for the majority of the civil engineering

done in Clinton for a period of several years after that. Also an architect, he drew
plans for may of the buildings vid&L were erected in the town during the latter half
of the nineteenth century. In 1858 he becane a justice of the peace. Little else is
known about his life.

The school was eventually named for Rev. CM. Bowers, who served as author, newspaper
editor, educator, long-term school coranittee member, advocate of a system similar to the
modem Kindergarten, and minister of First Baptist Church for 50 years.
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Parkhurst, W.E. ed., Clinton Historical Society Papers, Vol, 1 (1900), W,J, CaiilLter
Press, Clinton.

Clinton Courant, W.J., Coulter Press, Clinton.

Annua Town Reports of the Town of Clinton, W.J. Cotolter Press, Clinton, 1850-1893.
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N. 82° 45 w., 132 feet to a comer; and thence N. P4 w,, 165 feet to the place of
beginning.

Containing half an acre of land by survey of J. Thissell, October, 1847, the original
lot set aside for the school.

See also enclosed Assessor's Mgp of the Tom. of Clinton.
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Working No.,
Fed. Reg. Date: JANG- A
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Lifln:

CH resubmission ii>t20liad Eefleter ~ RE/URN

e nomination by person or local government REJEOT

e owner objection Federal Agency:

CH appeal

Substantive Review: e sample e request * appeal * NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves °* no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered e original site
im good I Iruins altered moved date.
. fair n unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

e clarity
e alterations/integrity
| | dates

| Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

completeness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

» relating significance to the resource
CH context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
» justification of exception

» other

* 5 S5

]

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13, Other

O Maps
O Photographs
» other

Questions concerning this nomination may tie directed to.

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet















