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The building and site are owned by the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railway Company, The company still utilizes the structure as a 
freight office with a one man staff , but there are plans to close the 
office in the near future. In such instances, according to company 
officials, it is customary to demolish the building to preclude cost 
of maintenance.

The architecture is the type designed for the ̂ semi-humid coastal 
plain for the southeastern portion of Oklahoma's entirely different 
from the average semi-arid climate for the rest of the State.' An 
outstanding feature is wide over-hangs which extend eight feet from 
the exterior brick walls. Modillions undergird these overhanging 
eaves. The roof is covered witte^lay.-tile with- eyelid dormers > on ̂  ; 
the north and south faces. These features have been plastered over 
because ;of windowi-breakage id.n the past. The building has dimensions 
of twenty-four feet by one hundred and two feet.

The structure is sound despite the fact that it has received little 
or no maintenance in recent years. Extensive interior renovation 
will be necessary to make the building fully useable.

The railway station is to be the focal point of the commercial 
historic district in the older part of downtown Idabel. The placement 
of this structure on the National Register of Historic Places will 
aid in this process.

The"building stands"today essentially as it was constructed sixty- 
seven years ago. There have been no significant alterations and no 
additions during its existence.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Frisco Railway Station in Idabel was constructed in early 1912, at 
a cost, of-41,0/000 fox t^he, St.. LOTAIS jan^d SanrFrancisco Railway Company 
by E. M. Vanderslip and Company of Oklahoma City. This brick structure 
replaced a smaller frame building that had served the town from, ;1902, 
when thia w<as. still >a part of rbhe Ghootaw liatiioit. -a, :.-ri r _ . v j-

For almost forty years the staio:n:was>.:al centesT-roil commeanciali'-anxi. '.),;:> 
social activity in the town. Four passenger trains daily served 
the area in addition to the heavy freight schedule. During the first 
decades of the twentieth century, the line was the only common carrier 
serving Idabel, making the Frisco Station is major entrance into and 
from the town.

The railroad was critical to the growth of the town, so much so that 
the name Idabel came from the daughters of a railroad official of the 
period. The two girls were Ida and Belle Purnell. This important 
community landmark remains a part of the identity of the town'.

The McCurtain County Historical Society, as a part of their historic 
survey effort, nominated the Frisco Station. Their motivation is 
to preserve this historic structure which is in immident danger of 
being razed. In their statement, they noted: "If it is destroyed, 
an important part of the heritage of Idabel and McCurtain County will 
be irrevocably lost."
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