


7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importaQce of this area.

Norfolk Street i ssignificant for itsconcentration of Geek Revival
Cottages and later multi-familystructures that characterize theincreasing
intensity of development 1 nnineteenth century Cambridgeport. Laid out i n
the 184-G as a spacious suburban street near t he Cambridgeport meetinghouse,
Norfolk Street was soon |ined with a mxture of double and single Greek
Revival houses of moderate size. Early construction was on land formerly
held by t he Canbridge al mshouse, which had burned i n1836, |eaving |arge
parcels of land t o be built upon after theend of theCivil War. I n the
1890s, when Canbridgeport began t o experience a shortage of desirable
building sites, Norfolk Street again attracted thespeculative builders
of three- and four-deckers; thenost notable of these arethefour-story
"hotels," or flats which are unique t o Canbridge. No devel opment occurred
after 1919, when t helast building sites were filledin.

The concentration of fifteen Greek Revival houses on t hewest side
of Norfolk Street | sremarkable for itsorganization around three cul-de-
sacs, each of which i sflanked by porticoed Greek Revival cottages. This
pattern of development i snot repeated elsewhere i nthecity. Even sub-
stantial remodelling of three of thecottages has not undone the effective-
ness of these groupings. Only one cottage (79 Norfolk Street) has escaped
extensive alteration, and i sa splendid exanple of what t he group once was.

1. 1-2 Norfolk Terrace (1839) .- ;
Greek Revival double house with paired center entrances.

2.  Robert Fuller House, 79 Norfolk Street (18i|3), Zenas Crowell,

Nunber 79 Norfolk Street was built i n1843 by a local housewright,
Zenas Crowel |. | tistheonly survivor of a group of six similar
G eek Revival cottages still i nitsoriginal condition. Other houses
in thegipoup ar e Nunber 69 (1843), Nunber 75-77 (1844), Nunber 87
(1843), Nunber 89 (1840), and Nunber 97 (1840). Each was constructed

by a'"Miifferent carpenter. Nunber 79 i st heonly one t ohave escaped
extensive alteration, and serves as a rem nder of how t he group once
appeared.

Bi bl i ography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.
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Robert Fuller House - cont M. :

The house stands on a raised foundation and has a one-story lonic
porch with an overhanging gable. A pair of large gabled dormersi s
located ont hescuth slope of the roof. The facade wi ndows are triple-
hung 6/6/6 with divided shutters. Other noteworthy Geek Revival features
are the wide corner pilasters and ssetted wi ndow and door frames on
the interior and exterior.

3. 69 Norfolk Street C3N843)
Greek Revival house, greatly altered.
4, 87 Norfolk Street C1843)

Greek Revival Cottage with, full-width lonic portico.
5. 65-67 Norfolk Street (1844)

Pilastered Greek Revival side-hall house.

6. 71-73 Norfolk Street (1844)

Pilastered Greek Revival double house with side wings anda
full-width Doric portico.

1. 75-77 Norfolk Street (1844)
G eek Revival Cottage with full-width portico.
8. 1-2 Norfolk Place (1844-45)

_ Simlar to71-7 3 Norfolk Street. Double Geek Revival house with
side wings.

9. 3 Norfolk Place (1846)
Small pilastered Greek Revival house one room deep.
10. John Pollard House (1859), architect -unknown, 68-72 Norfolk Street

This house i stheonly Italianate rowhouse i n Cambridgeport,
and one of fewexistingi ntheCity. The promnent Italianate feature of
this design i st heenormously projecting roof carried around al | four
sides of the block. I'ts brownstone lintels, recessed entrance
vestibules and pressed brick exterior walls rising toa small dentil
course under t heeaves recall features of the preceding G eek Revival style.
Number 58-72 Norfolk Street i sgraced by a generous setback, and anple
front gardens.

Staple to Inventory form at bottOrn



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Form No.

MASSACHUZETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON Cambridgeport "PT 1.6
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Page 3 - Property Name Norfolk St. N.R.D.

Indicate each itemon inventory foimwhidi is being continued bel ow
11. 51 Norfolk Street (c. 1885)
Queen Anne doiible four-decker .

12. 59 Norfolk Street (1886), J.H. Ferrick, architect

Ri chardsoni an Romanesque brick apartment block with brownstone
sills andlintels and a corbelled cornice.

13. Early Apartment House Prototypes

"Hotel Norfolk" (1886), 30 Norfolk Street, Janes Fogerty, architect
"Hotel Franklin" (1886), 90 Norfolk Street
"Hotel" Eliot" (c. 1885), 66 Austin Street
"Hotel Austin" (1885), 70 Austin Street

[N

The buildings at 30 and 90 Norfolk Street and 66 and 70 Austin Street
are important as representative exanples of single and double four-deckers,
early forerunners of Cambridgeport apartment houses. They arepretentious
Queen Anne style buildings, elaborately ornamented and given high-sounding
names. "Hotel So-and-So" was a particularly coiranon nane for four-deckers,
reflecting t hecontemporary ATnerican interest i nthe fashion of "French
flats" (whiich were called "hotels" but were nore anal ogous t o present-
day apartment houses than t otransient hotels.)

The Hotel Norfolk i sthe work of James Fogerty, who, with his son
George, was a prolific Cambridge designer of that time. The architect of
the other three buildings cannot be ascertained, but may be assuned t o be
Janes Fogerty as well, because of the identical form anddetail of al/l
four structures.

90 Norfolk Street and 70 Austin Street ar edouble four-deckers; each
with a single center entrance onthe street facade and a single stairway
giving access tothetwo flats per floor.

30 Norfolk Street and 66 Austin Street aresingle four-deckers with
entrances offset and one flat per floor.

The Norfolk Street National Register District i1 scomprised
of properties along Norfolk Street between Suffolk andAustin Streets
(see Canbridge Comrunity Development P. D Quad Map 3). Boundari es

were selected toinclude properties which contribute tothe street's
nineteenth century appearance.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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