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The Chicago and Northwestern Railway depot in Brookings is a pattern- 
book style building with some classical features. The exterior has brick 
walls, a cut-stone foundation and slate shingles. Three roofs cover the 
building. The middle section has a hip roof with a medium gable dormer 
extending to the north and south. The gable ends are covered by parapets, 
Extending to the east and west of the hip roof are medium gable roofs cov­ 
ering a garage on the west end and the waiting room on the east end. 
Stucco and strapwork appear in the gable ends.

Doors to either side of the parapet on the south facade are double 
leaf with single panels of glass. Cut stone Doric columns and quoins 
decorate each entrance. Doors to the baggage and express rooms are dia­ 
gonal wood doors.

Windows on the 1-1/2 story depot are rectangular, double hung and 
have cut stone lugsills. Openings appear singlely or in sets of two or 
three. Upper story windows in the parapets appear in pairs of small rec­ 
tangular openings surrounded by quoins. The parapets' three first floor 
windows are surrounded by cut stone quoins and mull ions.

A plastic garage door is the only modern alteration visible on the 
depot's exterior, which is in fair condition. Some shingles need to be 
replaced, and other general upkeep needs to be done on the depot.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Brooking's Chicago and Northwestern Railway depot is an example of 
the small brick depots built in South Dakota around the turn of the cen­ 
tury. Its design was a variation of those found in pattern books compiled 
by the major railroads.

The depot is a sound structure, which still serves Brookings and the 
Chicago and Northwestern Railway as a fright office. The Dakota Central 
branch of the C.& N.W. first entered Brookings in 1879. After a short 
time, a station was opened. Early Chicago and Northwestern Railway pres­ 
ident, Marvin Hughitt "after a personal inspection of the Dakota prairies 
concluded that it was good business to extend railroads across them as an 
inducement to settlement."1 The C.& N.W. fostered growth in Brookings. 
The depot was a center for transportation activities in Brookings from 
its construction until the present.

IDoane Robinson, South Dakota (Chicago: 
Society, 1930), Vol. 1, p.384.

The American Historical
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AMENDMENT TO NOMINATION: CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

1. Chicago and Northwestern Railroad Depot. NRIS Reference No. 76001716

2. Since the route of US Highway 81 near the City of Brookings has 
been changed to a road bed it now shares with Interstate 29, it is 
desirable to change the designated address/location of this listed 
property. A more accurate address/location is as follows:

Main Street
Brookings
First Congr. District
Brookings County Code: Oil
South Dakota Code: 046

All other items of the original nomination should remain unchanged.

11. FORM PREPARED BY:

John E. Rau, National Register Coordinator 
South Dakota State Historical Preservation Center 
P. 0. Box 417, Vermillion, SD, 57069 
phone: 605-677-5314.

May 29, 1987.
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National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (PL 89-665), I hereby 
nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and 
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National Park Service.
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