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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bowieville is located on the east side of Church Road, one and
one-tenth miles south of the intersection of Church Road and
Maryland Route 214,

Bowieville is a large, brick, Federal house finished with a
coat of yellow stucco. It stands on a high basement situated
on the crest of a hill with a panoramic view of the surroundlng
rolling countryside.

In the projecting center bay of the south elevation, a set of
stone steps ascends to the main entrance. The entrance, set
back from the surface of the facade, has a large wood entabla-
ture with reeded columns. The entrance door is flanked by
fluted pilasters, sidelights and an elliptical leaded-in glass
fanlight. On the second story of the south elevation is a tri-
part window, and in the pediment is a tri-part semicircular
"lunette" window, the bottom of which is level with the broken
cornice and the lower edge of the pediment. These two windows,
one above the other, are connected by a panel, the surface of
which is decorated by an elliptical, raised medallion.

Flanking the central bay on each story of the facade is a pair
of windows, each of which has louvered shutters. Each of the
windows, except the "three over three" ones in the basement,
has a six over six sash.

center deck. On the two ends of the dwelling are massive,
broad, brick chimneys, shallow in depth. On the east side is
a two-story, three-bay long wing with a roof cantllevered over
the first-story porch. On the north side of the four-bay long
main house runs a partially elliptical one-story porch. The
two central bays on the porch have "gib" doors beneath the
hung-sash windows. This window treatment is also used on "Wye
House" in Talbot County, Maryland.

The floor plan of the house is comprised of a central square
hall flanked by a small room on the west and a stair hall on
the east. Two large parlors are located to the north of the
hall. The east wing contains the dining room and kitchen.

In all the principal rooms the window trim and door trim is
bold. The windows have recessed, paneled shutters. The main
hall and the parlors have plaster medallions in the center of
their ceilings. A wide, double, sliding door connects the two
parlors. The semi-elliptical interior fanlight and the trim
around this door match the entrance. The two parlors have
identical black marble mantels with round columns, reminiscent
of those at Rose Hill in Cecil County, Maryland.

[see continuation sheet]
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The architecture of Bowieville exemplifies the application and
philosophy of the Federal-style in a large imposing house built
by an affluent Marylander.

Bowieville probably dates from the peaceful period in American
history after the War of 1812, under the presidency of James
Monroe. The builder was Ma;waackall Bowie Wootton Bowie, the
daughter of Maryland's war hawk, Governor Robert Bowie. Up
until the time of her father's death in 1818, she lived at Es-
sington, the home of her first husband, Turner Wootton. Mary
Bowie moved to a large tract of land, part of which she had
inherited from her father, Robert Bowie, and part of which she
had received from her son, William Wootton. Mary Bowie built
the imposing Federal house for her family of nine children.
The plaster work, the elaborate architectural details, the
marble mantels, and the impressive scale of the house indicate
the financial and social position and architectural taste of
the Maryland widow.

Mary Bowie died unexpectedly in 1825. From her death until
the early 1840's, when William J. Berry bought Bowieville, the
property was involved in complicated legal action.

Bowieville remained the property of Berry descendants into the
twentieth century. Prince George's countians remember the
elaborate balls and debuts that took place there during the
Berry family tenure.

The Bowieville farm did not stay clear of financial difficul-
ties, for during the depression it w ' ‘gb@{a?e§ under Roose-
velt's Emergency Farm Mortgage Act«' %; '*//\
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Richmond: Garrett and Massie, 1947. Facing 648, 697-8

Earle, Swepson. The Chesapeake Bay Country. 4th ed. Balti-
more: Thomsen-Ellis, 1934.

Federal Direct Tax of 1798. Prince George's County. Hall of
Records, Annapolis, Maryland.
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STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

NAMé AND TITLE:
Michael Bourne, Field Surveyor, and Nancy Miller, Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust July 18, 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

2525 Riva Road

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE\

Annapolis Maryland 21401
I : AT RE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been - )
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set \/I/ //ﬂ
AN 4 dap s

h by th ti 1 Park Service. Th ended
forth by the National Park Service © recommende Chief, Office of Archeology and Histogfc Preservation

It/ >,

level of significance of this nomination is:

National ([T} State K] Local [}

Name @A/Oa/w@o }QACOM 'J o

Orlando Ridout IV ATTEST:
Title State Liaison Officer for

Maryland Keeper of The National Regis
Date July 26, 1972 Date P ¢ / 4 ? 3

GP O 901.087

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE ProperTY | O DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LLESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Second :
w | 38 537 18, | 78 . 45, 31, o : A S
NE 380 53. 15. [ 76 o 45. 11.
SE 38° 52' 59" 76 ° 45' 11"
W 38e 52+ 59-176 o 45- 31-
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 64 acres
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued

Baltimore."

tention on the landscaping.

The basement, which runs beneath the entire structure, has one
room which contains a fireplace for cooking and a cast iron
baking oven bearing the inscription: "John Bowie, Patented,

Although at present (1971) the grounds are not maintained with
care, one can see that previous owners have lavished much at-
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