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Town Southbridge 

Address 79 Elm Street 

Historic Name Samuel C. Hartwell House 

Use: Present o f f i c e s - Catholic Church 

Original r e s iden t i a l ' 

DESCRIPTION 

Date CO-1870-1878 

Source vi s u a l analysis/maps 

Style Queen Anne 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric ^̂ ^̂ ^̂   

Outbuildings m)K/^-

Major Alterations (with dates) "Q̂ e 

Condition Excellent 

Moved flD Date 

Acreage |g$5 T^OP CTU aCit j 

Setting res ident ia l /commercial /c ivic area 

) :-f-

UTM REFERENCE \Sf 7AS Z^O/AGGI 900  

USGS QUADRANGLE S^lftbTfCige .HO^^ A&OV) 

SCALE 

Recorded by E. Woodford, S. Ceccacci 
ed. ST Ceccacci 

Organization ^̂ ^̂ ĥĥ Â̂ ^ Hi stori r^i r.n̂ -
missioi 

Date 
May 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Soinuel G. } i a r t u ; e i l House i e . s i g n i f iC-ai-jt f o r i t s a s s o c i ait i on w i t h 
t h e t o w n ' s m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y r e a l e s t a t e d e v e l o p m e n t a n d i t s 
s t y l i s h b r i c k Oueen Anne d e s i g n . I t n e e t s N a t i o n a l F i e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a 
A a n d C a t t h e l o c a l l e v / e l and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y oi- l o c a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l e , w c k m a n s h i p , d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , a n d a s s o c i a t i o n . The 
b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t>ie a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f 
c u r r e n t o w n e r s h i p . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. 
An early example of the Queen Anne s t y l e , this brick house i s unusual for Southbridge not only 
for i t s very early date but also f o r i t s extremely high quality of construction. At a time whe: 
the v e r t i c a l design of the Victorian Gothic style was ju s t beginning to be popular i n South-
bridge, the emphasis of thi s house i s d i s t i n c t l y horizontal i n the manner of the very new 
Queen Anne style.. Although i t does not bear the t y p i c a l shingled or slated upper storj' or the 
decorative terr a c o t t a panels commonly associated with the s t y l e , the asymmetrical heavy massing 
horizontal emphasis and picturesque r o o f l i n e broken by t u r r e t s , gables and heavy chimneys i s 
almost e n t i r e l y Queen Anne i n i n s p i r a t i o n . The as%'mmetrical massing of the house with i t s two 
turr e t s gives i t a picturesque silhouette. Decorative d e t a i l i n g includes contrasting stone 
coursing, glazed b r i c k segmental arched panels above the windows, a projecting porch with 
stickwork ornament and a patterned polychrome slate roof. The heavy Queen Anne style chimneys 
with ornamental brickwork also make an important contribution to the overall massive appearance 
of the house. I n i t s massiveness, masonry construction and imposing appearance, the Samuel 

H a r w e l l House i s r i ^ i l ^ T c o ^ ^ ^ y y ^ ^ f l Y ^ y y i ^ 7 ^ 7 1 ^ ^ " ^ ^ ' 
This s i m i l a r i t y makes i t a vi s u a l l y i n t e g r a l part of the c i v i c locax p 

-t HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or'state history'and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 
This house was b u i l t on the s i t e of an e a r l i e r house also occupied by Dr. Hartwell and his 
father before him. That house had been b u i l t i n 1818 by Major Calvin Ammidown and deeded to 
the Congregational Church (form #C-303) as "The M i n i s t e r i a l House". I t o r i g i n a l l y served as 
the parsonage and as the h a l l of worship u n t i l the meeting house was erected. 

Dr. Samuel Cyrus Hartwell (1820-1885) was a prominent physician and an active c i t i z e n of 
Southbridge. His father was Dr. Samuel Hartwell, also a physician. His mother was Lydia 
Ammidown, the daughter of Calvin Ammidown and the s i s t e r of Ebenezer D. Ammidown. In 1844 the 

• younger Dr. Hartwell married Ellen Maria Plimpton the daughter of Moses Plimpton and Edna Taylor 

Hartwell began his study of medicine with his father and l a t e r went on to study at a medical 
college i n Philadelphia, where he took his M.D. degree i n 1839. Returning to Southbridge, he 
joined his father's practice. He spent one year i n New York associated with an "eminent 
s p e c i a l i s t , Dr. Green." After returning home permanently, he " b u i l t up an extensive and 
luc r a t i v e patronage, and came to be recognized by the profession as a most s k i l l f u l and 
painstaking physician." During the C i v i l War as surgeon with the Union forces, he rose to 
the position of medical director of General Emery's d i v i s i o n . 

Dr. Hartwell was also involved i n c i v i c a f f a i r s . He served i n various l o c a l offices and was 
• for many years Town Moderator. He was also v i t a l i n the establishment of a public l i b r a r y for 
• the town. I n 1881 he was elected to the Massachusetts Senate. 

(See Continuation Sheet) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSA(2iUSETrS HISTORKLy. (ICM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

SOUTHBhiDGE MASS 

Comnunity: 

Southbridge 

Form No; 

c-304 

Property Nane • Samuel C. Hartwell Hou; e 
'79 Elm Street 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

The Hartwell House was b u i l t at a time of i n d u s t r i a l growth and expansion i n Southbridge 
which was causing houses to be b u i l t i n Centre Village, some distance from the Main Street 
core. Large houses of the town's leading citizens were being b u i l t on Hamilton Street and 
west of the center along Main Street. This house joined the 1830's Tiffany-Leonard House 
(form #C-301) on Elm Street and the ca. 1870 Sylvester Dresser House (form #C-308) on Summer 
Street to make thi s section around the Town Hall and Congregational Church another elegant 
neighborhood. Set back from the street and surrounded by spacious lawns, these houses and 
buildings made an imposing appearance. When i t was b u i l t and u n t i l a f t e r the turn of the 
century, the Hartwell house was the only house on the block between Park and Summer Streets. 
I t s lawn met the large lawn of the Dresser House on Summer Street, creating an almost park­
l i k e s e t t i ng for both houses. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott 
om 
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(tot) 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Southbridge MRA 
State Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTb 

Nomination/Type of Review 

31. Gleason, James, Cottage illaterta in i. 
Matiaoal Begister 

i f i î '̂ w I^^Keeper 

Date/Signature 

At tes t 

32. Globe Village Fire House 
Sr.tered la the 
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33. Glover Street Historic D i s t r i c t 
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38. Harrington, Theodore, House y^eeper,^S^;^<^--<^""t-c^*-^^ ^(>^i..^/j.f 
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count resource type 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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