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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Soinuel G. }iartu;eil House ie. signif iC-ai-jt for its associaition with
the town's mid-nineteenth century real estate development and its

stylish brick Oueen Anne design. It neets National Fiegister criteria
A and C at the local lev/el and retains integrity oi- location,
materiale, wckmanship, design, feeling, and association. The

boundaries indicated on t>ie attached assessors map are those of
current ownership.

ACHTEOURN. SGNH CGANE Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of

other buildings wthin the conmunity.

An early exanple of the Queen Anne style, this brick house i s unusual for Southbridge not only
for its very early date but also for i tsextremely high quality of construction. At a time whe:
the vertical design of the Victorian Gothic style was just beginning to bepopular in South-
bridge, the enmphasis of this house i s distinctly horizontal i n the manner of the very new
Queen Anne style.. Although i t does not bear the typical shingled or slated upper storj' or th
decorative terracotta panels conmonly associated with the style, the asymmetrical heavy massing
horizontal enphasis andpicturesque roofline broken by turrets, gables andheavy chimeys i s
al mst entirely Queen Anne i ninspiration. Theas%metrical massing of the house with itstwo
turrets gives i tapicturesque silhouette. Decorative detailing includes contrasting stone
coursing, glazed brick segmental arched panels above the wi ndows, a projecting porch with
stickwork ornament and a patterned polychrome slate roof. The heavy Queen Anne style chimeys
with ornamental brickwork also nake animportant contribution tothe overall massive appearance
of the house. | nits massiveness, masonry construction andinposing appearance, the Samuel
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4 HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Exg)lain the role owmnas played in local or'state higory'and how the
building relates to the of the comnunity.

This house was huilt onthe site of anearlier house also occupied by Dr. Hartwell andhis
father before him  That house hadbeen built in 1818 by Major Calvin Ammi down and deeded t o
the Congregational Church (form#C 303) as "The Ministerial House". | toriginally served as
the parsonage and as the hall of worship until the meeting house was erected.

Dr. Sanuel Cyrus Hartwell (1820-1885) was a prom nent physicianandanactive citizen of

Sout hbridge. Hi sfather was Dr. Sarmuel Hartwell, also aphysician. Hs nother was Lydia

Ami down, the daughter of Calvin Ammi down and the sister of Ebenezer D Amidown. |1 nl1l844 the
+ younger Dr. Hartwell married Ellen Maria Plimpton the daughter of Mbses Plinmpton and Edna Tayl or

Hartwel | began his study of medicine with his father andlater went ontostudy at a medical
college in Philadelphia, where hetook his MDD degree i n 1839. Returning t oSouthbridge, he
joined his father's practice. He spent oneyear in NewYork associated with an "em nent
specialist, Dr. Green." After returning honme permanently, he"built upanextensive and
lucrative patronage, and cane to berecognized by the professionas anost skillful and

pai nstaking physician." During the Civil WaAr as surgeon with the Union forces, heroseto
the position of medical director of General Enery's division.

Dr. Hartwell was also involved incivic affairs. He served i nvarious local offices and was
+ for many years Town Mdderator. Hewas also vital inthe establishment of apublic library for
« the town. | n1881 hewas elected t othe Massachusetts Senate.
(See Continuation Sheet)
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I ndi cate each item oninventory foi mwhich i s being continued bel ow
H STCR CAL SI GN FI CANCE (cont' d)

The Hartwell House was bhuilt at atime of industrial growth and expansion i n Southbridge

whi ch was causing houses to be built in Centre Village, some distance fromthe Main Street
core. Large houses of the town's leading citizens were being built onHamlton Street and
west of the center along Main Street. This house joined the1830's Tiffany-Leonard House
(form #G 301) on El mStreet and the ca. 1870 Syl vester Dresser House (form#C 308) on Sunmer
Street to make this section around the Town Hall and Congregational Church another el egant
nei ghborhood.  Set back from the street and surrounded by spacious |awns, these houses and
buildings nmade an inposing appearance. Wen it was built anduntil after the turn of the
century, the Hartwell house was the only house on the bl ock between Park and Surmer Streets.
[ts lawn met the large lawn of the Dresser House on Summer Street, creating an al nost park-
like setting for both houses.

Staple to Inventory form at bo“an
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