DEC 26 199
: RV NO.
OA

MISSACHUETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON 1848
8) BOYLSION STREET
BOSTOIl. VA 02116

FORV B - BUILDING

Tonn Worces ter
Address "N Vernon Stree-

Historic Name George Fontaine
Three-Decker

Phao (3'x3" or 3'x5', black ad

i*hite) Indicate address of U= Present residential

property an bak of phaoto. o _ _

Staple to left sde of for«. Original residential
DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1918
Source Worcester House Directory

StyleColonial Revival (Gambrel”®

Architect unknown Three-Decker

Sketch Mg Drav mp shomng property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Hall Fabricwood clapboard and
geographical features. Indicate all buildings snmaxe
bewemn inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings """

inter section(s).

Indicate north

Maor Alterations (with dates)none

See attached man,
Condition poor; significant
deterioration of some sheathing

Mo Date
Acege less than i/4 acre

Setting Early 20th century, urban,
multi-family, x-esidential street

UM REFERENCE 19/269290 /468051G Recorded by Michael Ste:

USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester South Organization for MHC

SCALE 1: 25,000 Date December 1985



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)
The George Fontaine Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,

setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. I ti ssignificant
for itsassociation with thedevelopment of t heVernon Street corridor as a
stylish single- and multi-famly residential district on thecrest of Vernon
Hill 1 nWbrcester's ethnic East Side. | ti salso a remarkably ornate and

wel | -detailed exanple of gambrel-roof three-decker design popular locallyi n
the early 20th century. The Fontaine Three-Decker thus meets criteria Aand
C of theNational Register of Historic Places on thelocal |level.'

I VZH TECTURY. S GNH CANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate inter«s o
other buildings within the conmunity.

Architecturally, 141 Vernon Street i san unusually ornate and finely-detailed
exanpl e of ganmbrei roof style three-decker design popular i nthesecond and
third decades of t he20th century. The house has thetypical side-hall plan
with side-wall jog. Q1 theasymmetrical main facade,- a three-tier porch

is integrated into a smaller gambrel portico that projects out fromt he
gambrel face on thethird story. The porch i ssupported by multiple Tuscan

colums on thefirst tier, Shingled piers on thesecond tier frame an open
central balustrade. On thethird tier there i sa semi-circular opening with
a central keystone. The gambrel apex has a semi-circular Iight witli Kkeystone

insets. Q1 themain facade, theporch i sflanked by a two-story bay w ndow
with unusual 25/ 1 sash. Long shed dormers arelocated on thethird story
gambrel roof. Side walls have triple windows V7ith unusual, small rectangul ar
and diamond pattern lights.

KISTORCL SAGNHCMNE Explain the role owers played inlocal or state history and hownth
bui [ ding relates to the devel opnent of the comunity.

Built ca. 1918, t heGeorge Fontaine Three-Decker was part of thecontinued
devel opment of fashionable multi-famly residences along theVernon Street
street:.raiiway. corridor on thecrest of Vernon Hill, i n Worcester's
ethnic East Side. The first owner of thehouse was George Fontaine, an
inspector, who lived here through 1930. The only tenant listed herei n

1918 was Mrs. Harry Harper. Tenants i n1920 included Israel Feingold, a
partner i nSaul H Feingold, dealers i n woolens and manufacturers of cloaks;
and Norman Nield, a machinist fortheNorton Conpany. | n 1930, tenants
.included Charles Gallagher, a timekeeper; M s. Catherine O Connor; and

John Flaherty, a mxer fortheNorton Conpany.

BIELIG fi APHY and/ or REFERENCES
Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1918, 1920, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of theCity of Wrcester, 1922.

J. Callahan et al., Wrcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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George Fontaine Three-Decker
141 Vernon St., Worcester
ML # 1848 A



Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305



