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DEC 2 6 1989  

FORM NO. 

1848 

Town Worces t e r 

Address '^'^^ Vernon St ree-

His to r i c Nawe George F o n t a i n e 

Three -Decke r 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original res i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca . 1918 

Source W o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t o r y 

S t y l e C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l (Gambrel^ 

Three -Decker 
Archi tect unknown 

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard and 

Outbuildings ""^^ 
snmaxe 

Major Alterations (with dates)none 

See a t t a c h e d man, 
Condition p o o r ; s i g n i f i c a n t 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f some s h e a t h i n g 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than i / 4 acre 

Sett ing E a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y , u r b a n , 

m u l t i - f a m i l y , x - e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t 

UTM REFERENCE 19/269290 /468051G 

USGS QUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r South 

Recorded by M i c h a e l Ste: 

Organization f o r .MHC 

SCALE 1 : 25 ,000 Date December 19 85 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The George Fontaine Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the development of the Vernon Street c o r r i d o r as a 
s t y l i s h s i n g l e - and m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t on the crest of Vernon 
H i l l i n Worcester's e t h n i c East Side. I t i s also a remarkably ornate and 
w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of gambrel-roof three-decker design popular l o c a l l y i n 
the e a r l y 20th century. The Fontaine Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and 
C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l level.' 

iWCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in ter«s of 
other buildings within the community. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 141 Vernon Street i s an unusually ornate and f i n e l y - d e t a i l e d 
example of gambrei roof s t y l e three-decker design popular i n the second and 
t h i r d decades of the 20th century. The house has the t y p i c a l s i d e - h a l l plan 
w i t h s i d e - w a l l j o g . On the asymmetrical main facade,- a t h r e e - t i e r porch 
i s i n t e g r a t e d i n t o a smaller gam.brel p o r t i c o t h a t p r o j e c t s out from the 
gambrel face on the t h i r d s t o r y . The porch i s supported by m u l t i p l e Tuscan 
columns on the f i r s t t i e r . Shingled p i e r s on the second t i e r frame an open 
c e n t r a l balustrade. On the t h i r d t i e r there i s a s e m i - c i r c u l a r opening w i t h 
a c e n t r a l keystone. The gambrel apex has a s e m i - c i r c u l a r l i g h t w i t l i keystone 
i n s e t s . On the main facade, the porch i s flanked by a two-story bay window 
w i t h unusual 25/1 sash. Long shed dormers are located on the t h i r d s t o r y 
gambrel r o o f . Side walls have t r i p l e windows V7ith unusual, small rectangular 
and diam.ond p a t t e r n l i g h t s . 

KISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the com»unity. 

B u i l t ca. 1918, the George Fontaine Three-Decker was pa r t of the continued 
development of fashionable m u l t i - f a m i l y residences along the Vernon Street 
street:.raiiway. c o r r i d o r on the crest of Vernon H i l l , i n Worcester's 
ethnic East Side. The f i r s t owner of the house was George Fontaine, an 
inspector, who l i v e d here through 19 30. The only tenant l i s t e d here i n 
1918 was Mrs. Harry Harper. Tenants i n 1920 included I s r a e l Feingold, a 
partner i n Saul H. Feingold, dealers i n woolens and manufacturers of cloaks; 
and Norman Ni e l d , a machinist f o r the Norton Company. I n 1930, tenants 

.included Charles Gallagher, a timekeeper; Mrs. Catherine O'Connor; and 
John Flaherty, a mixer f o r the Norton Company. 
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George Fontaine Three-Decker 
141 Vernon St., Worcester 
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