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Property Name Benjamin Coker

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Benjam n Coker House, despite several changes, and a relocationi n
1855, retains integrity of design, workmanship, and association |t
embodies, i nitsroof frame and second story ti e beam clear evidence of a

distinctive First Period plan type and construction methods, t o neet
Criterion C While thehouse i sundocunented before 1719 thestyle and

construction suggest a ca. 1700 date.
EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The house i sa five-bay, central chimey, projecting |obby entry, two
story house with a |arge two story el | added t o thenorthwest corner,
which partially projects south of thegable wall and its 1-story porch
Havi ng been noved, t hepresent central chimey and that along thefar wall
of theell areof 19t hcentury date. Behind and totherear of t he east
room a one story gabled el | has been added. The house began as a single
cell, two story house, |located at High and Federal Streets. | twas.
enlarged with a small parlor and chamber on t heopposite side ofthe
chimmey m themd-18th century; therear el | appears t o be of md-19th

century date.
MAJCOR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

The early core of this house i sthechimey bay and |eft-hand roons. This
side has rooms measuring 19 x 18.5', and roof framng that includes
mortises for collar beams, (nowgone,) i ntheprincipal rafters ofthe

principal and purlin system roof. I nthefirst story room the 12"-wi de
sunmer beam has been cut back, and t hechanfer and stops are mi ssing.
However, i nthe chanber above, thetiebeam i sdecorated with a 2"-w de

beveled chanfer termi nating i na |large lanmb's tongue stop. The posts i n
this room ar e exposed and flared, with simple beveled chanfers.

SI GNI FI CANT LATER FEATURES
The earliest second floor room was modernized i nthemd-18th century with

rai sed panels and fluted pilastters framng thefireplace opening. The
18t h-century addition also has Second Period paneling and boxed framing

menbers.

REFERENCES

"Anci ent House at 172 State Once at High and Federal," Newburyport Daily
News, May 9, 1963.
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