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Town NevhnrvpnT-r 

Address state street 

Historic Name ^^"3^'"^" Coker 

Use: Present rp -̂f Hpnr-;pi 

O r i g i n a l r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1700 

Source v i s u a l ana ly s i s 

Style F i r s t Period 

Architect n/A 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

O u t b u i l d i n g s ^ n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g sheds - 20th 

Kajor Alterations (with dates) êr 
half mid-18th c.; rear e l l 19th c. 

Condition recently rehabed - 1989 

Moved yes Date 1856 

i^^reace under 1 acre 

S e t t i n g urban setting among other 

commercial properties 

Recorded by J. Kyprianos 

Organization University 

Date A p r i l 19S6 



INVENTORY FORM CON'TTvriATTnw curr-r 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Canutnity: 

NEWBURYPORT 
Form No: 

k2 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Property Name: Benjamin Coker 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Benjamin Coker House, despite several changes, and a r e l o c a t i o n i n 
1855, r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of design, workmanship, and a s s o c i a t i o n I t 
embodies, i n i t s roof frame and second s t o r y t i e beam, c l e a r evidence of a 
d i s t i n c t i v e F i r s t Period plan type and c o n s t r u c t i o n methods, to meet 
C r i t e r i o n C. While the house i s undocumented before 1719 the s t y l e and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n suggest a ca. 1700 date. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The house i s a five-bay, c e n t r a l chimney, p r o j e c t i n g lobby e n t r y , two 
s t o r y house w i t h a large two s t o r y e l l added to the northwest corner, 
which p a r t i a l l y p r o j e c t s south of the gable w a l l and i t s 1-story porch 
Having been moved, the present c e n t r a l chimney and t h a t along the f a r w a l l 
of the e l l are of 19th century date. Behind and to the rear of the east 
room a one s t o r y gabled e l l has been added. The house began as a s i n g l e 
c e l l , two s t o r y house, located at High and Federal S t r e e t s . I t was. 
enlarged w i t h a small p a r l o r and chamber on the opposite side of the 
chimney m the m i d - l 8 t h century; the rear e l l appears t o be of mid-19th 
century date. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The e a r l y core of t h i s house i s the chimney bay and l e f t - h a n d rooms. This 
side has rooms measuring 19 x 18.5', and roof framing t h a t includes 
mortises f o r c o l l a r beams, (now gone,) i n the p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s of the 
p r i n c i p a l and p u r l i n system r o o f . I n the f i r s t s t o r y room, the 12"-wide 
summer beam has been cut back, and the chamfer and stops are missing. 
However, i n the chamber above, the t i e beam i s decorated w i t h a 2"-wide 
beveled chamfer t e r m i n a t i n g i n a larg e lamb's tongue stop. The posts i n 
t h i s room are exposed and f l a r e d , w i t h simple beveled chamfers. 

SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES 

The e a r l i e s t second f l o o r room was modernized i n the mid-18th century w i t h 
ra i s e d panels and f l u t e d p i l a s ^ t e r s framing the f i r e p l a c e opening. The 
18th-century a d d i t i o n a l s o has Second Period paneling and boxed framing 
members. 

REFERENCES 

"Ancient House at 172 State Once at High and Federal," Newburyport Daily 
News, May 9, 1963. 

Staple to Inventory fnrn. ^-^^tnm 
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