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A small, one-story, frame, clapboarded structure built in 1884, the 
Fox Lake Railroad Depot is typical of small wood depots built in Wisconsin, 
but it displays more decorative detail than most and is in a better state 
of preservation. Its plan is usual, with a small gable-roofed wing 
projecting from the simple gable-roofed main section. The wide eaves of 
the roof are supported by decorative bargeboards resembling a king post 
truss and by carved wooden brackets, some of which end in pendant bells. 
Windows are capped with window hoods.

The building was remodeled in 1919 when rail service in the community 
was at its peak. It was probably at this time that the company added 
the bungalow style porte cochere which features Tuscan columns supporting 
exposed double beams under its flat roof. The interior includes an office, 
waiting room, restroom facilities, and a storage area. The depot is 
currently undergoing conversion to museum use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fox Lake Depot is significant for its role in transportation, which in 
turn is responsible for expansion of commerce and industry in the village.

Though Fox Lake is the oldest settlement in Dodge County, the railroad did 
not serve the village until 1884. In that year, the Chicago, Milwaukee, and 
St. Paul Railroad commissioned track to be laid into the town, "...and a 
depot built, to which trains run and then turning a loop, return to the main 
track and continue on their way." It had not been situated on the main line 
in the 1850 f s because of disagreements among the citizens of the community 
about the location of the depot.

"During the period from 1900 to 1920, rail service was at its peak. Freight 
service played an important role for the local stockyards and grain elevators, 
and when the Fox Lake Canning Company was started in 1908, its entire output, 
except what was used for local consumption, was shipped by rail. All supplies 
for the town's businesses came by freight, and two dray lines were kept busy 
delivering goods."

Passenger service was important, too. Late Saturday evening trains brought 
crowds of resorters that meant a bonanza to the local hotels and bus and 
boat lines. Special trains made trips to the Wisconsin Dells, and cars were 
added to accommodate crowds for special events such as county fairs, circuses, 
the state fair, and baseball games throughout the area in which the local 
team played.

The depot was a hub of activity. To allow space for the bustling traffic, the 
depot was remodeled at the end of World War I, and the freight storage and 
hauling facilities were modernized and enlarged. But this heyday was not long- 
lived. All of society was slowly but definitely changing to adapt industry 
transportation needs to the ever-increasing use of trucks for shipping. Regular 
passenger service ended in the early 1950*s, although for a time a "mixed train" 
provided passenger facilities in the caboose to Portage or Beaver Dam. Some 
materials continued to be brought in by railroad for the canning factory. The 
station was finally closed on January 2, 1970.

Civic organizations in Fox Lake have undertaken a restoration project to develop 
the city-owned depot site to appropriate adaptive use as a museum, information 
center, and picnic and playground area. Again becoming a focus of village 
activity, the Fox Lake Depot will be a reminder of an era past as well as con­ 
tinuing to serve the community in the future.
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