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COMMON:

Old Vanderbuirglx County Courthouse
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Same as above
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STREET AND NUMBER:

WhnTer City SEncfc 'brmnrfed by Vino, ^th-
CITY OR TOWN: ' ' '

Evan<rtr! 11 &
STA TE CODE COUNTY:

InrH ana T7
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CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
(Check One)

O District gj] Building 51 Public* Public Acquisition: 

n Site Q Structure D Private Q ln Process 

(~~[ Object CH Both [~~| Being Considerec

* Leased ";o
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Xppropt^th

1 1 Agricultural I I Government I I Park 

Q Commercial d Industrial fj Private Residence 

O Educational EH Military Q Religious 

I | Entertainment 1 1 Museum | | Scientific
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Coiii^ ^^^^§t^ts
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\AJ / / 1 / \ \.^^-^_L_£i-~^'^ CODE

Vanderburgh "L&T

CTATIIC ACCESSIBLE 
STATUS TO THE PUBLIC

[3 Occupied Yes:
i — i ii .1 CSt Restricted | _ 1 Unoccupied ^*
,_, _ . I""] Unrestricted 
(_] Preservation work

in progress ' — '

[~l Transportation 1 1 Comments

g Other (Sperity)

. .............

OWNER'S NAME:

Vanderburgh County Commissioners
STREET AND NUMBER:

City-County Building, 8th and Main Streets
CITY OR TOWN: STA"

Evans vi lie I
i^^^^^ttii^^^MiM^iilllil^lllllll^^^^

re: CODE.

ndiana 13
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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Same as above
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STA"

Tl TLE OF SURVEY:

NO known existing survey

re CODE

13
:j:;:;!;:|:i:;:;:^

\

DATE OF SURVEY.- | | Federal Q State Q County f~) Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STAT E: CODE 
>^

> 
>

\

in

!
/*

K ^
i o

<̂*
c.

<
^ 

N
0

«̂

o
O

^

i
UJ.N3 *

Y NUMBER

DATE |

Tj
O
70

Z-a 
c/>
c
in
m
O
zr~ 
-<



CONDITION
§g Excellent D Good Q Fair

(Check One) 

1 Deteriorated

(Check One) 

G Altered [jj£ Unaltered

PI Ruins l~1 Unexposed

D Moved

(Check One) 

§3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Old Vanderburgh County Courthouse is a^aTpjjue style build 
ing of Indiana limestone* Since it was sand-blasted and poin­ 
ted about eig&l; years "ago, it is in excellent condition, par­ 
ticularly the exterior* The interior has been well but not 
beautifully maintained and would require some repairs to plas­ 
ter ceilings and refihishihg of woodwork and walls. It was, 
however,, usedjintil May, 1969 as the seat of County Government 
and is in quite:™EaM tame condition*

Designed by Hgnry^Woiterg of Louisville, Kentucky, the Court­ 
house is sfe^ffi^Jf "Sal anc e d in the classic sense. Thsnain

reeCati'gialiar structure with abuildingjLS; a _,
proJJ^:^^ of the long sides, with a 
soaring dome erected on the roof at the 5xos sing point of the 
pav^U^ri^^d^tti^axis^of the jnafn building. The decoration is 
in symetricrally^organized "pattern's of high complexity, rusti­ 
cated stones- alternating with smooth ones. At the third story 
level _are cartouche., type- windows_sur rounded by elaBorlffce™ scroll 
de"sT^sT^ Al^n^jthe cornice-line a marble balustrade railing 
encircles the entire building, interrupted only by segmental 
pediments placed one at each end of the main building and cap­ 
ped by over-life sized statuary by Franz Engelsmann, a pupil 
Augustus 3t.^Jau4£&s« F°ur bulging bays located near the cor- 
liers of the structure are topped by hemispherical domes which 
emphasize "tEe sy metrical balance and call attention to the 
doorways, which are approached by long, imposing stairs.

The interior of the building is paved with marble in the princi­ 
pal hallways and the walls of the main and second floors are 
1-Lnjgd with Tennessee marble panels* Elaborate ironwork guard 
rails are a feature: of the Rotunda on each floor and the- stair 
rails are of wrought iron as well* The central dome of the 
Rotunda rises to a coffered, rounded ceiling visible from below 
from all three floors. The Rotunda has on each floor niches 
and lunettes which it has been proposed that local artists 
treat with sculptures and murals* There are several large 
court rooms going through two floors, with handsome baroque 
plaster ceilings and wall decorations. The original judge's 
benches, jury boxes and railings of carved walnut are still 
in place. The interior construction of the upper portion of the 
dome rising above the clock mechanism is a masterpiece of the 
bricklayer s art, with bricks baked to order, rounded to fit 
into the curved surfaces of the dome. The brickwork is support­ 
ed by a spider-web- like framework of bent iron bars. The sub- 
basement and foundations are extremely massive, with limestone 
chunks ^ x 5 feet square, still showing drill marks where they 
were blasted out of the quarry. A tunnel leads under ^th Street 
to the County Jail across the street and also conducts the 
heating pipes from the power plant behind the Jail building.
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PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate)

n Pre-Columbian! Q 16th Century 

n 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Known) P tlPrl 1

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) —>- 

Aboriginal Q Education a Political

n Engineering Q Religion/Phi. 

[ | Industry 

I | Invention 

I| Landscape

Architecture 

| | Literature 

Q Military 

PI Music

I I Prehistoric

[3 Historic

[ 1 Agriculture

QJ Architecture

D Art

[ | Commerce

| | Communications

| | Conservation

II Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify)

losophy

|| Science

fir) Sculpture

| | Social/Human­ 

itarian

Q Theater

I | Transportation

I- 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Vanderburgh County Courthouse served for 78 years as 
the sgaJ^of County Government for Evansville and VafideflDurgh 
County. It cannot boas-t of any great historical decision 
like the Dred Scott case or of any specific memorable event* 
Many candidates for State and National office appeared on its 
steps to address the public, including many Presidential 
candidates, both successful and unsuccessful*

Of some historic interest is the fact that the Courthouse 
occupies the site of the former turnaround basin of the 
Wabash and Erie Canal, completed in 1853 but having a brief 
life until only 1865 because of the overwhelming competition 
of the railroads, -which took all of the canal business. The 
disastrous failure of the canal project bankrupted the State 
of Indiana and caused it to adopt the very conservative 
fiscal policies -which persist to this day.

^ significance of this Courthouse for the State and 
Nation would be its grandeur as a masterpiece of architecture 
of its period - a remarkably pure and "uncluttered" example 
of the ostentatious "Neo-Baroque" style which our towns 
adopted in the post-Civil War Victorian period to express theii 
civic pride and image of success and prosperity,



"Architectural Heritage of Evansville" by Howard E. Wooden 
Published by the Evansville Museum of Arts and Sciences

"The Evansville Story" by Dr. James E. Morlock 1956 
Professor at the Universi-ty^gJ^p^^ 

EV an s vi%I^^^~^^y^K 
/3/^t <& \^

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 1 

———————— ———————————————————————— ——————————————————————— I
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW o , „ o

NE ° °

SE ° ° 
sw oi» o • »

LATITUDE AND LONG\^t)E COOR^^i^k^C-V " /J 
) DEFINING THE CENTER P^JfWT OF X^AiC^V^TY yO 
5 OF LESS TH ANN^E^K^ACRE^X'^ X s- >

LATITUDE \Vy/^aj^GI TUDJ^-\V-/

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees\Mailtds\Z§S9«6nds 
o i • o • »

37 58 25 87 33 59

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: O T £ AcTSS

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE

Indiana 13
STATE: CODE

None overlapping
STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY CODE

Vandp-r»b'nT*gh 163
COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Alexander L. Leich% President
ORGANIZATION DATE

Conrad Baker Foundation February 18,
STREET AND NUMBER: 19*70

Old Vanderburgh County Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN:

Evansvillefi8w^^Mi^pippii8i*iii^Mt^^»

\

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: V^. g\P\ 

National [7f\ State D/v Local y^BT

Name jW^ —— ' 'V \^^^

•J^L. <f TL| (w^
Date (/ *_} *""* / L/

STATE CODE

Indiana ^-770$ JbZ.

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preset^alJofT' 

Date SFP A <f/V»%Wl- r 4 Vj/Q
ATTEST:

Keeper of Thef National Register/^ 

Date ***iai * . ****
AUU I I! W/W
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D. ADDRESS 401 Court Strf>«+ E. TOWN/CITY Evansville F. QUAD SHEET Evansvi

^> "D 
""."»

f

G. SITE X STRUCTURE H. NHL X *R H*8* H*01 '• U™ n**""*** £&£$& t^W^f 4*1$] L

STATE OF INDIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

, INDIANA HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES INVENTORY
a —————————————————————————————————— r-r-, ————— r— , ——
3 1. HISTORIC NAME V <^*\4f r lourr^-O^v/ Coor4kom«. S rt PLAf
1 2. OWNERSHIP: PUBLIC J PRIVATE ' J ""•' »*»>*"

' / 
X>

. r" drt2T ^v

r ADDRESS 2X>I M.U;. Four-YW "VW-tet \A pj ""*-»

3. LOCATION NOTES J*'L ^- ^— — -^

*" 5 VlN6 6T
** 4. VISIBLE FROM PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY: X YES NO Z

* 5. USE PRESENT PAST 6. CATEGORY 8. ENDANGERED 
T Residential (slnfl.) D D DISTRICT X NO

Residential (mult.) DO X BUILDINGS) YES/BY WHAT
•* Commerce 8 D STRUCTURE

Industrial D D SITE
Aoriculture D D OBJECT

Organization D D 
Military D D 
Political D D 7. ACCESSIBLE 9. DATE 169K)
Unknown DO X YES/RESTRICTED 10. ARCHITECT/ BUILDER 
Vacant D O YES/UNRESTRICTED HeMRV WOLTERS
Other ^OOIZ.THOU^>6 D 81 NO UOUlSVlLLE. KY-'

11. PERIODS: ___ PREHISTORIC ___ 17TH/18TH CEN. ___ 1800-1860 JC_1881-1899 _ _ 1900-PRESf

12. AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Archeology-Prehistoric Conservation Law x Sculpture
Archeology-Historic Economics Literature Social/ Hurre
Agriculture Education Military Theater

fe i
^MCA i

-,^r — ' 1

>l

P

—————— 3

§

—————— g
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M
mitarian o

X Architecture Engineering Music Transportation p
Art Exploration/Settlement Philosophy Other (Specify) 5
Commerce Industry _X, Pol I tics/Government
Communications Invention Religion
Community Planning Landscape Architecture Science

13. STYLE 14. CONDITION 16. SITE INTEGRITY 
Federal EXCELLENT X ORIGINAL SITE
Greek Revival ^ GOOD MOVED DATE
Gothic Revival PAIR

R

Italianate DETERIORATED 17. OUTBUILDINGS/SECONDARY STRUCTURES
Second Empire RUINS X NO
Stick Style/Eastlake UNEXPOSED YES
Queen Anne
Romanesque Revival
Colonial Revival
Neo-Classlcal 15. ALTERATIONS 18- IN ESTABLISHED HISTORIC DISTRICT
Bungalow UNALTERED X NO
Vernacular ^^oy MINOR YES/NAME

X Other (Speciry)_^pj$ . _ _ j^MAJOR
I
§

19. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT (NATURAL AND MAN-MADE) OCUJPl&f} BNTIP-E BUO6K

PO\WMTo\MM. AL^O ON THE 5PUA£6 Atae THE r>LO r^jMTV .JAIL

touiseoM, LocKveKe BOSIMC^S <^ou-€;<*j^/ YM^A A*JO LouGx

ftllll-B.UA,

20. INFORMATION SOURCES TOWKlSHtP A^^e^SOe; eVANSV/IL-LC JOJJCNA.L H/2."?/ I ft«5O;

21. PREPARED BY N. L-OKl <i\ 22. DATE £>/&/7£>
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STATE OF INDIANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

INDIANA HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES INVENTORY

Additional Architectural Information

A. NAME QUO 60UNTV CQUgTHOOS£ c. NUMBER 

B. ADDRESS 4oi COURT

D. UTM References | , | | | , | , , | I , I , I

E. WINDOWS ON THE END PAVILLIONS ARE ARTICULATED AS RQUND ORNAMENTED
ILUNETTES (PAINTED OUT) THAT OPEN INTO THE TWO-STORY'COURTROOMS. 

. CAPITALS ON THE COLUMNS EMPLOY FLORAL MOTIFS, WHEREAS THOSE ON 
PILASTERS EXHIBIT FRUITS AND VEGETABLES, WITH NO TWO ALIKE,

ABOVE THIS is ANOTHER ENTABLATURE, WITH PLAIN FRIEZE AND DENTIL 
MOLDING, AND A BALUSTRADE, -FREE-STANDING SCULPTURES APPEAR ABOVE! 
THE SEGMENTALLY ARCHED SIDE ENTRANCES THAT CARRY THE GREAT SEAL OF 
THE STATE OF INDIANA, OVER-LIFE SIZED FIGURES ALSO GRACE THE VINE .. 
AND COURT STREET ENTRANCES, BENEATH AN EAGLE AND FLANKING A BAS-RELIEF>• 
PANEL, SCULPTURE WAS DONE ON THE SITE BY FRANZ ENGELSMANN, A STUDENT 
OF THE FAMOUS AUGUSTUS SAINT-GAUDENS, AND HIS CREW,

THE CENTRAL DOME AND CUPOLA REST ON A DRUM THAT EMPLOYS GROUPED 
COLUMNS AND ARCHED WINDOWS, ALL DOMES ARE COPPER-COVERED, STEEL- 
RIBBED STRUCTURES FILLED IN WITH MOLDED "TERRA COTTA LUMBER", A 
COMPOSITION OF CLAY AND SAWDUST, THE STEEL-BEAMED ROOF IS COVERED 
IN GRAY SLATE,

THE INTERIOR OF THE BUILDING IS APPROACHED BY FOUR MAJOR STAIR- ' 
WAYS, EACH WITH MONUMENTAL STONE HANDRAILS AND NEWEL POSTS THAT 
ONCE SUPPORTED ELABORATE LIGHT FIXTURES, HALLWAY FLOORS ARE OF MARBLE, 
AND WAINSCOTING IS OF ETTAWA PINK MARBLE FROM GEORGIA. MOST WOODWORK 
is OAK, OTHER INTERIOR FEATURES INCLUDE BRASS HARDWARE AND HANDRAILS,
IRON RAILINGS, FOUR FULL-HEIGHT LIGHT SHAFTS, MOLDED PLASTER, AND 

MUCH OF THE ORIGINAL CARVED WOOD JUDGES' BENCHES, JURY BOXES AND 

RAILINGS. A CENTRAL FEATURE IS THE ROTUNDA/ WHICH IS OPEN FROM THE :

F. INFORMATION SOURCES VA^Pgp&ueaU CoUKTrv 6OU(S.-TMOUSF~

G. PREPARED BY M. LOM (3__________________ H. DATE &/6/7£>



STATE OF INDIANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

INDIANA HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES INVENTORY

Additional Architectural Information

A. NAME QUP 6OUMTY COUQ.TV\DOS& _____ C. NUMBER 

B. ADDRESS 4*01

D. UTM References

E, BASEMENT LEVEL TO THE COFFERED DOME HIGH ABOVE THE THIRD FLOOR,
CONTRACTOR FOR THE COURTHOUSE WAS CHARLES PEARCE AND COMPANY, 

A LOCAL FIRM ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR AT LEAST 3 OTHER INDIANA COURT­ 
HOUSES AT MUNCIE, LAFAYETTE AND FRANKFORT, .

THE SCALE AND MONUMENTALITY OF THE OLD VANDERBURGH COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE MAKE IT EXCEPTIONAL AMONG INDIANA COURTHOUSES, THE 
COURTHOUSE WAS PLACED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
IN 1970,

F. INFORMATION SOURCES

G. PREPARED BY M. Lp M 6?___________________ H. DATE &/ 5/75


