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COMMON: t N -
Massachusetts Avenue Historic District

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Cong. Distifict #4, Haroi a Donohue

STREET AND NUMBER:
between Salishury Street and Drury Lane

CITY OR TOWN:

Worcester

STATE COUNTY:

M assachusetts 25 Worcester 27

CLASSIFICATION

ACCESSIBLE

CATEGORY
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
[21 District . Building Public Public Acquisition: HQ Occupied Yes:
Site [+ Structure . Private I I In Process i 1 Unoccupied n Restricted
Object '+ Both [ i Being Considered | | Preservation work ' ! Unrestricted
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PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Agriculturol 1 1 Government H Pork [ 1 Transportation | 1Comments
I | Commercial I 1 Industrial K1 Private Residence H Other (Specify)
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| | Entertainment I | Museum I 1 Scientific ( dorM tor V)

OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:

private, city:'of Worcester (park)
STREET AND NUMBER:
[og}

Mass. Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Worcester Mass. 25

LOCATJON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: "

0
Worcester County Registry of Deeds §
(0]
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©

STATE: CODE

STREET AND NUMBER:
2 Main Street
CITY OR TOWN: \ N MATIONAL
Worcester Massy™ REGISTER 175

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY: -t
Massachusetts State-Wde Historic Preservation Plan

DATE OF SURVEY: 1970 . Federal Stote I i County . Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
STREET AND NUMBER:

Office of theSecretary, State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston Mass, 25

STATE:



|7. DESCRIPTION

(Chec* One)

K) Excellent . Good . Fair | | Deteriorated . i
CONDITION Ruins I | Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered T] Unaltered . Moved A Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Massachusetts 4venue Historic District runs i nanorth-south
direction for one block between Salisbury Street, which crosses it on the
north, and Drury |ane at the south end. 4 grassy mall thirty feet vdde
divides t he4venue. Tall shade trees f omgreen arches over the street and
the mall along whoses edges they are planted. Lawns |ead fromthe sidewal ks
to the green shubbery which surrounds all but one of the el even residences
in the district. These dwellings areevenly spaced al ong both sides of the
street, and, with one exception, areset well back fromit.

These i npressive houses ar e exanpl es typical of the fashionabletrends
and architectural styles of the seventeen-year period, fromJ:;8391906, during
which they were built. The interest of the erainpreservationis illustrated
by the Trumbul | Mansion which was built in1751as the Second Wrcester
County Court House. [In 1899 this twostory Col onial house with a hipped rooi
and en” ehiiMys was noved t oits present |ocation and converted t oresidential
use. This house i s thefocal point of the district because of its situation
at the md-point onthe street and because it i sthe only exanple of the late
Colonial periodhere. |tsneat uncluttered lines, | owrectangular nass,
symmetrical five bay facade and two story height areelenents which nake i t M
typical of this style.

In contrast tothesimplicity anddignity of the Trunmbull Mansion are
its Col onial Revival neighbors. Eight of the eleven houses i nthe district
are built inthis style. 4lthough all of these | arge and el aborately
ornament ed buil dings possess sone or nost of the stylistic characteristics -
the rectangul ar plan, two-and-one-half story height, hipped roofs with
pedi ment ed dornmer wi ndows (one has a ganbrel roof) and symetrical facades -
each i s individually designed t oreflect the taste of the owner and architect, o
The heavy proportions, deep (and therefore promnent) roofs, theells and
pi azzas placed asymetrically for convenience, as well asthe use of |arge
wi ndows and bays, areinfluences fromthe Shingle and Clueen 4nne styles. | n
one of these houses, t hefreedom of the Shingle style i s expressed not only
by the above characteristics, but also inthe asymmetry of its main facade
(a reflection of its interior plan) and i nthe use of shingles insteadof
cl apboards as a buildng material. However, i nthis building this freedomi s
confined by the nore rigid elements of the Col onial Revival style - the
rectangul ar shape, dormered hipped roof, balustraded entrance porch, and
Pal [ adi an-type w ndows.

There aretwo exceptions t othe Colonial architectural tradition in thi
district. These face each other across the mall at the south end of the street.
The nost distinctive features of these houses aretheir |arge and decorative
hal f-timbered and stucco gables which are elenents typical of the Tudor stylj,
41though this style isvisually doBiinant, influences of the Queen 4nne, Shinjjle
and Richardsonian styles areal so apparent i none or both of the buildings.

#12 Massachusetts 4ve. illustrates the Queen 4nne and Shingle styles in the
deep intersecting ganibrelled roofs andthe use of shingles as a prom nent
building material. The first story of #15 i s | owand faced with fieldstone iihich
extends as a wal |l beyond the facade of the house. This creates a horizontalLty
which i s accented by the stone lintels covering the windows onthis floor. The
use of this material andthe effect of horizontality when conbined with a desp

roof -acalls soeaof the,o.kof UUH,r,son.



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Nhssachuset ts

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  counTY

INVENTORY ¢ NOMINATION FORM Worcester
FOR NPS USE ONLY

) . ENTRY NUMBER
(Continuation Sheet)

(\Lnte dl etnieg Massachusetts 4venue Historic District
7. CECRPTTAN cont.
411 of the buildings arei nexcellent condition, and except for the
Trunbul | Mansion, retain their original appearances. The planting i s typical
of the period, and there have been no later intrusions
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SIGNIFrCANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian! . 16th Century t] '8th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century (3 "+h Century
SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) 1 19Q6 (1751)
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One Or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal . Education Q Political ~ Urban Plorming
I | Prehistoric . Engineering Q Religion/Phi. . Other (Spvcify)
Historic . Industry losophy
I 1 Agriculture . Invention Q Science
n Architecture . Landscape Q Sculpture
Art Architecture Q Social/Humon-
1| Commerce Literature itar.an
r~I Communications Militory . Theater

I I Conservation . X
I | Music Q Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Massachusetts 4venue Historic District is asignificant illustratjion

of ths single-famly residential designs chosen by industrialists and
professional nen throughout New England at the turn of the [ast century.
The eleven houses inthis small area also provide the best exanples of the
"high style" of Wrcester's architectural taste inthat period. Their
first owners were anong Worcester's leading citizens, lawers, physicians,
bankers and the City's nayor.

The |and on which the Massachusetts 4vBnue District is |ocated was
originally the property of Stephen Salisbury. Though Salisbury played a
maj or role i nthe devel opnent of Worcester, Massachusetts 4venue i s his
only attenpt at street planning onthis |arge scale. The property was not
sold t ospeculaters; the relatively high prices paid for the lots indicate
that both Salisbury and his purchasers were aware that they were creating
a special residential area. Buildingrestrictions acconpanied the deed for
Tach lot, includinganunusual one that a house rmust be built onthe |and
within one year. The design which resulted from Salisbury's division of
the tract i s a step beyond the grid patternusual for the turn of thecen-
turyj inparticular, the park-likemall at the center of Massachusetts
4nenue gives t he block-1ong area the character of a "square" rather than
that of a linear streetscape.

The buildingsinthe Massachusetts 4venue Historic District display
an unusual degree of architectural coherence. Wth the exception of the
Trunbul | Mansion at No. 6, the houses were built inthe short period from
1889 t 01706 and ar ebasically Colonial Revival with elements of Queen
4nne, Jacobeji|lan and Shingle style. The trumdbull Mansion is a late ColoniatL
structure, built-in 1751t oserve as t he Second Wrcester County Court Husje
and noved t oi t spresent location in 1899. |t s presence on Massachusetts

4venue i s evidence of the current (1900) interest inrestoring old building".

Its architectural contrast provides a focal point for the district.

The coherence of the district isreinforcedbybasic simlaritiesin
all the buildings. Parallelsin consteuction materials, building sizeand
hei ght, spacing between bui“ings, distance fromthe street and planting
conbine with the unifying effect of the central greenscape t ocreate an
at nosphere of hannony and order for the Massachusetts 4venue District.
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LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE LONG) TUDE
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M assachusetts Historical
STREET AND NUMBER:

Commission

Office of the Secretary, State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFfCAMON

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis:
State - .Local (X]

National

tary of*the Comnmonweal t h,
nman, Massachusetts Historical
Conmmi ssi on

Bae July 27, 1971
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6ATE
June 1971
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic/preservaTi®
Date
ATTEST:
Keeper of The'National Regis”r
Date QBdIMWi
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CDAMN Massachus6tts Avenue Historic District
AND/OR HISTORIC:
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SCALE: 1:24,000
DATE: 1960
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2. North arrow.
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ANoveniber 9, 1971

Dr. WilliamJ. Mirtagh

Keeper of the National Register
national Parks Service

801 19th Street, R W
Washington, D C 20006

Dear Dr. Mirtagh:

A year ago when you cane t o speak to our Society, you
advised us to submt kKsEaghi.cftt,t..c AvpmA fnr- consideration
as an Historic District. W didso, submtting the infor-
mation intially to the liassachusetts Historical Conm ssion.
They have informed us that our application was forwarded to
your office i n August.

Qur reason fori*riting toyou now i sthat we would
like to know i f possible, when we mght expect to heari f
our application has been accepted—er rejected. This being
our first venture, we are perhaps, unduly anxious but we
woul d appreciatean' help you can give us i nthis matter.

Very truly

(Xrs, KA) [anet K MCorison
. Executive Director

101 PLEASANT STREET « WORCESTER « MASSACHUSETTS « 01608



FORM A - AREA SURVEY Form Qumbers inthis area Area no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 88-A-l 88-A
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Worcester
Name of area (if any) Massachusetts Avenue
Historic District
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5”
Staple to left side of form 3. General date or period ca. 1889-1906
Photo number
4. |s area uniform (explain):
in style? no (mixed late Victorian)
in condition? yes (excellent)

(private - individua
in type of ownership? no & institutional)
inuse? no (residential & institutional)

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-

ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoriedon FormB.

AREA IS LISTED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, SEHE ATTACHED
NVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

-A

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by see attached form
USGS Quadrant

(Organi zation  see attached form
MHC Photo no. _ _

Date information prepared June 1971

(over)



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

The Massachusetts Avenve Historic District is both listed on thie National Register
of Historic Places axd a locally legislated historic district; for further inform-

ation se attached form or "Report of the Historic District Study Committeg® (City
of Worcester, 1974).

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

C MR 5HD (3



























