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Town Worcester 

Address End ico t t S t ree t 

Historic Name James O'Connor Three-

Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

O r i g i n a l - g s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date "̂ a- 19 06 

Source Worcester House D i r e c t o r y 

Style Queen Anne 

A r c h i t e c t l i n V r . n w n 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood clanhnard and 
sh ing le 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition 

UTM REFERENCE 19/2 68680/4 6812 30 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worce s t e r North 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting l a t e 1 9 t h / e a r l y 20th century 

urban, m u l t i - f a m i l y , r e s i d e n t i a l 

s t r e e t ; i n a row of three-deckers 

o v e r l o o k i n g Crompton Park. 

Recorded by Montine Jordan 

Organization Cla rk U n i v e r s i t y 

Date February 1981 

Revised f o r MHC by Michael S t e i n i t z - 1 2 / ! 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The James O'Connor Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the e t h n i c , working-class, m u l t i - f a m i l y Island 
neighborhood, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h the three-decker d i s t r i c t that developed 
around Crompton Park. I t i s also a remarkably well-preserved .and w e l l -
d e t a i l e d example of Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker design. The O'Connor 
Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SI»JIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. » 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 23 Endicott Street i s an unusually veil-preserved and f i n e l y 
d e t a i l e d example of the l a s t forms of Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker b u i l t i n 
the c i z y . The house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i d e - h a l l plan w i t h a si d e - w a l l 
jo g . It-has a hip r o o f , and i s clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h wide, wood shingle 
bands that wrap around the f r o n t bay window and extend rearward to the side-
w a l l j o g . The asymmetrical main facade has an en t r y bay w i t h an ornate, three-
t i e r porch, which features l a t h e - t u r n e d posts, cut cecorative brackets, and 
spindle f r i e z e s and balustrades. The porch i s flanKed by a shallow, rounded 
bay window. Windows have 2/1 and 1/1 sash; windows and f r o n t e n t r i e s have 
simple, bracketed caps. Evenly spaced decorative brackets are located i n the 
roof cornice overhang. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

B u i l t ca. 1906, the O'Connor Three-Decker was pa r t of the e a r l y 20th century 
development of the I s l a n d neighborhood, an e t h n i c , working-class, m u l t i -
f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t located on the l o w - l y i n g f l o o d p l a i n to the south 
of downtown Worcester. Many of the area's I r i s h and Swedish (and l a t e r 
P o l i s h and Lithuanian) r e s i d e n t s found employment i n nearby f a c t o r i e s , many 
of which were located j u s t to the nor t h and west by the j u n c t i o n of three 
r e g i o n a l r a i l r o a d l i n e s . The O'Connor house was b u i l t as p a r t of a row of 
three-deckers c/erlooking Crompton Park, one of two working-class parks 
created i n the ethnic East Side by the c i t y i n 1886. The f i r s t owner of 
2̂3 Endicott Street was James O'Connor, a g a s f i t t e r , who l i v e d here. Tenants 
i n 1906 included Peter Bergstrom and Gustaf Johnson, blacksmiths; Andrew 
Carlson and W i l l i a m Person, woodworkers; ar. 1 F r i t z Larson, a machinist. 
O'Connor s t i l l owned and occupied 23 Endicc:t i n 1920, and the Peter Bergstrom 
f a m i l y s t i l l resided here. The other tenants t h a t year were the f a m i l y of 
Thomas Walsh. By 1930, the house was owned and occupied by Stanslaw Dusak, 
a laborer. Tenants i n tha t year includedStanislaus J a i s z e n s k i , a molder; 
and W i l l i a m I z b i c k i , a l a b o r e r . 
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CLASSIFICATION 
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