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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This saltbox house sits on a hill, so that while the front porch is at
ground level, the basement is completely exposed at the rear. The foun-
dation is of undressed limestone. A porch extends across the front, and is
roofed with corrugated tin, as is the house itself. The thick walls support
hewn white oak sills and sawed joists of the same wood. Three inch oak
boards cover the floors. In the ceilings of the main rooms on the first
floor and the upstairs beadrooms are rows of hooks from which quilts were
suspended. Huge iron locks on the two front doors are still extant, as is
the 6" key which opened them. Although the house has not been occupied for
some years, the original plaster is in good condition, as are the floors.

The building sits adjacent to a heavily wooded area consisting of pine and
pin oak trees. Highway 52 borders the north side of the property. A small
stream borders the west and curves to the east. Between the stream and house
is a stone wall that defines the driveway fram the road to the shelter in the
rear that the stagecoach may have taken. A suspension footbridge spans the
stream to a spring to which this property has access.

The present owner plans extensive restoration, particularly on the interior,
for future use by local commumity organizations as a meeting house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The style (salt box) and construction materials (wood) of the Western: Hotel
make it an extremely unusual structure for Iowa, The saltbox design is rare in
this state, and most known saltboxes here are of stone.

The Western Hotel is an interesting artifact of the early transportation history
of Towa. John H. Floyd came to Dubugque county in the early 1830's. He settled

in Concord Twp. and in the 1840's, was appointed postmaster, to distribute mail

brought monthly to Dubuque via riverboat. The frame saltbox, built in 1849~50,

served as hame and the "Pin Oak Post Office". Located on a route frequented by

travellers to and from Dubuque, it gradually became known as a hospitable source
of food, drink, and rest. For a time, it was also known as the "Western Hotel",
by virture of a sign procured from a building of the same name in Dubuque.
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