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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Imes Covered Bridge was built in 1870, and originally situated on the 
Middle River at Wilkins Ford. It was moved to its present location, Imes 
Crossing on the south branch of Clanton Creek in September, 1887.

This pitch-roof bridge covers a span of 65 feet and is 14 feet wide. It sits 
on steel pilings at each end. A Town lattice type of construction was used, 
a crisscross web of planks, fashioned to form a solid, durable truss, held 
together with wooden pins (Trunnell pins or treenails). The skeleton structure 
is of native lumber, hewn and shaped to fit the purpose. Outside is of 
regular barn boards, with tar-metal roofing. The structure is painted red, 
with white trim. There have been no structural changes since construction.

The bridge is on a north-south, infrequently-traveled road, a short distance 
south of a railroad track. However, due to proposed new road construction, 
the bridge may be moved once again, to the town park in St. Charles, Iowa, 
to ensure its preservation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The lines Bridge is one of two in the Winterset region built by J.P. Clark. It E 
also the oldest covered bridge in the area. Beyond this, however, the Irnes ™ > 
Bridge, like all 19th-century covered bridges, is a valuable cultural artifact. 
It is a wedding of 19th-century engineering techinques to the problem of trans­ 
portation across new lands. As one of the very few covered bridges remaining 
in Iowa, the Imes Covered Bridge is eminently deserving of preservation and 
protection.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE

_GOOD _RUINS X-ALTERED X_MOVED DATE 1 °°7 ? 1977

X_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Imes Covered Bridge was built in 1870. It has a span of 65 feet and is 
14 feet wide. Native lumber was used in the Towne lattice construction. The 
pitched roof is covered with metal, with shingling beneath. The exterior 
walls are board-and-batten.

The bridge was originally situated on the Middle River, at Wilkin's Ford in 
southeast Union Twp. In 1887, it was moved southeast to South Twp., and 
spanned a branch of Clanton's Creek in Section 27. The Clanton Creek branch 
is a narrow, shallow stream, edged with trees and brush, flowing through 
a rural, semi-cultivated area. In October 1977, the bridge was moved once 
more, to a proposed park area on the eastern edge. .of. St.. Charles. This 
area," triangular in shape andi .approxima,te.ly 5. gcr.es,, ,is on the -south side 
of Iowa Highway 2f>K The bridge spans a culvert which carries a slender 
stream of water, and which has been faced with limestone to cover the 
concrete. The area was graded before the bridge was relocated, and now 
presents an open, treeless environment of scrub grass and weeds. The area 
beneath the bridge and to the south will be left to grow wild, eventually 
providing a more natural setting for the bridge. The land north of the 
bridge will be developed as a public park.

The Imes Covered Bridge (then located on the Clanton Creek branch) was 
listed in the National Register on August 28, 1976. On December 15, 
1977, the Division of Historic Preservation:,requested the deletion of 
the bridge from the Register (due to the relocation) with the notation 
that a renpmination might be entertained at a later date. .. •i ', * * . • •>• , •' • "$*,,• .**•••- • • •
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Imes Covered Bridge Is one of 8 such bridges presently known to exist
in Iowa, and one of the seven located in Madison County. Built in 1870,
it is the county's oldest covered bridge, and one of two built by J.P. Clark.
Although it i,s-no longer suitable for modern transportation, the bridge
is significant as a cultural artifact and an example of now obsolete engineering
and construction methods. These elements remain in spite of the bridge's
relocation.

Of the seven covered bridges in the county, two (at Winterset and St. Charles) 
have been removed from their natural settings and are now located in public 
parks. There is a high probability that the remaining five will also be moved, 
eventually, from public roads. The bridges, constructed in the days of horse 
and wagon, will accommodate automobiles (one lane at a time), but the school 
buses and farm machinery which also use the county roads are too heavy, high, 
or wide — a problem that has resulted in constant-rural pressure for their 
replacement. Furthermore, federal and state bridge programs militate against 
the continuation of the bridges at their present locations. It is very unlikely, 
however, that any of the bridges will be destroyed. Madison County has 
created a substantial tourist industry around the bridges which may effectively 
guarantee their survival, although not in their natural settings.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Structure is located on property roughly triangular in shape, bounded on the NW 
by Iowa Highway 251.and ; on ME by an unmarked county road. Property is^.lpcated in 
the northeast corner of the SE£ of the NW£ of Section 24, T75N R26W.
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