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Exterior.

ﬁ%he L1v1n88ton House 13 & 2% story clapboar building
which has 8 gambrel roof with gable end returns The
dimensions are approximstely 60 by 35 feet,”There are front
and rear porches; both extending the entire length of the
building and being late nineteenth century udditions//
Originally, there were two gable end chimneys on each end,
but one chimney was removed when the bay window was installed,
As is the case with the bay window, most of the exterior
alterations were done around 1890, when the house apparently
recelved mej)or renovations, The alterations, however, do not
detract significantly from the form of this eighteenth
century Dutch Colonial farm,

There is a nineteenth century well alongside the
Livingston House and & small early nineteenth century buildinq
across the street; originally in the rear of the Livingston
House, but racently moved across the street for caretsker's
quarters,

Interior.

There are eight rooms in the Livingston House; two on
each side of the wide center hall on both the first and
second floors.

The celler is a full one, partially paved with
cobblestones, an unusuel distinction. Hewn logs in the
basement support the first floor with aid from 8 few
supporting posts,

All eight rooms show evidence of the late nineteenth
century remodeling as mentioned esrlier.‘No originsl
hardwesre remains, cellings on the first floor are of pressed
metal, some windows have been changed, and the floors have
narrow, late Viectorian floorboards. $lso, the bay window
caused one chimney and two fireplaces to be removed. The
remeining not original, but appear to be early nineteenth
century work.

The hall also has been somewhat saltered with & late
Victorian ballustrade, but sections of the old chairrail
remain,

The front door sppears quite o0ld and may be original,

The attic is guite large and, for the most part,
unaltered. The attlc has knee-wall windows. The maln timbers
sare hand hewn and wooden pegged.
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Architecture.

Although somewhat diluted by Victorian remodeling this
house still exhibits the besic form and construction of
& colonial building. Many of the alterations on the
outside are merely superficiel eand can be removed with a
little effort.,

Political,

‘AEhe me Jor significance is that the first governor of

New Jersey (after Independence had been declared) lived
in this bullding during much of the Revolutionary War.

Constantly hsrassed by the British,Governor
Williem Livingston end his family made frequent moves
throughout the Revolution. His .longest stay was in -
Parsippany where he leased a house and ferm for the years
1777-1780 from Lemuel Bowers, s County Judge, among other
things, /4

Seversal militery meps of the period pinpoint the ' -
Livingston House, The mep done by Robert Erskine, the
American map meker, does not single out the house, SRR
perhaps in fear of informing the British of Livingston's
whereabouts, However, the British were apparently aware
of hils location since the English maps indicete where
the Governcr's house was located. Furthermore, there
wes one documented attempt to capture Livingston while
living thn Parsippany.

Due to the trend of the war in 1780 the Livingston
Femily was able, in the middle of the year, to return
to their residence, Liberty Hall, in Elizabeth, New
Jersey.,

The property wes once agaln solely owned and
operated by Lemuel Bowers,

Tavern,
Indications are thet Bowers bought the property

Just to 1761 and that the house might have been built
es & tavern, as tradition suggests, since Bowers was




Fowler, .Alex D. Benedict House. 1971, Unpublished paper.
HISTORIC AVMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY. New Jersy-630-Thomas

Osborn House, 1939.

County". Book 1-7.
Morris County Deeds. Book N

Morris County Mortzeages. Books

Series Volume &4,
Sedgwiek Theodore J. A Memoir

"Minutes of the Court of Genersl Quarter Session for Morris

A&C

New Jersey Archives, Volumes 17, 20, 24, 26, 32 35, Second

of the Llfe of William Livi

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY (o] DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE © LONGITUDE '
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW (-] . - o ’ » hOO 51 ’ 52 » i‘ 2 ot 3 »
NE o ) » o ’ ”
SE o ’ » oL@ . » ~
§W (-] K] - o ’ » - ‘ N (\\

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

9 ANCTEL

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR coﬂ‘\}%ou%}%\\nﬁs <>\ :
STATE: coDE | couNnTy rr((,f/t/:— e cobEe
~ 4 Nt
/c:j/ My - tﬁ -l m
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: — i ]| cope
N, 5@) [ —
L2 /Péq/\DOAIA J N
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: 3 "U/Sr"‘m A CODE =
NS »
. , ErrSS -
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: /ST T,a - cobe .
-
NAME AND TITLE:
Terry Karschner, Historian-Curator (aided by Alex D. Fowler) 0
ORGANIZATION DATE -
Historic Sites, Dept. of Environmental Protebtion 1-05=72 -
STREET AND NUMBER: . o
Post Office Box 1420 =
CITY OR TOWN: STATE copE -

Trneton

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to tthe cntena and procedures set
forth by the National Park Servxce
level of significance of this nomination is:
o State

'1 he recommended

National Local

= X, .

Titte _Commissioner, Department
of Environmental Protectian
Date Jamary 29, 1973

I hereby certify that this property is mcluded in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology an istoric Preservation
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8. Significance (cont)

licensed to maintain a tavern for the period 1756-1760,
Bowers was a prominent person in the community, but not
terribly stable financislly es by 1768 and again in 1769
he sdvertised his property for sale, Disappointed at not
heving found a buyer and pressed by his creditors Bowers
somehow retained the farm (obviously alded by the rent
paid by Governor Livingston) until 1785, when he died
insolvent,

Thomes Osborn bought the ferm at the Sheriff's ssle
in 1785, (HABS nemes the house "The Thomss Osborn House",
Habs=NJ-630)
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