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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Present Physical Appearance

The Ash Street School occupies the entire block bounded by Ash, 
Bridge, Maple and Pearl Streets. The neighborhood is almost entirely 
residential and includes several nursing homes and homes for the elderly.

The school building is of richly ornamented and pilastered brick 
work built in 1874/Ln what was then known as the French Style. It is 
two stories in height in addition to the basement and roof stories 
and is surmounted by a slated mansard roof. The Plan is that of a 
Greek cross, the arms being 88 feet long and 32 feet wide with towers 
18 feet square at the northeast and southwest angles. It contains 
eight school rooms, utilities in the basement and an area in the attic 
originally designed as a combination gym-auditorium.

The underpinnings, windowsills, the entrance stairs with their solid
railings and the belt course above the basement are of cut granite as 
are the two belt courses above the second story on the towers. The 
windows are tall and narrow with arched tops on the first floor and 
rounded ones on the second. The attic dormers are wide with tall narrow 
windows and small pediments.

The main, southwest, tower is 112 feet high to the base of the 
eight foot weathervane support surmounting its high mansard roof with 
its ornamented top. Four round black clock faces with scroll ornamen 
tation are mounted on the four sides of the roof. Beneath the roof, 
tall round-topped louvered openings, two to a side, surround the school's 
bell. Below these in a line with the attic roof are two round windows 
one on each visible side of the tower. Beneath these the windows are 
a continuation of those on the main body of the building. The northeast 
tower is 70 feet tall and is topped by a shallow pyramidal roof with 
a central wooden ornament. It is similar to the main tower except 
that round-topped windows on the top story have replaced the louvered 
ones on the main tower.

There are four entrances to the first floor, two in the towers 
and two in the other corresponding angles. All have broad porticoes, 
wooden bracketed hoods and double, multi-paneled wooden doors with 
the exception of the southeast entrance which now has a flush or 
laminated pair of doors. The main halls leading from these entrances 
are eight feet wide and cross the building diagonally, crossing each 
other at right angles in the center. The first story is 12-1/2 feet 
high and the second 14-1/2 feet high. Each contains four 6-sided 
classrooms each of which has windows on three sides. Teacher's rooms 
are located on the second story over the angled entrances. The 
Principal's room is in the West arm of the cross.
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7. Description, continued.

Presently the school yard is entirely asphalted and includes modern 
play equipment. The whole area is surrounded by a high wire mesh fence.

Original Appearance

The school stands today largely as it did when first built. Four 
small round ornamented dormers have disappeared from the upper sections 
of the mansard roof and the arrow is no longer in place on the weather- 
vane. Interior changes in lighting, heating and so forth have been 
made during the years as necessitated by the school's continued use.

The play area around the school was originally grass with cement walks 
leading to the entrances and around the building. Several trees stood 
in the school year which was not fences but surrounded only by the granite 
curbing still in place, outside the modern fence.

When the school was constructed in 1874 the surrounding area was much 
less built up than at present. The majority of the area was developed 
within the next decade and has retained its character up to the present 
time with the addition of the several facilities for the elderly.

GPO 921-724
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Architecture:

The Ash Street School >ras designed in the then popular "French" 
style by George W. Stevens, Civil Engineer for the Amoskeag Manufacturing 
Company, and built between 1872and 18\£4#- on land purchased from that 
company for $.04 a foot. In line with company policy of assistance to 
the city which it has built/ this was a very low rate, the lot next 
door being valued at $.50 a foot.

Mr. Stevens wished to design a school beautiful, comfortable, 
convenient and superior in both lighting and ventilation to his Lincoln 
School built in Manchester two years before. His solution, suggested 
by a "Dolly Varden" paper collar box, was a unique cruciform design 
resulting in windows on three sides of each of the eight classrooms. 
These in combination with the broad hallways running from corner to 
corner of the building also gave the sought for ventilation.

The foundations for the building were put in by Gilman tiT Kimball 
of Manchester and the walls put up and roofed over by Alpheus,Gay, 
a prominent Manchester contractor. The interior finish was by Mead 
and Mason of Concord. The completed structure was dedicated on 
September 4, 1874. The next year it was valued at $60,000.

A model of the school was sent to the Philadelphia Centennial 
Exposition in 1876 where it is said to have been selected as a model 
school building of the time. The model itself so impressed the 
President of a South American country that it was presented to him 
at his request.4 According to newspaper reports of the time, the Ash 
Street School is said to have been the first school in the country 
built on a cruciform plan, and the inspiration for others of this 
plan built across the country.

Engineering;

The great clock in the main tower of the ash Street School was made 
by the Howard Clock Company and was the first and only one of its size 
with a gravity escapement and compensating pendulum in the state at that 
time. The gravity escapement acting through two escape wheels insured 
that no variation caused by wind pressure on the hands or gummy oil

Continued on continuation sheet 2
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Clippings from unidentified Manchester newspapers all dated 1874. 
Architectural File, "Ash St. School". Library, The Manchester 
Historic Association.

Tracy, Paul. "Won Prize in 1876, Ash Street School a Trap." 
Manchester Union Leader. Manchester, N.H. : Union Leader
Corporation, January 19, 1952.
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8. Significance, continued

in the mechanism could effect the beat of the pendulum. The compen 
sating pendulum guarded against thermal changes affecting its 
oscillations.

At the time this clock was considered the best of its size ever 
turned out by the Howard Company. It is probably one of the first, 
if not the first, installed in a building as the installer visited 
the factory just when this pattern was in the process of building.

Education:

This school has been in almost continuous use for classes since 
its construction 100 years ago. At that time it became one of three 
grammar schools in the city and it continued in that role until a few 
years ago when it was closed. Shortly thereafter it was reopened 
for use by the special classes which occupy it today. 'The School 
Department plans to move these students to other facilities in the 
near future and presently has no other plans for the building. At 
least one developer has already approached the city for permission 
to buy the property and construct a new office building on the site.

 ' "Manchester and Vicinity, The Ash Street School House." 
Clipping from a Manchester newspaper. Manchester, 1874. Architec 
tural File, Ash Street School. Manchester Historic Association.

2Ibid.
3paul Tracy. "Won Prize in 1876, Ash Street School a Trap." 

Manchester Union Leader. Manchester, N.H. January 19, 1952.

"Manchester School Reports." 1876

5 "Ash Street Schoolhouse Clock." Clipping from a Manchester 
Newspaper, September 26, 1874. Architectural File, Ash Street School, 
Manchester Historic Association.

6Ibid.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued 

10.2 UTM References

Zone 19
Easting 2-99-900
Northing 47-63-100

GPO 921-724


