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1. Name of Property 
hletorlc name Sa rn Cooley Barn 
other namellslte number WH0543 

codt all county 

3. ClaHiflcatlon 
Ownership of Property 

[X] private 

0 public-local 

Category of Property 

D bulldlng(l) 
0dlatrlct 

D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Oaltt 
[X] structure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

bYswnire aesaM'f,h1-r~~¥i~~ls Resources 
4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

White Oodl zip code 72010 

Number of R11ouro11 within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 

___ building• 
___ eltll 

___ etructur11 
___ objtetl 

_.._o_Total 

Number of contributing reaourcea prevloualy 
listed in the National Register N/ A 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1968, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[X] nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 3e CFR Part 80. 

In lnlo the property m s does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 SH continuation ehHt. 

b-t7-9t 
Signature of certl g offlclel Cate 

Arkansas I istoric Preserva ion Program 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Regleter criteria. D Set continuation ehHt. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

0 entered in the National Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 

0 other, (explain:) --------

Cate 

Signature of the KHper Cate of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Agriculture /Subsistence/Barn 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: Plain Traditional 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Agriculture/Subsistence/Barn · 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _.:S:::..t::.:o::..:n::..e=---------------­
walls Wood 

roof Metal 
other __________________ ___ 

IX] See continuation sheet 
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The Sam Cooley Barn is a two-story, wood frame animal/equipment/feed agricultural structure. 
It features a symmetrical, transverse crib plan with its axis running along the center of the 
east-west runway. Its stone pier foundation supports the vertical board walls, and the gable 
roof and its raised, gable roof vents are sheathed with metal. 

The western elevation is accessed via the central vehicular entrance with a northern livestock 
entrance leading into the side animal shed. The upper part of the central entrance is covered 
by two hinged doors that can be opened to allow taller machinery into the barn. A single­
leaf hay door finishes the elevation. The northern elevation is divided into flve bays by the 
large vehicular entrances into the open side shed while the southern elevation is blank. The 
eastern elevation is virtually identical to the western elevation, as it is accessed by both the 
central vehicular entrance and the northern livestock entrance. 

The interior of the bam is divided into four rooms on each side of the central drive, with 
three of the eight being feed bins with floors; the other stalls have dirt floors. The equipment 
shed to the south and the animal shed to the north are without partitions and are also without 
floors. 



J'. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide [i] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria D A D B [XI C D D 

Criteria C'lnsiderations (Exceptions) D A 0 B DC D D DE 0 F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
c. 1920 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
N/A 

Significant Dates 
N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[il See continuation sheet 
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Significance Criterion C, local significance 

The Sam Cooley Barn is significant as the best example in the county from this era of White 
County history (Boom and Bust: The War and Depression Years, 1914-1939; Section E,4) of a 
two-story, gable roof barn of symmetrical, transverse crib plan constructed as early as 1915. Its 
design is noteworthy also for its use of the raised, gable roof vents, a feature found often in barns 
from other parts of the United States but uncommon in Arkansas. Furthermore, its ground floor 
square-footage and height are extraordinary for gable roof agricultural buildings in White County, 
as is the fact that it has survived at all. 

This barn was constructed by Sam Cooley, the son of the earlier Bald Knob-area resident and 
farmer J.A. Cooley; it is in good condition. 



9. MaJor Bibliographical Reference• 

See "Historic Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansa.S," Section H. 

Prtvloua documentation on flit (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of Individual llatlng (38 CFR 87) 

naa bttn requtattd 

~ 
prtvloualy llattd In tnt National Reg later 
prevloualy dttermlntd tllglblt by tnt National Rtgleter 
dtalgnattd a National Hlatorlc Landmark 
recorded by Hletorlc American Bulldlnga 

SuNtY* ------------------------------
0 recorded by Hlatorlc American Engineering 

Record *·----------------
10. Geographical Data 

D Stt continuation anttt 

Primary location of additional data: 

~ 
State nlatorlc prtatNatlon offlct 
Otner State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
Unlveralty 

Dotner 
Specify repoaltory: 

Acreage of property-------------------------------

UTM References 
A~ I I I I 

Zone Easting 

c~ II II 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

name/title Kenneth Story, Architectural Historian 
organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Pro~arn 
street & number 225 East Markham, Suite 300 
city or town Little Rock 

* U.S .GPO: 1988·0·223·918 

B~ I I I I 
Zone Eastlng 

D~ II II 

(]g See continuation sheet 

[]J See continuation sheet 

. []l See continuation sheet 

date 5-9-91 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

telephone (501) 324-9346 
state Arkansas zip code 72201 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/632020/3906510 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at the northeast comer of the bam (located 437.5 feet south of County Road 96 and 
1,375 feet east of County Road 85), proceed westerly along the bam's northern elevation to 
the northwest comer; thence proceed southerly along the western elevation to the southwestern 
comer; thence proceed easterly along the southern elevation to the southeast comer; thence 
proceed northerly along the eastern elevation to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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CLASSIFICATION 

__ count __ resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

__ historic __ current 

DESCRIPTION 

__ architectural classification 
__ materials 
__ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
__ applicable criteria 
__ justification of areas checked 
__ relating significance to the resource 
__ context 
__ relationship of integrity to significance 
__ justification of exception 
__ other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
__ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
__ boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

__ sketch maps __ USGS maps __ photographs __ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 



cooley, sam, Barn 
White County MPS 
White County, ARKANSAS 

Reviewer's Comments 

The boundaries of this property are presently located along 
building lines. A resource listed in the National Register 
should include all features of the property which contribute to 
its significance. In almost all cases this includes its historic 
setting. Page 77 of National Register Bulletin 16, Guidelines 
for Completing National Register of Historic Places Forms, states 
that "the boundaries of buildings should include the land 
surrounding the building, unless the lot occupied by the building 
contains no surrounding land as in the central business district 
of most cities." 

Please revise the boundaries to include the property historically 
associated with the resource. If a portion of the original 
setting has lost its integrity, please explain. 

In the count in Section 3, this resource should be listed as a 
building, rather than a structure, since it was constructed to 
provide shelter. 

Marilyn Harper 
Historian 
Sept. 16, 1991 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
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======================================================================== 
1. Name of Property 
======================================================================== 
historic name: Sam Cooley Barn 

other namejsite number: ~R=e=s~o~u=r~c=e=-~#WH~~0~5~4~3~-------------------------------

======================================================================== 
2. Location 
======================================================================== 
street & number: ~C~o~u~n~t~y~R~o~a~d~~9~6 __________________________________________ _ 

not for publication: NLA_ 

cityjtown: ~B~a~l~d~K~n~o~b~--------------------------- vicinity: K._ 

state: AR county: ~W~h~i~t~e~----------- code: AR 145 zip code: 72010 

======================================================================== 
3. Classification 
======================================================================== 
Ownership of Property: ~P=r~i~v~a~t~e~-----------

Category of Property: Building(s) 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing 

1 

1 

Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites 
structures 

0 
objects 
Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N/A 

Name of related multiple property listing: Historic and Architectural 
Resources of White County, Arkansas 



======================================================================== 
4. State/Federal Agency Certification 
======================================================================== 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this _X ___ nomination __ __ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property __ X __ meets 

does not meet the National Register Criteria. See continuation 

Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
state or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

======================================================================== 
5. National Park Service Certification 
======================================================================== 
I, hereby certify that this property 

~ entered in the National Register 
___ See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 

~vfsignature of Keeper 

~/ /1/{},2 
I 

Date 
of Action 



======================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
======================================================================== 
Historic: Agriculture Sub: Subsistence/Barn 

Current Agriculture Sub: Subsistence/Barn 

======================================================================== 
7. Description 
======================================================================== 
Architectural Classification: 
Other: Plain Traditional 

Other Description: 

Materials: foundation -=S~t=o=n=e~-------- roof -=M=e~t=a=l~---------
walls Wood other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. _K_ See continuation 
sheet. 
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AUG 

The Sam Cooley Barn is a two-story, wood frame animal/equipment/feed agricultural structure. 
It features a symmetrical, transverse crib plan with its axis running along the center of the 
east-west runway. Its stone pier foundation supports the vertical board walls, and the gable 
roof and its raised, gable roof vents are sheathed with metal. 

The western elevation is accessed via the central vehicular entrance with a northern livestock 
entrance leading into the side animal shed. The upper part of the central entrance is covered 
by two hinged doors that can be opened to allow taller machinery into the barn. A single­
leaf hay door finishes the elevation. The northern elevation is divided into five bays by the 
large vehicular entrances into the open side shed while the southern elevation is blank. The 
eastern elevation is virtually identical to the western elevation, as it is accessed by both the 
central vehicular entrance and the northern livestock entrance. 

The interior of the barn is divided into four rooms on each side of the central drive, with 
three of the eight being feed bins with floors; the other stalls have dirt floors. The equipment 
shed to the south and the animal shed to the north are without partitions and are also without 
floors. 

.· 

I 19 



8. Statement of Significance f:, 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
D nationally D statewide [X] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria D A D B [i] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) D A DB DC D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
c. 1920 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
N/A 

P.UG I 1991 

Significant Dates 
N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[il See continuation sheet 



9. MaJor Bibliographical References 

See "Historic Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas, 11 Section H. 

Prtvloua documentation on flit (NPS): 
D prtllmlnary dtttrmlnatlon of Individual llttlri'g (38 CFFI 87) 

haa bttn rtqueated 
D prtvloutly lilted In the National Fltgllttr 

§ prevloualy dtttrmlntd tllglblt by tht National Fleglattr 
dtalgnattd 1 National Hlatorlc Landmark 
recorded by Hlatorlc American Bulldlnga 

SuNey*--------------------------~~ D recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record*'---------------

1 o. Geographical Data t;;j1 t. 

D See continuation ahttt 

Primary location of additional data: 
D State hlatorlc prtaervatlon offlct 

§ Other State agency 
Ftderal agency 
Local government 

D University 
D other 
Specify repository: 

. : ' ' n 

Acreage of property--~~----~~----------~~~~~-----

UTM References 
A LLJ I I I I 

Zone Easting 

c LLJ I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

name/title Kenneth Story, Architectural Historian 
organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
street & number 225 East Markham, Suite 300 
city or town Little Rock 

* U.S.GPO: 1988·0·223·918 

B LLJ I I I I I 

Zone Easting . 

D LLJ I I I I I 

[]1 See continuation sheet 

[]g See continuation sheet 

. ~See continuation sheet 

date 5-9-91 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

telephone (501) 324-9346 
state Arkansas zip code 72201 
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Significance Criterion C, local significance 

C»..B Apptonl No. 102~11 

JUN 2 9 1992 

The Sam Cooley Barn is significant as the best example in the county from this era of White 
County history (Boom and Bust: The War and Depression Years, 1914-1939; Section E,4) of a 
two-story, gable roof barn of symmetrical, transverse crib plan constructed as early as 1915. Its 
design is noteworthy also for its use of the raised, gable roof vents, a feature found often in barns 
from other parts of the United States but uncommon in Arkansas. Furthermore, its ground floor 
square-footage and height are extraordinary for gable roof agricultural buildings in White County, 
as is the fact that it has survived at all. 

This barn was constructed by Sam Cooley, the son of the earlier Bald Knob-area resident and 
farmer J.A. Cooley; it is in good condition. 



... Form 10«)(>.e 
(NI) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places· 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number _ 10 __ Page_1 __ 

Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References 

A 15/632020/3906510 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

JUN 2 9 1992 

Beginning at the point formed by the intersection of a line running parallel to the bam's eastern elevation and 
located 50 feet to the east thereof with a perpendicular line running parallel to the bam's northern elevation and 
located 50 feet to the north thereof (located 437.5 feet south of County Road 96 and 1,375 feet east of County Road 
85), proceed westerly along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its intersection 
with a perpendicular line running parallel to the western elevation of the bam; thence proceed southerly for a 
distance of approximately 200 feet along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line 
running parallel to the southern elevation of the bam; thence proceed easterly along said line for a distance of 
approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel to the eastern 
elevation of the bam; thence proceed northerly along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to the point 
of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

This resource was constructed as part of a larger farmstead that has lost its integrity as such; thus, this boundary 
includes all the property known to be historically associated with this resource. 
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