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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

~ The Burlington Public Library (Free Public Library) is essentially
.a two story red sandstogg structure with basement (in part above
”Q_'graQe),,a;square Italianate tower, and a slate hip roof. Its
~ setting is the side of a hill in an urban area quite close to the
Mississippi River.

The building, with its unusual redish color and

prominent profile, is a chief element in the Burlington cityscape.

Its heavy monochromatic appearance is enhanced by the use of

quoining, dressed stone banding and regular bonding, window enframing,
occasional brackets, and Ionic columns.
classical and Italianate flavor, the building's sleek facades, near
horizontal banding of openings and the hovering quality of the

roof (especially the tower roof) indicate some relationship with
pre-Prairie School designs.

In spite of this strong

Although the exterior symmetrical placement of windows might indicate
a symmetrical interior distribution of space, the floor plan actually
shows functional variations in room placement.
rotunda (circulation desk area) gives access to a two-level stack
area in the rear (north), an open reading room (east), the front
foyer (south), and two smaller rooms (reference and meeting room)
The great oak stairway with garlanded newel post
leads to the second floor where two toilets (north), a balcony
overlooking the reading room (east), a small office (east), a work-
room and museum room (west) can be found.

A central open

Interior finishings include a large stained glass window, Italian
. mosaic floors (rotunda and vestibule) and extensive panels and other
ornaments in polished oak (including two fireplace mantels). Most
of the oak furniture is original.

The. Burlington Public Library has been altered little since its
Some window sills have been replaced; the exterior
was sandblasted, repointed and sealed with silicone in 1971.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The major significance of this historic resource lies in its
architecture. Built during the period 1896-1898, the Burlington
Public Library is a very well preserved structure of an eclectic
style showing classical, Renaissangg and pre-Prairie School
characteristics. Its unusual red Color and prominent profile
contribute greatly to the cityscape of Burlington.

The original design for the building, having a more Gothic flair,
was submitted by T. S. Hoyt 0f Boston. This was subsequently
modified to some extent by the builder, J. C. Sutherlandy”of
Burlington.

Of nearly equal importance, the Burlington Free Public Library is
the“0ldest such library in the State of Iowa. It began as a small
subscription 1ibrary in 1868 at the suggestion of Senator James W.
Grimes, who contributed $5,000.00 as a personal gift. Meeting with
only Tackluster success, the Directors of the Subscription library
in 1885 voted to present the institution to the city provided it
could be maintained by tax levy. no '
It was largely the efforts of a local philanthropist, Philip M.
Crapo, that brought about the completion of this present library.
- It was he who first proposed the plan of the erection of a new
library building. And his zeal in promoting it was amply
evidenced by his proposal to the City Council offering to donate
$20,000.00 to the building fund if they would provide an equal
amount. The matching funds were quickly provided by the Council.
In addition, many of the furnishings in the building were given
at his private expense. The total cost of the library building
was about $55,000.00
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Betty C. Schaile

ORGANIZATION

Burlington Public Library

DATE

111/14/73

STREET AND NUMBER:

501 North Fourth
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

(.} State [}

National Local

X

Title

Dec . 1928

Date

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
The recommended

12,

STATE

National Register.
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CODE

I hereby certify that this 'propei'ty is inc.luded in the

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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