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The Niagara Reservation consists of a narrow strip of land along the eastern 
shore of the Niagara River, centered at the site of the American Falls, and 
extending for short distances both above and below the falls, as well as 
the cluster of islands situated in and between the falls. The largest island, 
Goat Island is connected to the eastern shore by two bridges, and is connected 
by bridge to the Three Sisters Islands off its southern shore as well. The 
other, smaller islands include Robinson Island, Bird Island, Brother Island 
and Green Island.

Upon the signing of the bill which created the reservation, the commissioners 
assigned to select the lands and manage the reservation, followed the guidelines 
which had been suggested in a report made in 1879 by Frederick Law Olmsted, the 
landscape architect, and James T. Gardiner, the head of the State-appointed 
survey. This report directed that the islands above the falls, and a strip 
of land alongside the falls be included, and that only such arrangements 
as were necessary to preserve the natural scene should be made. Little or no 
construction, except that to facilitate visitors' appreciation of the site, 
was to be made. In 1887, Olmsted and his associate Calvert Vaux implemented 
this plan. The eastern shore and the islands were cleared and the eastern 
boundary of the shore land was planted so as to screen out the city of 
Niagara Falls to the east.

In 1900, the administration building and visitors 1 comfort facilities were 
built both on the shore and on Goat Island. The administration building, 
located on the shore to the east of Prospect Point, is still in use. Many of 
the comfort facilities have been replaced or modernized.

Sightseeing roads have been laid out around the perimeter of Goat Island, and 
a new restaurant has recently been constructed on its western shore.

The greatest intrusion in the reservation since its creation is the Robert 
Moses Parkway, completed in 1960, which is a four lane, divided highway which 
runs parallel to the eastern shore, through the middle of the reservation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Today f s visitor can enjoy the beauty and might of Niagara Falls due to the 
far-sighted action of the state of New York which in 1885 established the 
Niagara Reservation. In creating the reservation and subsequently eliminating 
the numerous eyesores that had sprung up along the shore line near the Falls. 
New York became the first state to use its power of eminent domain to acquire 
land for esthetic purposes. This precedent has been followed in principle 
by state after state since 1885.

Now surrounded by the bustling town of Niagara Falls, the initial 418 acre 
Reservation has increased to 435 acres. Aside from the construction of the 
Robert Moses Parkway along the eastern boundary of the Reservation, and the 
modernization of visitors 1 facilities, the park presents the same appearance 
as it has for almost 100 years.

History

As early as 1834 it was suggested that the land near Niagara Falls be cleared 
of the factories, hotels, and signs in order that the Falls might be viewed in 
a natural setting. But for many years this idea received no support. In 1870 f s 
many prominent citizses joined those who complained about conditions around the 
Falls; these included Frederick Law Olmsted, the landscape architect; Henry James, 
the famous novelist; Charles Eliot Norton, the influential editor of the Nation 
and Frederic Edwin Church, the painter of the monumental Niagara Falls.

By the end of the decade, the movement began to take effect. New York's 
governor suggested action concerning the falls in his annual message to the 
legislature in 1879; and a survey of the situation around the Falls was authorized 
The report recommended that the state purchase the lands around the Falls so 
that visitors could view the scene from a proper setting. A memorial signed 
by the Vice President of the United States, the Governor General of Canada and 
other important personages supported the report, but a new state administration 
proved unsympathetic.
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Stymied, but not defeated, the adherents of the Niagara Falls movement redoubled 
their attempts in behalf of their cause. A flood of articles and speeches 
poured forth, all of them being intended to galvanize public support. In 1883, 
the proponents of a park at the cataract formed a Niagara Falls Association, which 
quickly attracted members and created additional pressure upon the state government 
Indeed, a bill sponsored by the Association was presented to the legislature in 
the same year, and by the end of April it had been passed and signed by Governor 
Grover Cleveland. The act created a commission to choose the lands that should 
be preserved near the falls; in a relatively short time the commission had 
selected a narrow strip of land along the northeastern shore. Final success 
for the defenders of the falls came in 1885, when in April a bond issue of 
$1,000,000 was authorized to pay for the land. On July 15, the state dedicated 
the Niagara Reservation.

The formation of the Niagara Reservation stands as a tremendous victory in the 
struggle to save grand aspects of our natural scenery. Once the park had been 
created, the state removed about 150 buildings and eradicated all raceways and 
flumes from the area, certainly tangible proof of the triumph of public 
interest over private property. No one can doubt the value of New York's 
landmark action concerning Niagara Falls, or the worth of subsequent similar 
moves by other states.


