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The three story Codington County Courthouse is rectangular in shape and occupies the 
central portion of a city block near downtown Watertown. It uses a light grey stock : 
of Indiana oolitic limestone from the Bedford district. The lower level is rusticated 
while the upper two have smooth surfaces. The structure also has various projections 
at each corner.

The architectural firm of Freed, Perkins, and McWayne designed the building in the Neo­ 
classical style with some Renaissance exterior elements. The front facade displays 
eight fluted, Ionic columns that appear at the central axis of the building which is 
indented from the second to third floors. Carved in the architrave are the words 
"Codington County Courthouse" while the phrase "The Corner Stone of Civilization is the 
Law" appears on the building's attic.

The side facades have four columns while the rear is without any and has had some al­ 
terations during the middle 1960's, mostly to the windows. The only other major dif­ 
ferences in the courthouse area is the addition of a parking lot to the building's rear.

The first story windows are of the casement type with three sash and no mull ions. The 
openings at each end of the front facade have bracketed lintels and the center three 
windows on each side extend beyond the structure's plinth. Tall windows that extend 
from the second to third floors are separated by the columns and also by decorated 
panels that are used for horizontal division. These openings are of the casement 
type and have four sashes.

The front entry has a bracketed surrounding with a cartouche; this has the year 1928 
inscribed on it. Two double doors with transom also appear as do two lantern lights 
that flank the doorway.

However, the most spectacular feature of the courthouse is the interior which is one 
of the most ornate in South Dakota; it is reminiscent of Italian Renaissance design.

Richly finished in marble with harmoniously blended colors, and artistically lighted, 
the interior is at once a surprise and a delight. The building is spacious, possessing 
four floors, including the basement which is completely finished. It is carefully 
arranged for efficiency as well as artistic effect.

The marble entrance hall gives access, up a short flight of Tennessee marble steps, to 
the imposing rotunda, which is the central and most striking decorative feature of 
the building. The rotunda reaching from the ground floor to the lofty dome, is prac­ 
tically all cased in marble except for the spaces occupied by two large beautiful mural 
paintings. Arches on the second and third floors, guarded by brass railings, permit 
excellent views of the building's interior. Cathedral glass admits light at the dome 
in a manner best suited for the proper illumination of the Rotunda, while a hugh hanging 
chandelier and a series of concealed lights in the dome itself, provide a beautiful 
effect at night.

Floors throughout the courthouse are of marble and terrazza, while marble hallways 
carry the note of dignity, splendor, and permanence throughout the structure.

"Dedication Codington County Courthouse," Watertown, SD, 1929.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, the Codington County Courthouse is the best example of Neo-classic 
architecture in Watertown and one of the most ornate courthouse interiors in the state. 
In this case, the interior design exceeds the importance of the exterior; although 
that, too, is quite distinct. The building was designed by the architectural firm of 
Freed, Perkins, and McWayne.

A second significance is of course that the building has been the center of the county 
government since 1929. Over the years, various events that shape the history of the 
county have occurred within these walls.

This courthouse was a ten year dream and when finished, people proclaimed it a "palatial 
work of art." This $375,000 building is today as it was during its first years, a 
truly remarkable structure; one which the citizens of Codington County are still proud. 
Although the structure is not quite fifty years old, it is close enough and important 
enough to be placed on the National Register.
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Although the Codington County Courthouse has stood for only forty-eight years rather 
than the required fifty, its architectural importance should transcend this rule. 
Of the courthouses in the state this has probably the most ornate interior of any. 
Combine this quality with the local support and recognition of the courthouse's im­ 
portance, it should be placed on the National Register.


