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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located south of downtown Nashville is 28 acres of land known as the 
Old City Cemetery. It was opened in 1822 and by 18M-7 contained 
5,075 graves. This cemetery served as the burial place for many 
important persons during some of Tennessee's early years and thus 
contains many impressive monuments designed to befit the people whose 
final resting place they marked.

By the last of the nineteenth century with the opening of newer 
cemeteries, few new graves were opened there. The aging cemetery 
fell into disrepair as attention was focused elsewhere. In 1911 
the beautiful entrance gates were contributed by a local woman T s 
club and the city replaced a dilapidated wire fence with the handsome 
stone' wall still there.

•• •: . - • ~ :J." : . '

By the 1950 T s !fhe cemetery was a disgrace to the city, when Mayor 
Ben West initiated a restoration program. By 1959 the restoration 
was completed with streets graveled and marked as originally outlined, 
lights installed, tombstones carefully restored and recarved to the 
original, and a superintendent appointed to care for the grounds.

Today there are 23,000 people buried on 23 acres of land in this 
historic plot. The grounds contain beautiful magnolias, oak, holly, 
and various shrubs that compliment the many cast iron fences and 
marble, limestone, concrete, and fieldstone markers.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

While cemeteries are not usually subject, of nominations to the 
National Register, the Old City Cemetery in Nashville, opened in 
1822 as the city T s third cemetery, is one of the most important 
historic shrines in the community. Dr. Alfred Leland Crabb, noted 
educator and author, has called the Old City Cemetery: "One of the 
six or seven most historically interesting cemeteries in America, 
from the standpoint of the number of distinguished persons buried 
there."

Nashville T s first cemetery was the east side of the public square 
overlooking the Cumberland River. Because of difficulty in digging 
graves deep enough, a second cemetery was soon opened and was known 
as the French Lick Cemetery. It was here that General James Robertsoi, 
founder of Nashville, and his wife and son, Dr. Felix Robertson who 
was the first white child born in Nashville, were buried. Anne 
Cockrill, General Robertson T s sister who started their first school 
aboard the riverboat "Adventure," along with many other distinguished 
citizens who helped in the incorporation of Nashville had been 
buried there, but were all moved in 1822 when the new city cemetery 
was opened on the plains south of town. There is no remaining 
tangible site connected with Robertson in the area other than his 
grave.

Among other notables buried there are Mr. and Mrs. Henry Rutledge, 
both of whose parents signed the Declaration of Independence; 
Lt. Gen. Richard S. Ewell who led Lee T s Center at Gettysburg; 
Gen. William Carroll, 12 years Governor of Tennessee; William Edward 
West, artist famous for portraits of Lord Byron, Percy Byssche 
Shelly, and Henry Clay; Judge George Washington Campbell, minister 
to Russia, Congressman, Senator and Secretary of the U. S. Treasury; 
Alfred Hume, founder of Nashville Public School System; Francis B. 
Fogg, first president of the Board of Education; Capt. William 
Driver, who named the flag "Old Glory" and thus making the City 
Cemetery one of the few places in the world where the American flag 
flies twenty-four hours a day; John McNairy, first judge of the 
Mero District; Brig. Gen. Felix Zollicoffer, first Confederate 
general killed in the Civil War; Mable Lewis Imes and Ella Sheppard, 
two of the original Fisk Jubilee Singers; Charles Maddis, a young

Spaniard who was the interpreter for Andrew Jackson at New Orleans.
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Brochure, "Old City Cemetery", printed by Metropolitan Government 
of Nashville and Davidson County.

Newspaper clippings and miscellaneous items in vertical file, 
Tennessee State Library and Archives Building, Nashville.
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8. Significance (cont.)

This cemetery was the original burying place for President James K. 
Polk in 18M-9 but his body was moved after 11 months, one week to his 
home, and, finally moved in 1893 to his final resting place on the 
Tennessee State C apitol grounds.

These are but a few of the famous and well known who are buried in 
this cemetery. At least twenty Nashville mayors along with seven 
Revolutionary War veterans and other noted educators, soldiers, 
ministers, artists, civic leaders, and "just plain folk" - both black 
and white - rest in this serene area. William Strickland, noted 
American architect and designer of the Tennessee State Capitol, 
designed at least one of the most beautiful tombs in the Cemetery. 
It is of simple Greek design, capped by a Roman arch in which stands 
a small urn.

Several thousands of visitors come from all sections of the United 
States and foreign counties each year to visit this historic 
cemtery. The city of Nashville and the local people are very proud 
of this portion of their heritage and the care given the area reflects 
this. However, the cemetery is located in an area that is in tran­ 
sition from residential to commercial usage and must be safeguarded 
as the necessary changes are made in the neighborhood.


