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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Freewill Baptist Church is a clapboarded structure supported on a cut
stone foundation, It is gable-front and has corner pilasters carrying a partial
entablature terminating in abbreviated returns on gable ends.

The front (west) elevation has two four-panel doors with wide architraves and
simple corner blocks, Between them is a central 8/8 sash window with molded casing
exactly like the three second story windows above which lizht the cantilevered
gallery. There are four 16/12 windows with molded casings on each side elevation,
On the rear (east) face are two first story windows and a gable light.

The belfry, located forward on the ridege, dominates the church's design, It

rests on-a clapboarded tower with corner pilasters supportinz an entablature,

The belfry itself is square in plan and sided with flushboarding. Rectangular
openings are louvered, Corner pilasters carry an entablature and cross gable roof
crowned by a weathervane, It contains the original church bell,

This structure's overall simplicity of design is reflected in its interior
fittings as well, There is a vestibule in the front of the building which
includes a set of gallery stairs in each corner, The straight pews are arranged
in a manner creating two side aisles, Only a molded chair rail adorns the planed
plank wainscoting, A low pulpit of simple design is located against the rear
(east) wall, 01d gas lighting fixtures hang from the ceiling in the center of
the room and from either side of the pulpit., There are also wall sconces to
either side of the pulpit and a lamp on the reading surface, The graining on
pew railings and pulpit railings dates from the first half of the 19th century.

In 1847 the pew doors were removed and it is believed that the present pulpit
may date from this time, Few changes have been made since the mid-19th century.
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The First Freewill Baptist Church is typical of early 19th century ecclesiastical
architecture of New England and also serves as a fundamental visual anchor at
Gilman's Corner, Additionally, it is one of the surviving structures at what

was the original town center.

Located in the geographical center of the town,

the church's steeple was visible for many miles and was used as a navigational

ald by steamships on Lake Winnipesaukee,
worship at the Baptist church in Alton,

After 1860 many parishoners left to
Since at least 1885 the building has

been maintained by non-demoninational efforts as the advent of the railroad

reinforced the shift of the village center to the valley,
regular minister since about the turn of the century.

There has bsen no
The church had fallen

into disrepair when the East Alton Community Association organized in the late

1920's to raise funds for the structure’s maintenance,

an excellent state of preservation,

The building is now in
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