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Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Hbosac Street School

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number ?n Hnnl;ar Strppt N/Y\l not for publication

city, town Arlam<; N//\| vicinity

state MA code MA couty  Rerkshire code 003 zip code 01220

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
fx| private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I public-local I Idistrict 1 Q - buildings
| | public-State e site . sites
I | public-Federal | Istructure . structures

| |object Q . objects

Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Numbér of contributing resources previously
m listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, ! hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In mv opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date (

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission:
Sae or Federal agency ad bureau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

Slate or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[*entered in the National Register.
I"See continuation sheet,
n determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet,
undetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
I lother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6 Function or ke Hbosac Street School. Adans. Massachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Education:  school donestic: nultiple dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification (Vl1aterials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation granite
walls brick
r.olonial Revival
Queen Anne roof slate
other N/A

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Hbosac Street School, at 20 Hbosac Street in Adans, Massachusetts, was
erected in 1887. The building faces south on aflat | ot bounded on the south
and west sides by paved streets. @ the north side is aparking [ot with
space for eighteen vehicles. The school building is set back from Hsac
Street about 24 feet, while the distance to MIl St. inthe west andto the
abutting property (Adans Bakery, ca. 1940) in the east is about 25 feet.
There is a largeyard inthe rear inwhich the parking | ot is |ocated.

The nei ghborhood surrounding the Hbosac Street School is a mx of one and
two-story residential and conmercial buildings dating tothe late 19th and
eat;ly 20th centuries. Directly across the street from the school are the
Saint Stamlaus Kosta Church, school, and rectory, which were erected after
the nomnated school was constructed. The view out of the school's west

w ndows i s a spectacul ar and uni npeded view of M. Geylock, the highest peak
in Massachusetts.

The Colonial Revival style Hbosac Street School is a 2-1/2-story brick
structure, 7 bays by 4 bays, with a nmoderately pitched, slate, hi ﬁped r oof
with §||ght|>flhpr01 ectingcenter gables (south and north facing) that extendto
the ridge. ere is a 12-foot-high bell cupola centered onthe ridge. In
addition, there are dorners on the east andiwest ends of the roof from which
interior chimmeys protrude. The structuresits on arough granite foundation
and has a raised basenent and ful | attic.

The roof extends past the end of the buil ding to formaw de-eaved wooden
over hang whi ch is decorated wi th wooden nodillions onall four sides.

Li kewi se, a band of corbelled brickwork runs the | ength of the cornice jus
beneath the nodi | lions. Decorative brick belt courses al so delineate e
story. Wod shingles decorate the center gables, as well asthhose on the

dorners and the front porch.

[x~I See continuation sheet
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THE FACDES

South: The south or front facade features a central pedimented gable,
shingle-sheathed, that extends over the three bays of window and door-openings
to define the frontispiece. Sheltering the entrance is a small Queen
Anne-style porch (recently reconstructed), its gable roof clad in shingles and
trimmed with modillions which echoes the gable above. Spindlework and turned
supports and balusters complete the porch ornamentation. The entrance is
reached by a short flight of granite steps. On both sides of the porch are
small rounded-arch 1/1 windows set within roundheaded recesses. On the
second story,pi 1 asters and corbelled modillions define the three bays beneath
the gable. The center bay contains paired 4/4 sash surmounted by a fan of
stained glass, creating a Palladian-style window. Elongated double-hung sash
on either side are set within rounded-arch window openings.

On either side of the projecting frontispiece on both floors there are two
bays of 2/2 transom-topped windows. The raised basement is lit by simple
sliding windows, modem replacements. Window openings are defined by a
segmental arch-

North: The north rear facade duplicates the south except tha-t originally
there was no porch on this side. (One has been added in the recent

rehabil iataion for safety reasons.) Two small wooden sheds were added on
either side of the rear entrance at an unknown date. The dilapidated
structures were removed and reconstructed by the developer, one replaced by
storage, the other for handicapped access. In the pediment, what was once an
attic window is now filled in.

East: The east elevation has four bays with 2/2 sash windows with transoms on
the first and second stories and two-panel half windows on the basement floor
(these are replacements). The pedimented dormer has two small 6/6 windows.
Between these windows the dormer is panelled with a small decorative medalion.
West: A chimney about the width of the panelled area protrudes from the
dormer roof. The west elevation is identical to the east.

THE INTERIOR

The entire interior of the school has been altered to accomnodate use of the
building as twelve apartments. Originally there were two identical floors of
four classrooms around a center hall. Front and rear stair wells led to the
basement where four more rooms were located. Ore apartment has been created
in each of the twelve rooms. The tall ceilings in the classrooms have been
lowered. The wide open stairways with their pressed tin walls and ceilings
and wide moldings have been retained by the developer. The high ceilings in
the central hallways on each floor have also been retained. Firedoors now
separate these hallways from the stairwells.

continued



NPS Form 10-9004 OMB Vo. 1024-0018
Expires 10-31-87

United States Department off the Interior

National Park Service W NPSuwonhf
National Register off Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Hoosac Street School,
Continuation sheet ~ Adans, Massachusetts ltem numt?ef 7 Page 2
ARCHAEODGY

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, it is
possible that sites are present. Located in close proximity to the Hoosac
River and several of its tributary streams, the area would have provided
seasonal resources attractive for native settlement and subsistence. At least
four known sites are located within close proximity (one mile) to the school
with several other sites in the general area. A small pond, now filled, was
originally located northerly of the school building, which may have made this
particular parcel of land a favorable location for native settlement. Any
surviving sites would be important in documenting the patterns of prehistoric
occupation within the town and along the Hoosac drainage, both of which are
unknown at this time.

There is also significant historical and archaeological potential at the
school site. This property was originally part of a farm which dated prior to
the Revolutionary War. The original farmhouse was located across the street
from the school. Also located on the farm was a brickyard reportedly on or
near the school site. Further documentary studies and archaeological testing
could help to determine whether or not structural remains exist on the school
from the farmstead or claypit operation. Eighteenth century
occupation-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) iray also exist.
Analysis of structural and feature remains would assist is defining the
social, cultural and economic factors that characterized early rural life in
Adams.



8. Statement of Significance Hoosac Street School, Adams. Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally [H] statewide locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [KJA LJB {T\C | |D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 1ZJA QC e £ Q F
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Education 1887-1937
Social History
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

Charles T. Rathbun
Wl ters and Ful | er

Stale significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Hbosac Street School, Adans, retains integrity of design, setting,
location, materials and worknanship as well as significant associationwth
the devel opment of education inthe town andthe assimlation of inmgrants.
It served as atraining facility for the town's teachers and, because of its
| ocation, provided education tothe offspring of the children of prom nent
famlies as well as those of the ever?row' ng nunber of inmgrants. The
building is aclassic exanple of sinple Colonial Revival-style school
architecture. It neets Criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic
Paces on the local |evel.

The Hbosac Street School building derives its historical significance fromthe
role it played in the devel oping educational needs of the conmunity of Adans.
The school's devel opnent reflects the growing needs of a small New Engl and
mll tow. The changes that were taking place in nany New England towns, as
the evolution froman agricultural toan industrial society proceeded in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, arereflected in Adans’ devel opnent. In
1886, the Adans School Conmttee faced the fact that the burgeoning school
pogul ation had created serious overcrowding inthe existing elenmentary

school s, and voted t oerect a new school near the center of town. >
Subsequent|y, the town voted tobuild an eight-room school house on |and
purchased from Wlson D Carpenter for $1,850. The location on Hosac Street
gave the school its nane. T.C Rathbun, an architect whose office was in
Pittsfield, was hired todraw up plans for the building, which was erectedand
conpleted i n1887 at atotal cost of about $20, 000.

At sone point prior to Carpenter's ownership of the land, the property on
which the school was later erected was part of the large farnstead of Dani el
Staples. Staples' farnmhouse, built prior to the Revolutionary Vdr, stood
across the street. (The farnhouse was denolished in 1911to nake roomfor the
extant St. Stanislaus Kostlea Hall.) The brickyard of Qairman and @. which
provided bricks for the construction of the Renfrewtextile m 11--later the
Adans Arnold Print Wrks--also stood on the farnstead and operated

cont enporaneously with the farm into the 1860s when the |and was subdi vi ded

for residential and other uses.” However, no associated buildings are k/r\lovxn to

have stood on the exact site of the Hbosac School . ryin .
See continuation shee



9. Major Bibliographical References

Adans, Tom of. Report of the School Gormttee 1886-1935 Adans-Cheshire
Regional District Ofice.

Hoffnan, MIdred, interview My 8 1985.
Northern Berkshire Registry of Deeds, Adans, Miss. Records.

I |See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

n preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested fx| State historic preservation office
[*previously listed in the National Register I |Other State agency
[ 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register 0 Federal agency oo r r
Q designated a National Historic Landmark 1 ILocal government
I Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I I'University SR
Survey # e other . - A
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering - . Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts Historical Commission

Inventory #100
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property  Less than one acre

QJAD North Adans SCALE- 1: 25000

UTM References

A LL8J 16|5|4]6|l,0 14]7]2]0]7,0,0] B 7L ;L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

1.1:1.1
Q See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
See Assessor''s Mp.

| 1See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The nom nat ed goperty includes all the land historically associated withthe
Hoosac Street School .

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Hulda Hardrnan Jowett/North Adams Hist. Comm. w/David R. Zarowin/MHC

organization Ma<:";arhii«;ptt<; Historical Commission date July 27, 1987

street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state _MA zip code 6
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The fact that the school population of Adams nearly doubled in the decade
before 1886 reflects two_social changes. First, the law now required students
to stay in school until they reached the age of 14. Secondly, the town's
rapid industrial growth brought a similar rise in the population. The
school's location near the textile mills meant the classes were filled with
children from the mill housing nearby. The Superintendent of Schools at the
time, Walter P. Beckwith, conmented in his 1887 annual report on the improved
child labor laws and the resulting increase in the nunber of students. Later
when state child labor laws were amended to require children to attend school
until the age of 16, the Hoosac Street School held evening "continuation”
classes that enabled the mill owners to have children work during the day and
still attend school for the time required by law. During the early 1900s, as
increasing nimbers of itimigrants arrived from southern and eastern Europe,
"Americanization" classes were held at the Hoosac Street School, reflecting
the nativism prevalent at the time. While many of the students were mill
operatives or had parents working as operatives, the Hoosac Street School also
was attended by children from the wealthier classes. Local historians suggest
that several graduates of the Hoosac School went on to become local political
leaders.

From the beginning, the Hoosac School was a training facility for the town's
elementary teachers, drawing first from the brightest high school women
graduates and then from the North Adams Normal School. Enroliment was high
from an early date and remained so even after two additional elementary
schools--the Renfrew School and the Commercial Street School—were established
in the 1890s. In addition to these elementary schools, Adams had a high
school, the Academy, as early as the 1850s. Another public high school, the
Plunkett School (how the town's middle school), was established in the early
1920s. Yet another high school, the Memorial School (how a primary school),
was built in 1953, while the present-day high school was built in 1970. In
the early 1970s enrollment began to fall at the Hoosac Street School as upper
grades~5 and 6~were conbined in the middle school. The Hoosac Street School
closed,in 1981,when all the town's elementary schools were consolidated at the
Memorial School. When the Hoosac School closed there were 157 students in
grades K-4.

The Hoosac Street School is a well-preserved emalgamation of Queen Anne and
Colonial Revival styles. It incorporates some Queen Anne details such as the
spindlework details on the south entry porch, the decorative brick patterns,
and the pattern surfaces of the wood shingle on the gable and dormers. The
Palladian windows and the rounded arch windows over the north and south
entrances have large panes of glass surrounded by smaller ones, also a Queen
Anne detail.

continued
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The structure is one of three surviving school buildings constructed in late
19th century Adams. The other two, the Renfrew School and the Commercial
Street School were built in a similar style and also survive. All contracting
work on the Hoosac Street School was done by local firms. George Dollar did
stonework, Walters and Fuller the brickwork, and James Flemming, the wood
construction. All were reputable businessmen responsible for some of the work
done on town mil 1s.
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Section number Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Nunber: 8700aa?it Date Listed: 2/ 10/ 88
Hoosac Street School ' Bar kshire > M A
Property Nane County StaTe?

Mul tipl e Nane

This property is listed i nthe National Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation docunentation
subject tothe followi ng exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nom nation documentation.

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action

Arended Iltems i nNom nation:

The area of significance for architecture is justified and
indicated by criterion G however, architecture as an applicable
area of significance was inadvertently not entered as i t should
have been.

This information was confirmed with AnnTait, Survey & Inventory
Coordinator, MASHPQ by telephone on February 1, 1988.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)



WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Hoosac Street School
Berkshire County

MASSACHUSETTS workingNo. LS 28 1987

Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: n
Action: __ ?rACCEPT

LU resubmission .RETURN.

CU nomination by person or local government .REJECT.

CU owner objection Federal Agency:

CU appeal

Substantive Review: CU sample CU request * appeal NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

m./Criti
AN
Date.
tinuation sheet
AN dAUN cLen e con
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? *  vyes no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered e original site
CU good I lruins altered moved date.

CUfair | 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

n summary paragraph
CU completeness

CU clarity

CU alterations/integrity
| ldates

| Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CU summary paragraph

CU completeness

CU clarity

CU applicable criteria

CU justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource

e context

CU relationship of integrity to significance
CU justification of exception

CU other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450
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The Commonweskh of Massachusdts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vaerie A. Tamage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

December 22, 1987
Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127
Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties:
Adams, Hoosac Street School, 20 Hoosac Street
Boston (Jamaica  Plain), District 13 Police  Sation, 28 Seaverns Avenue
Cambridge  (Cambridge MRA), George Gale House, 14-16 Clinton Street
Shelbume and Buckland, Shelburne Falls  Historic District
They have been voted €ligible by the Sate Review Board and have been signed
by the Sate Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
Sate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date.
Sncerely,
Betsy Friedberg L J
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
BF/es
Enclosure

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



