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The Bennies Hill Road Bridge spans Catoctin Creek southwest of Middletown,
Frederick County, Maryland, on Bennies Hill Road, at the base of Bennies Hill.

It is an iron bowstring pony truss bridge in a single span 94 feet in length
and 14 feet 8 inches in width, built circa 1880 by the King Iron Bridge Manufacturing
Company of Cleveland, Ohio, The structure is set on two abutments; the one on the
west bank is a replaced reinforced concrete pier installed in summer 1977, the other is
an original random stone abutment with wing walls. The entire structure, including
new steel stringers, new wood planking, and a coat of paint was rehabilitated during
the summer of 1977,

It is believed that a wood truss bridge originally stood in the present Tocation
of Bennies Hill Bridge. Certainly by the flood of June, 1889, there were several
iron truss bridges located south of Middletown as documented by this entry in the
Frederick County Commissioners Minutes of Friday, August 16, 1889: "Messrs. Miller,

Hightman, Madell, and Eyler took carriage and proceeded. to Middletown Valley to examine
thé bridges that had been damaged south of Middletown."l: Immediately after the flood the

Commissiongrs had sent for an "expert or good mechanic" from the ging Iron Bridge
Manufacturing Company and the Canton Wrogght Iron Bridge Company,“ and later authorized
$75,000 to be borrowed to build bridges.:

1 Frederick County Commissioners Minutes, Friday, August 16, 1889, p. 43.
2 1bid., Tuesday, June 4, 1889, p. 30.

3 Ibid., Friday, June 28, 1889, p. 37.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bennies Hi11l Road Bridge is the larger of two bowstring arch truss bridges
in the county. Since the destruction of the Keysville Road Bridge, a twin arch column
bridge, and relocation of the Detour Bridge, the Bennies Hill Road Bridge and Crum Road
Bridge are the only two known bow arch bridges in Maryland situated in their original
Tocation. As such, the preservation of these bridges is important in documenting the
history of bridge engineering design in Frederick County and the State of Maryland.

The bowstring arch truss bridge was a popular design for the King Iron Bridge
and Manufacturing Company. Its founder, Zenas King, patented the Tubular Arch Bridge
in 1859, and the company began manufacturing bridges at the rate of approximately
twenty-five per year. But by 1874 when the company's catalog was published, 250 to 300
bridges in Tubular Arch style were being built a year. By 1884 King Iron Bridge and
Manufacturing Company was one of the largest highway bridge works in the United States.l
There are two other bridges in Frederick Connty known to have been built by the company
and one more is attributed. However, the Bennies Hill Road Bridge is by far one of
the finest examples of early iron truss bridge construction remaining in Frederick
County, Maryland.

1 pan Deibler, Metal Truss Bridges in Virginia, 1865-1932,
(Virginia Highway and Transportation Research Council, 1975), p. 35.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The acreage immediately surrounds the bridge consisting of a rectangle 19.4 feet
long and 50 feet wide crossing the Catoctin Creek at Bennies Hill Road.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[B1FORM PREPARED BY Tkm
NAME / TITLE
Cherilyn Widell
ORGANIZATION DATE
Frederick County Historic Preservation : January 17, 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Wi s 3 12 -
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Frederick Maryland 21701

EBJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE_X_ LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE Q%% C/~ Z 3 "77

TITLE  STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OF?%EER DATE

GPO 892.453




Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

Bennies Hill Road Bridge
Frederick County
CONTINUATION SHEETMaryland ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE ]

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Deibler, Dan. Metal Truss Bridges in Virginia, 1865-1932. Vol. I.
Virginia Highway and Transportation Research Council, 1975.

Jackson, Donald. "Railroads, truss bridges and the rise of the civil engineer."
Civil Engineering (October, 1977), 97-101.

Meeting minutes of the Frederick County Commissioners, 1882-1889.

Thef?rederick Examiner, Wednesday, September 13, 1854.




Ny umd | PPIW 555 s o oo
Y313W { 0

| I S T I . |

|

oL = = =
1334 000L 0009 0005 000 000E 0002 0001

IIIII




