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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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13 

I 1. Town Worcester 

o .)ri Address 21̂ .0 Main Street 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Name 01<̂  State Mutual Bui lding 

Present use bank 

Barry L« Kroclc and 
Present owner Beverley R» Gold 

6 Headowbroolc Hd» 
3. Description: Worcester 

Date 1870 
01 • 8 J 

: • ' ^ R o l l 27 
l, Source . ex ter ior date, plaque 

".' -Style' Second Empire 

Map. Draw sketch of building location 
'" • in relation to nearest cross streets and : 

other buildings. Indicate north. 

Architect unknovm 

'Exterior wall fabric g ran i te* . 

. ; "Outbuildings (describe) none 

• < 
. r.i lie ' > 

1. I" . • • . . * 

• : I K I ; 

,other features s l i g h t c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n 

arched windows, l a a i c p i l a s t e r s , 
• mansard roof With ddKiisr, remnant 

pf i ron r a i l i n g as cres t ing 
. entry movea in ~. -

. Altered center bay bate 19^03? 
" . . . . . . • . , . r • . ' 

• - Moved no • Date- : ' 
Assessors* Book 27~p727 

, , O T M • 5. Lot size: Lot 21 3*713 S q . f t . 

' - ' ••' . • 'V One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 25* 

Approximate distance of building from street 

10» 
• - ' S , Ceccacc i and 

.';-.;.7 ! ..xn '< s. -Recorded b y ' B . R . P f e i f f e r ' 

• - '• Organization • Wore." Heritage P r e s . Soc 

Date November I977 

(over) 

•^ritr ry rjrj 



„ ' . 7 , , , S ta te M ut ua l L i f e Insurance Company 7. Original owner (if known) " 

Original use__ nrr^r.f^a f n r Sta-hft M i i t i m l ^ wnfeil 1ft07 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates bank and o f f i c e s , preseait 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal ^ Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural ' Education Religion 
Architectural x Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts . . settlement _____ invention 
Commerce , x Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

..One of the few Second Enipire style blocks remaining in Worcester's 
cawmerclal district, the Old State Mutual Building i s a three and one-half 
storey brick structure, faced with dressed granite. The building»3 three-
bay facade is arranged symmetrically about a shallow central pavilion 
which rises to a low pediment bearing the date "1870". At the f i r s t storey 
bays are separated by Ionic pilasters and at the second and third stories 
by pilasters with moulded capitals. The building's mansard roof contains 
a single dormer with a segmented pediment. Of surprisingly formal design 
for so small a building, the Old State Mutual Building i s one of Worcester's 
finest Second Empisie style buildings. 

Incorporated in March of l8ijJ4., the State Mutual Life Insurance Congjany 
was the fifth l i f e insurance company to be established in the United States. 
Business began on June 1, iQk^ with "a guaranteed capital of $100,000 
which" was "retired" in June of 1865 after which the company was run as a 
"purely mutual" concern. An Important local business, the firm's founders 

- and directors were among the city's most prominent citizens. From iQk^ 
until his death in 1853» Governor John Davis was president of the company, 
followed by Isaac Davis (1853-1882) and Governor Alexamder H. Bullock 
(who died in the same month he assumed the position of president). Indus­
t r i a l i s t Phillip L. Moen (1883) and Col. A.G. Biaiock (1883-1910). 

The business»s earliest location was at 100 Main Street "In (the) roar 
of the old Central Bank," Around I870 the firm formed a real estate part­
nership with the Merchants' and Farmers' Fire Insurance Conxpany to build 
the block at #2i}.0 Main. The two companies shared space In the building 

10, Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) ^„ 

^ from i t s completion In I872 until the late I88OS, when 
State Mutual took over use of the whole structure. By l89i4- State Iftxtual 
had outgrown the' I670 block and had begun construction on a much larger 
buildiag to which i t s headquarters moved after 1897# 3i|-0 Main Street 
'(see Form 116-CBD-23) 
Worcester Commercial Magazine, vol. I , no.9# Jan. 1893# P«33U- (article 

and photos) 
Nutt, C. History of Worcester, vol. I I , pp. 1023-1024. 



TECHNICAL . CONTROL 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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