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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
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01
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Map. Draw sketch of building location
* inrelation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.
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Form no.
116-CBD-
13

IQ Area no.

1. Town W or cester

Address 20 Main Street
Name 0l<* State Mutual Building

Present use bank

Barry L« Kroclc and
Beverley R» Gold
6 Headowbroolc Hd»

Present owner

3. Description: W or cester
Date 1870
" I, Source .exterior date, plaque
" -Style Second Empire
Architect unknovm
'‘Exterior wall fabric granite*
., "Outbuildings (describe) none

,other features slight central pavilion
arched windows, laaic pilasters,

* mansard roof With ddKiisr, remnant
pf iron railing as cresting

entry movea in
center bay

. Altered bate 197037

- _Moved no o Dae
Assessors* Book 27~-p727
5 Lotsize Lot 21 3*713 Sq.ft.

Ore acre or less X  Over one acre

Approximate frontage 25*
Approximate distance of building from street

10»
S, Ceccacci and

S 1 . Xn < s -Recorded by'B.R. Pfeiffer

(over)

Aritr -ty rjrj

e - '» Organization* Wore." Heritage Pres. Soc

Date November 1977



7 |Ori'g?nal owner (if known) State Mutual Life Insurance Company

Original use nrr~r.fra fnr Stachft Miitiml® wnfeil 1ft07
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  bank and offices, preseait

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal A Conservation Recreation
Agricultural ' Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts oo settlement invention
Commerce : X Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

..Qe of the few Second Enipire style blocks remaining in Wrcester's
cawrerclal district, the Od State Mitual Building i s a three and one-half
storey brick structure, faced with dressed granite. The buil di ng»3 three-
bay facade i s arranged symetrically about a shallow central pavilion
which rises to a low pedinment bearing the date "1870". At the first storey
bays are separated by lonic pilasters and at the second and third stories
by pilasters with noul ded capitals. The building' s nmansard roof contains
a single dorner with a segnented pedinment. s.urdprlsynglyforrral desi gn
for so small a building, the Od State Mutual Building i s one of Wrcester's
finest Second Enpisie style buildings.

Incorporated in March of [8jJ4, the State Mutual Life Insurance Cbngéany
was the fifth life insurance conpany to be established in the United States.
Busi ness began on June 1, iQk* with "a guaranteed capital of $100, 000
which" was “"retired" in June of 1865 after which the conpany was run as a
"purely mutual" concern. An Inportant |ocal business, the firms founders

- and directorswere anong the city's nmost promnent citizens. From iQk"
until his death in 1853» Governor John Davis was president of the conpany,
followed by I|saac Davis (1853-1882) and Governor Al exanmder H Bul | ock

(who died 1 n the same nonth he assuned the gosytl.on of president). Indus-
trialist Phillip L. Mben (1883) and Col. A Bi ai ock (1883-1910

The busi ness»s earliest [ocationwas at 100 Main Street "In (the) roar
of the old Central Bank," Around |870 the firmfornmed a real estate part-
nership with the Merchants' and Farmers' Fire Insurance Gnxpany to build
the block at #}.0 Main. The two conpanies shared space I n the building

10, B bliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early naps, etc.) A,
Aromitsconpletion In 1872 until the late 18805, when
State Miutual took over use of the whole structure. By 18%4 State Iftxtual
had outgrown the' 1670 block and had begun construction on a nuch | arger
buil diag to which it sheadquarters noved after 1897# 3|-0 Main Street
'(see  Form116- CBD 23)

Wor cester Commer ci al Magazine, vol. |, no. 9% Jan. 1893# R33U (article
. and phot 0s)
Nutt, C History of Wircester, vol. |, pp. 1023-1024.
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



