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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In outward appearance, the City Hall is very little changed
from its original state. Interiors have been altered through
the years to provide space for various offices and modern
renovations.

The structure is constructed of fired red brick; presumably
upon stone foundations. Joists for floors and ceilings are

of wood as is the exterior trim., The building is two storied
with a basement. Total swuare footage of the interior, includ-
ing the basement space, is 13,900 square feet. In plan, as
inyolume, the building presents a long rectangular mass with
the narrow facade fronting the street.

On the ground floor is housed fire fighting equipment. The
City Hall was constructed to serve the community as office
space and as a fire station. Three round headed arches en-
close recessed doors and form the ground floor fenestration
at the street. The central doorway is larger than the other
two doors which flank either side of it; thus providing access
for the fire fighting equipment.

Separating the second story fenestration from that of the
ground floor is an entablature utilizing brackets, dental
range and a frieze. Above this horizontal element are the
four second story windows, double-hung with two panes each.
Segmented surrounds ending in brackets enclose each window.
Another entablature/frleze similar to the one described above
separates the second floor fenestration from the ornamental
roof pediment. This same frieze projects out from the build-
ing's plane and turns the corners to form a cornice detail.

The roof pediment is a Victorian adaptation of a Renaissance

design. It is a stepped affair and is not triangular, strict-
ly speaking; although it rises to a pointed apex. Four closed
urns top the structure. All trim is done in white. |

Fenestration on the sides and in the back of the building is |
held to an absolute minimum. Probably, the building abutted
or was in very close proximity to adjacent structures. Today,
it stands alone except for much smaller and lower structures
(a jail and a shed) which are attached to it.

The overall style is done in the Victorian idiom as it was

simplified and adapted to the western territorial scene. Detail-

ing involves borrowings from several of the Renaissance modes.

The building is apparently well maintained and is structurally
sound .

43S

SNOILDONAYLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

ore as Appropriate)
[J Pre-Columbian}| [ 16th Century [3 18th Century [ 20th Century

] 15th Century ] 17th Century 19th Century
'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1883
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -(Check One or More as Appropriate) :
Abor iginal [ Education [ Political O Urban Plunnmg ’
[} Prehistoric [0 Engineering [ Religion/Phi. > D Ot}ler (§p¢cify)
[J Historic [ Industry losophy i x’c
[ Agriculture [] Invention [] Science o 3
X Architecture [0 Landscape [J Seulpture o e
O At Architecture O Social/Human- L AR "
[0 Commerce [J Literature itarian Lo /
[ Communications . O Military [] Theater " T
[0 Conservation ] Music [0 Transportation \\“,\; ‘L_..’

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Tombstone Clty Hall is a "core' element within a designated
National Histotric Landmark, Tombstone. Architecturally, it

has only two other rivals approachlng its size and

quality in the town; the restored Scheffelin Hall and the
Tombstone Courthouse. The size of these three buildings makes
them imposing elements among the smaller structures.

The City Hall was designed by a local architect, Frank Walker,
and built by a local contractor, William M. Constable. A con-
temporary issue of the Tombstone Epitaph noted the cost of

the new governmental building as being $10,000 and welcomed

the addition to the Tombstone skyline. The actual costs exceede
the Epitaph's report and amounted to  $11,490. Completion

of the building was scheduled for January 23, 1883; although

it is generally believed that the City Hall was completed near
the end of 1882.

The City Hall is an important architectural element of the
Tombstone scene and is still continuing its original function
for that community.
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Tombstone Epitaph, January 20,

Arizona State University School of Architecture Survey, 1969

1882

Journal of Arizona History, Autumn, 1965

Interview by students with Theda Medigovich, local historian
and civic leader.
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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