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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Austin H a l l , b u i l t 1881-1883, i s the second Harvard University building 
designed by H.H. Richardson. A basic T plan was used i n the execution of th 
structure B u i l t to house the law school. The two storey cental mass with 
t r i p l e arched entrance porch and small c i r c u l a r s t a i r tower i s flanked by a 
pair of simpler, single storey wings. Extending behind the central section, 
a two^storey reading room wing forms the base of the T. The entire building 
i s constructed i n l i g h t and dark colored Longmeadow sandstone, with the exced> 
t i o n of the yellow Ohio sandstone used i n the arches surrounding the entrance 
The foundation, s t r i n g course, s i l l s , l i n t e l s and cornice are b u i l t of the 
l i g h t sandstone while the dark stone i s used for the rest of the bearing 
wall structure. 

Tha main facade of the central mass i s dominated by the three arches 
over the recessed entrance p-^rch. Above i t on the second storey level a 
row of t a l l narrow windows separated by rectangular stone mullion crosses 
the facade. A broad l i n t e l and a continuous s i l l , above and below the seconc! 
storey windows, runs across the facade and around the building. Below the 
s i l l i s a wide band of stone l a i d i n a checkerboard pattern. S t i l l further 
down the facade to the l e f t of the t r i p l e arch, a s t r i n g course of l i g h t 
cuts across the top t h i r d of the three narrow f i r s t storey windows. This 
course i s actually an extension of the continuous s i l l below the range of 
windows on the l e f t ving. A two storey semi-attached s t a i r tower breaks thrc^ugh, 
the h o r i z o n t a l i t y of the facade j u s t to the r i g h t of the entrance arches. 
Three narrow s l i t windows follow the progress of the s t a i r s on the f i r s t f 
of the tmrer while two rows of smaller windows are situated on the second 
storey. The continuous l i n t e l and s i l l bordering the large second storey 
windows continue around the tower. F i n a l l y , the hipped roof over the main 
part of the building i s considerably higher than the roofs of the wings. 
This added height further emphasizes the main blosk of the building i n re­
l a t i o n to the wings. 
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The s i m p l i c i t y of the two side wings contrasts with the more elaborate 
design of the main facade. Each i s smaller and lower and i n t y p i c a l Richard­
son manner contains a single s t r i p of windows placed high on the facade, 
d i r e c t l y beneath the hipped roof. The stone wall on each i s uninterrupted 
from the ground to the s i l l below t h i s range of windows. The rear facades 
of these wings repeat the design of the f r o n t . The end wall of each wing i s 
dark stone from foundation to cornice, with the exception of a broad checker-

d band and a large decorative panel of l i g h t stone. 

^he complexity of i t s design, the rear of the central mass, which 
s th ^ r e a d i n g room extension, l i e s somewhere between the main facade and 

l^^^72?-ngSj\ The t a l l second storey windows used on the fro n t appear again a l ] 
the way arpund the rear of the central mass, and together with the l i g h t 
l^libne of ~t|he foundation, s t r i n g course, l i n t e l s and cornice, these windows 
of f e r ttiife/only other break i n the dark ashlar walls. I n each of the reentrarlt 
anglp^O^'^rmed where :he reading room projects from the main mass of the 
b^^idihg, Richardson has introduced a curved wall which articulates the two 

ci r c u l a r foyers of the main lecture h a l l . 
The only change i n the exterior of Austin i s the recent addition of a 

small, single storey entra; ce of copper and glass on the northerly face of tlje 
easl-.prn w i n g a1- jnrtr-t-inn r->f t h o wi n g anrl t.ho n n n t r n l mnnn. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Austin Hall was constructed i n 1881-1883 to house the Law School of 
Harvard University. This i s the second Harvard building designed by H.H. 
Richardson, who i s generally considered the f i r s t great architect to work 
l i T a t r u l y American idiom, the style of architecture known as American or 
Richardsonian Romanesque. Eic' ardson i s best known for his massive, monu­
mental works of stone and brick and for his use of very low arches which 
r i s e , i n Syrian s t y l e , almost from the ground. Although influenced by the 
Romanseque architecture of Southern France, Richardson's style i s a new 
combination of design elements, widely imitated by his contemporaries and 
by la t e r architects as we l l . 

Austin Hall i s the only stone academic building Richardson ever did aijid 
according to Professor Henry Russell Hitchcock "one of Richardson's greatest 
works." When he b u i l t Austin and Sever Halls, "Richardson repaid his debi; 
to Harvard by constructing the only two buildings i n Cambridge worthy to 
stand w i t ^ those of the eighteenth and the f i r s t decades of the nineteenth 
century." 

The asymmetrical balance achieved i n the main facade of Austin Hall i ; 
c haracteristic of much of Richardson's architecture. The building has a 
strong horizontal emphasis i n the long range of second story windows, the 
broad continuous l i n t e l above them and the continuous s i l l below(which ex 
tends to form the eaves of the two wings). Subtler points of emphasis inc 
the horizontal l i n e formed by the capitals of the entrance arches and the 
st r i n g course that runs across the facade to the l e f t of the arches. The 
semi-attached s t a i r tower counter-balances t h i s h o r i z o n t a l i t y ; the 
arches over the entrance and the shape of the windows, sepecially those on 
the second f l o o r , restate the v e r t i c a l accent of the tower. F i n a l l y , the 
deeply recessed entrance porch draws the eye, keeping the visual center of 
.he facade low and quite close to i t s geometric center. 

I n t e r i o r decoration i s also part of the significance of Austin Hall. 
Romanesque arches and wainscoting of the f i r s t f l o o r and the fireplace 

v^tluclj3ughout speak for Richardson's competence i n i n t e r i o r design and ornameii 
t ^ i o n . The dragons and wild boars' heads carved i n the exposed t i e beams 

j ^ a ^ v e the reading room are indicative of i n t e r i o r work closely supervised 
b"̂ ' Richardson himself. I n describing the fireplace i n the same reading room 

>^^ofessor Hitchcock states that i t "has decoration, which i n d e t a i l of des ign 
and execution, represents the highest point of Richardson's achievement i n 
ornament." 

"''Henry Russell Hitchcock, The Architecture of H.H.Richardson and His 
Times ( Cambridge: MIT Press, 1966), p. 232. 
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'Ibid, p. 232. Ibid, p. TJT. 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
NATIONAL P.'.rK - '̂SVICE 

MASSACHUSETTS H ^ L 

CAMBwiitiE, JSASSASIHS^T* 021(3̂  

June 1 , 1972 

Dear Mr. Davoren: 

Thanks so much for your l e t t e r informing us that the National 
Park Service has put Austin Hall on i t s National Register of Historic 
Places. We are pleased by this recognition. 

.Although we are grateful for the national notice, we would prefer" 
not to have a bronze plaque attached to Austin Hall and not to apply 
for the certificate i n question. We declined this opportunity i n the 
case of Massachusetts, Sever, University and Memorial Halls and Elmwood, 
and I believe we should continue this policy. A l l these buildings are 
already being preserved by Harvard not as museums or monuments, but as 
workaday buildings in regular use for the purposes for which they were 
originally^erected. The old buildings in the College Yard including 
Massachusetts and Harvard Halls, as well as Hollis and Stoughton Halls, serve 
today as College dormitories and classrooms just as they did when they were 
erected in the 18th Century. Vfnere they have been "modemized," moderniza­
tion has been carried out with careful consideration for 18th Century 
style and s p i r i t . We have long since provided these buildings with 
suitable markers. Massachusetts Hall, for example, has since 1896 borr a 
bronze plaque indicating i t s pre-Revolutionary and Revolutionary history, 

V/e provide a free guide service which originates either at a 
guide tent in the College Yard or at the Information Office in Holyoke 
Center, on Forbes Plaza, just a step across Massachusetts Avenue beyond 
the point. wh6i"e once stood thp o'̂ i gi ria.I Colipge buildings. These g^jides, 
usually specially trained students from the Crimson Key Society, conduct 
visitors around this whole historic area. We, of course, intend to 
continue to value these buildings and their historic character. 

I wish strongly to emphasize that the decision not to apply for 
registration implies no criticism whatsoever of the v.onderful work 
done by the National Park Service in preserving the nation's heritage 
of historic and natural sites for the appreciation and enjoyment 
of the public. We have cooperated in this praiseworthy endeavor 
in applying for registration in the case of the Arnold Arboretum. 



f'ra.ge two June 1, 1972 

We simply feel that we do not wish our constantly used buildings to 
become a formal part of the National Registry, We hope you w i l l understand 
and sympathize with this reluctance on our part. 

Sincerely, 

Derek C. Bok 

Mr. John F. X. Davoren 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary 
State House 
Boston, Massachusetts 


