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Austin Hall, built 1881-1883, i sthesecond Harvard University building
designed by HH Richardson. A basic T plan was used i ntheexecutionof th
structure Built t ohouse thelawschool. The two storey cental mass with
triple arched entrance porch and small circular stair tower i sflanked by a
pair of simpler, single storey wings. Extending behind thecentral section,
a two”storey reading roomwing forns t hebase of theT. The entire building
is constructedi nlight and dark col ored Longneadow sandstone, with the exced>
tion of theyellowOhio sandstone used i nthearches surrounding t heentrance
The foundation, string course, sills, lintels and cornice arebuilt of the
light sandstone while t hedark stone i sused for therest of the bearing
wal | structure.

Tha main facade of thecentral mass i sdominated by t hethree arches

over therecessed entrance p-“rch. Above it on thesecond storey level a

row of tall narrow wi ndows separated by rectangul ar stone mullion crosses

the facade. Abroad lintel and a continuous sill, above and bel ow t he seconc! m
storey wi ndows, runs across thefacade and around thebuilding. Belowthe m
sill i sawde band of stone laid i na checkerboard pattern. Still further

down t hefacade totheleft of thetriple arch, a string course of light gtgije —
cuts across thetopthird of thethree narrow first storey windows. This b

course i sactually an extension of thecontinuous sill below therange of o
wi ndows on t heleft ving. A two storey sem -attached stair tower breaks thrctugh,
the horizontality of thefacade just totheright of theentrance arches.

Three narrow slit windows follow t heprogress of thestairs onthefirst fip ¢ 73
of thetnrer while tworows of smaller windows aresituated on t he second
storey. The continuous lintel andsill borderingthelarge second storey

wi ndows continue around thetower. Finally, thehipped roof over thenain

part of thebuilding i sconsiderablyhigher than theroofs of the wings.

This added hei ght further enphasizes t hemain blosk of thebuilding i nre-

lation tothe wings. O
z

The simplicity of thetwo side wings contrasts with thenore el aborate
design of themain facade. Each i ssmaller and lower and i ntypical Richard-
son manner contains a single strip of windows placed high onthe facade,
directly beneath thehipped roof. The stone wall on each i s uninterrupted
fromtheground tothesill belowthis range of windows. The rear facades
of these wings repeat thedesign of thefront. The end wall of each wingi s
dark stone from foundationtocornice, with theexception of a broad checker-

d band and a large decorativepanel of light stone.

"he complexity of its design, therear of thecentral mass, which

s thhreadi ngroomextension, |ies sonewhere between t henain facade and
[AMAT2?2-ng§ )\ The tall second storey windows used on thefront appear again al ]
the way arpund therear of thecentral mass, and together with the Iight
[Mibne of ~t|he foundation, string course, lintels and cornice, these w ndows
of fer ttiifelonly other break i nthedark ashlar walls. | neach of thereentrarlt
angl pAO" ~rned where :he reading roomprojects fromthemin nass of the
bAMidihg, Richardson has introduceda curved wall which articulates the two

circular foyers of themin lecture hall.

The only change i nt heexterior of Austini stherecent addition of a
small, single storey entra; ce of copper and glass on thenortherly face of tlje
easl-.prn wing al- jnrtr-t-inn r->ft ho wing anrl tho nnntrnl mmnn.
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Austin Hall was constructedi n1881-1883 t o house t he Law School of
Harvard University. This i sthesecond Harvard building designed by HH
Ri chardson, who i sgenerally considered thefirst great architect t owork
[iTatruly American idiom thestyle of architecture known as Anerican or
Ri chardsoni an Romanesque. Eic' ardson i s best known for his massive, nonu-
mental works of stone and brick and for his use of very | owarches which
rise, i nSyrian style, almst fromtheground. Although influenced by the
Romanseque architecture of Southern France, Richardson's style i sa new
combi nation of design elements, widely imtated by his contemporaries and
by later architects as well.

Austin Hall i stheonly stone academ ¢ building Richardson ever did ajid
according t o Professor Henry Russell Hitchcock "one of Richardson's greatest
wor ks. " Wien he built Austin and Sever Halls, "Richardson repaid his debi;

to Harvard by constructing theonly two buildings i nCanbridge worthy to
stand wi t ~those of theeighteenthand thefirst decades of the nineteenth
century."

The asymmetrical balance achieved i nt hemain facade of AustinHall i;
characteristic of nuch of Richardson's architecture. The building has a
strong horizontal enphasis i nthelong range of second story w ndows, t he
broad continuous lintel above them and t hecontinuous sill bel ow(which ex
tends toformtheeaves of thetwo wings). Subtler points of enphasis i n¢ yke
the horizontal line formed by thecapitals of theentrance arches and t he
string course that runs across thefacade totheleft of thearches. The
sem -attached stair tower counter-balances this horizontality; the jndividual
arches over theentrance and t he shape of t hew ndows, sepecially those on
the second floor, restate thevertical accent of thetower. Finally, the
deeply recessed entrance porch draws t he eye, keeping thevisual center of
.he facade | owand quite close toits geometric center.

Interior decorationi salsopart of thesignificance of Austin Hall.
Rormanesque arches and wainscoting of thefirst floor and the fireplace
vAluclj3ughout speak for Richardson's conpetence i ninterior design and ornaneii
tAion. The dragons and wild boars' heads carved i nt he exposed t i ebeans
jha”ve thereading roomareindicative of interior work closely supervised
B~ Ri chardson himself. | ndescribing thefireplace i nthe sane reading room
>Anhof essor Hitchcock states that i t "has decoration, which i ndetail of design
and execution, represents t hehighest point of Richardson's achievenment i n
or nament . "

""'Hry Russel | Hitchcock, The Architecture of H H Richardson and Hi s
Times ( Cambridge: MT Press, 1966), p. 232.
2 1o A N
Ibid, p. 232. Ibid, p. TJT.
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
NATIONAL P..rK -~SVICE

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT MASSACHUSETTS  H "L
CAMBWiitiE, JsassasiHs ™ (213"

June 1, 1972

Dear M. Davoren:

Thanks so nuch for your letter informngus that the National
Park Service has put Austin Hall on itsNational Register of Historic
Places. W are pleased by thisrecognition.

.A'though we are grateful for the national notice, ve would prefer”
not to have a bronze plaque attached to Austin Hall and not to apply
for the certificate inquestion. W declined this opportunityin the
case of Massachusetts, Sever, Universityand Menorial Halls and B nwood,
and | believe v should continue this policy. All these buildings are
al ready being preserved by Harvard not as nuseuns or nonunents, but as
wor kaday buil dings inregular use for the purposes for which they were
originallyrerected. The old buildingsinthe College Yard including
Massachusetts and Harvard Halls, as well as Hollis and Stoughton Halls, serve
today as College dormtories and classroons just as they did when they were
erected inthe 18th Century. Mnere they have been "nodem zed," noderniza-
tion has been carried out with careful consideration for 18th Century
style and spirit. W have long since provided these buildingswth
suitable markers. Massachusetts Hall, for exanple, has since 1896 borr a
bronze plaque indicating its pre-Revolutionary and Revolutionary history,

Ve provide a free guide service which originateseither at a
guide tent inthe College Yard or at the Information Office i n Hol yoke
Center, on Forbes Plaza, just a step across Mssachusetts Avenue beyond
the point. wh6i"e once stood thp o™ girial Colipge buildings. Theseg"jides,
usually specially trained students from the Orinson Key Society, conduct
visitors around this whole historic area. W, of course, intendto
continue to value these buildings and their historic character.

| wish stronglyto enphasize that the decision not to apply for
registration inmpliesno criticism whatsoever of the v.onderful work
done by the National Park Service in preserving the nation's heritage
of historic and natural sites for the appreciationand enjoynent
of the public. W have cooperated inthis praiseworthy endeavor
in applying for registration inthe case of the Arnold Arboretum



f'rage two June 1, 1972

W sinply feel that we do not wi sh our constantly used buildingsto
becone a formal part of the National Registry, W hope you will understand
and synmpathize with this reluctance on our part.

Sincerely,

Derek C Bok

M. John F X Davoren

The Gommonweal th of Massachusetts
Office of the Secretary

State House

Bost on, Massachusetts



