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B DESCRIPTION 

-X-EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 
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_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Elms is a raised cottage with three levels; basement, entrance and 
attic. Each level has a double pile and central hall. The plan of the main 
structure is rectangular with a rectangular addition running the entire length 
of the back. There is a galerie on the front from which a single stair leads 
to a landing [:from which ~ -sing]~ stair leads to a landing from which a half-turn 
stair leads to the ground level. The galerie rests on brick piers. The galerie 
is broken into five bays between six posts which have curvilinear jig-saw braces. 
The railing with turned balusters steps down slightly to the three middle bays. 
The basement is composed of three bays, while the entrance level has five bays. 
The roof is a gable with eves, brackets and returns. There are six dormers, 
three on the front and three on the back. The dormers are pediments and their 
roofs are bracketed. There are two corbeled interior chimneys. The windows of 
the structure have six over six lights. The two center doors have transoms with 
nine lights and three side lights on each side. The house is finished in weather­
board with the exception of the brick basement and the dormer sides which are 
staggered butts. The entrance hall contains a walnut stair which leads to the 
attic floor and an enclosed stair leading to the basement. 

The interiors of The Elms have 
St~\jways leading to the second floor 
first floor center hall. An original 

been maintained in excellent condition. 
and basement are found in the spacious 
mantel remains in the northwest parlor. 

The floor plan of The Elms remains basically unaltered. There have been 
some alterations to the rear of the house. These are thought to have been made 
during Ben Altheimer's ownership • 

r:. . t.:. :t'·. · I , , ! ' ' 't.'· ·. ,, , 

The Elms rests upon its original site, framed by graceful elm and magnolia 
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT Dr. Samuel Jordon Jones 

Set amid a grouping of huge oak and elm trees, The Elms is a one and one­
half story frame structure constructed in 1866. The house is_believed to be the 
oldest structure in the vicinity. The Elms is an architecturally significant 
structure as an example of a Louisiana raised cottage. 

The raised cottage is an American style, developed by the Colonial French 
as a solution to the special problems posed by a semi-tropical climate. Although 
The Elms is not stylistically pure having been built too late to be considered a 
true Louisiana raised cottage, it is a clearly expressed link to Arkansas heritage 
in the Louisiana Purchase, and is a style rare and significant to this state. 

TP,e house features decorative detailing in its porch post and railing, 
brackets and dormers. The walls of the lower floor or basement are of brick con­
struction, measuring fourteen inches in width. 

The Elms was constructed in 1866 by Dr. Samuel Jordon Jones and his wife, 
Virginia Adeline Jones. Originally from Alabama, t he Joneses moved to J',l theirner 
shortly before the Civil War, where they entered the farming business. Dr. Jones 
died on August 3, 1881 and was buried in the family cemetary behind The Elms . 
The house was owned by the Jones' only child, Edna Collier, then sold to Ben J. 
Altheimer, from whose estate it was purchased by the present owners. 

The Elms is an imposing combination of historic architecture and natural 
scenery. Situated beside a lake and groves of magnolia and elm trees, The Elms 
is a significant historic landmark. 
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attention: Heriberto Brito 

Attached is the legal land description of 
The Elms, Jefferson County, Arkansas. 

Concerning the Collier-Barnett House •.• 
I have written the owners asking for 
the description and hope to have it in 
soon. 

Thanks, 

r:JdO//l ~ ~dra Tay Smith 
Arkansas H storic Preservation Program 
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ELM§ FARMING COMPANY 
Post Office Box P 

ALTHEIMER, ARKANSAS 72004 

R. S. BARNETI, JR., Partner 
G. E. LYON, Mgr. 
W. C. HARDEN, JR., Office Mgr . 

Mrs. Sandra Taylor Smith 
National Register Coordinator 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Suite 500 , Continental Building 
Markham and Main 
Little Rock, Ark ansas , 72201 Re : 

Dear Mrs. Smith : 

April 3 , 1978 

Land description , The Elms 
Jefferson County 

We have your letter of March 31 as regards the legal land 
description of "The Elms". The house is located in the Southwest 
of the Northeast of Section 2 , Township 5 South , Range 8 West of 
Jefferson County, Arkansas. 

I am enclosing a small part of an a erial photograph used by the 
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Committee of the United 
States Department of Agriculture showing the exact location of 
the house. I have marked the house with a red square and the 
entrance with a red "X" . You will note from this map that a part 
of our lake is in the SE NW of Section 2-5-8, and also a small 
part in NE SW 2-5-8. 

I have marked the "40'' lines with a broken blue line so that you 
can easily distinguish the areas I have above described. It is 
quite possible that you will only want to use the description 
of the "40" on which the house is actually located and if so, 
that is SW NE Section 2 , T 5 S, R 8 W as above mentioned. 

If there is anything else that we can g ive you on this , please 
advise us . 

RSB/fwj 
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TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PRoJEcT: r/le £L;~t { 

STAFF MEMBER:~ 
REPORT: 
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