


FORM A AREA SURVEY Form aumbersinthisarea Area no.

MASSACHUATTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON V
Office of the Secretary, Sate House, Boston

1 Tomn Boston (CBD-Theatre)

Name of area (if any) Liberty  Tree CLMNAN
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Saple to left 9de of form , 3. General date or period 1850-1900
Phato aumber

4. Isareauniform (explaia):
in Style? no (mid-to-late 19th c. stvit
in condition? no (fair to poor conditior

" intype of ownership? y~. (priYRtft)

& ' oA . t e
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5. Map. Use pace bdow to draw a geaeral map o the areainvolved. Indicate aay historic *
properties for which iadividual reports are completed on Fornis B thruF, usng corres-
ponding aumbers. Show street names (induding route aumbers, if any) and iadicate north. *
Indicate with an " X' existing houses na inventoried on Form B.
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USGS Quadrant L -
Organization Boston Landmarks Commissic

MHC Photo no.
Date June, 1979
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7. Historical data. Explaia the historical/architectural importance of this area.
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8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps etc.
le Boston Evening Transcript. Feb. 19, 1850 (reprinted inpartin

the Drumin, newsletter of theCity Conservation League, Jan. 1978)
(on theliberty Tree Bl ock)
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Li bertTK Tree Area_Form . o
e Liberty Tree district consists of six buildings clustered around the corner of

Véshington and Essex Streets at the northern edge of Boston's "adult entertainment zone".
The area issignificant historically as the location of the fanous Liberty Tree and
architecturally as a small-scale ensenbl e of md-to-late 19th century commercial build-
ings, nany of 1ndividual distinction,

The corner of Wshington and Essex Streets, known as Hanover Square before 1765, was
the site of the Liberty Tree Tavern and the magnificent American elm known as the Liberty
Tree. The tree and tavern were favorite gathering places for the Sons of Liberty, a
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group of patriots organized in 1765 to protest the Sanp Act. During the pre-Revol utionaryf:

Vdr period, demonstrations against British rule were conmonly held here, and the tree
becane a synbol of [iberty and focal point of Boston's earl .strngI es against tyranny.

The LibertyTree is connenorated by a finely carved relief plague on the Véshi ngton
Street facade of the brick conmercial building erected on the site in 1850. Called the
Liberty Tree Block (TH45), this building was owned by wealthy Bostonian David Sears and
housed smal | shops on the ground floor and el egant public halls above.

The Liberty Tree Block and adjacent buildings also reflect the comvercial devel op-
ment of the area during the md-to-late 19th century period. Shops were still small and
the upper floors of comwercial buildings at 11-13 and 1517 Essex Street (TH 44 and TH
43) were used as residences. Because Véshington Street was for nany years the only |and
route out of Boston, hotels and taverns were also |ocated here. (e of these was the
1824 Lafayette Hotel at 644 Véshington Street (TH46), naned i n honor of Lafayette's
visit to Boston that year. |twvas renodelled inthe early 1860's hy Fh|lanthrop|st
Robert Bent Brighaminto Brighams Hotel and renodelled again inthe late 19th or early
20th century, at which time the present Adanesque facade wss erected. The area includes
another hotel, the Essex at 25-31 Essex Street (TH41), probably erected in 1881
that date, railroads with termnals in the nearby South Gove area were bringing even nore
travelers into the area.

The Liberty Tree Bl ock (TH452 i sarchitecturally significant as a promnent corner
bui | ding which serves as a visual focus for the area. The buildi n? itself is an unusual
exanpl e of the transition from the Geek Revival to Italianate style in commercial archi-
tecture. 11-13 Essex Street (TH44) probabl(’ye dating from 1871, is hi g_hlﬁl significant as
the only comercial building inthe Boston Central Business District with a woden
facade. The thin wooden piers are chanfered in imtation of the nore expensive cast iron
storefronts popular at that date. 1517 and 25-31 Essex Street (TH43 and TH 41) are
anong the survey area's best surviving exanpl es of Hﬂh Victorian Gthic connercial
architecture. 640-644 Washington Street (TH46) is the best exanpl e of the Federal
Revival style inthe survey area and features fine details such as Flemsh bond brick,
iron balconies and splayed slate lintels.
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Area D  Liberty Tree District

Acreage: 3/5ths of an acre
UMReference # 19/ 330080/ 4690710

Boundary Justification: The district is bounded by Essex Street on thenorth and

Vishi ngton Street on the west. The southern boundary was drawn between #644 and #646
Viéishi ngt on because #644 was consi dered t o be of conparable architectural quality to the
rest of thedistrict and #646, #0648 and #660-672 were consi dered t o be of [esser archi-
tectural quality. The eastern boundary is defined by a vacant | ot and a heavily altered
bui [ding of no architectural or historical significance.

List of Structures: (all considered tocontribute tothedistrict):

TH-41 - - - '
Bt ¢ BRFGrhGeH e SERPPSRER" §f &t & CrarkSE P38t O by SHABRY MY 1 SO Bt et

TH-42 19-21 Essex Street - (post 1928 facadeT) 3-story Geek Revival bowfront hidden
I%/ 20th century concrete Gothic-style facade. . _ .

TH-43 517 Essex Street - ('187521 4-story pol ychrone stone Hgh Victorian Gthic
nercantile building which housed sew ng nachi ne conpany for nany years.

TH-44 11-13 Essex Street - (c, 1871) 3-story commercial building wth” viooden facade
carved toimtate cast iron construction, built by wealthy nerchant David
Sears, probably for a kitchen supply ¢ : .

TH-45 628-636 Vdshi ngton Street - (Liberfy Tree Bl ock) (1850) 4-story brick Geek
Revival /Italianate commercial building with plaque marking site of historic

Liberty Tree.

TH-46 640-644 \Mshington Street - (Lafayette Hotel) (1824, late 19thor early 20th
century facade) 4i5-story brick Federal Revival facade with slate Minsard roof.
Uncl ear whether earlier hotel was totally rebuilt at turn-of-the-century or

whet her only the facade vas renodel | ed.



0. Bibliographical References

See continuation sheets, Section 9 UTM NOT mm
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property See | ndl vi dual aﬁ area forn$
Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle scale 1"=25.000'

UMT References

91 |3]2]9]19 401 |46[9,01]6 5,0 n L0
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
cLU I'leleel T illl.. DUJ LLL. I 111
E 1 UL I FLU L LL-U |
G - L L J L H L J-1.

Y
Verbal boundary description and justification The southern boundary of the Theatre Area starts at a

oint on Washington St., 520' south of the intersection of Kneeland & Washington. From this point it
uns due west along an arbitrary straight line to a point on Charles St. South 442' south of Stuart
treet. From thence it follows Charles St. South one block north to the intersection of Stuart St.,

List ail states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

by E3LeR Fox i
nameftitle Candace Jenkins, Reqistration Director Landmarks Commission

organization Massachngptt?; Hi?;tnrical Cnhmmi?;?;ion AN
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (<>17) 727-8470
city or town Boston, state MA 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated sjgRificdnee of this prepertywithin the state is

J~ “national StUTLsiaXe N local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it hasbeen evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth/b”i the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
INMTfCRS useonly’
I hereby cer»»y™bal this property is incti/deXin the National Register

TOC-LA: in,-_L.,.-dn
deeper of ttie National Reoister

Attest: Vr&nAn
AnChlef of Reglstratton

GPO 938 835



























Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000272
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