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The Hodgdon Homestead cabin was built in Aspen Valley in 1879 and was moved 
to Wawona in 1960. It is a two-story log structure measuring 22' x 30', 
with a rear shed addition which gives the building the appearance of a 
saltbox. The main portion of the cabin is built of peeled logs laid in 
alternating tiers and interlocked at the corners with a saddle notch joint. 
The horizontal spaces between the logs are chinked with split log wedges. 
The cabin features a large porch on the front and exterior stairs to the 
second floor on the south side. There are two windows, double hung 6/6, 
on the front facade, flanking a board and batten door. The shed addition is 
of frame construction and is sheathed with wood shingles. The shingles on 
jthe walls and roof are lapped with a 24" exposure. The exterior has been 
{restored and furnished to its 1880's appearance as a pioneer homestead. The 
homestead includes a privy behind the house.

The justification for the move is twofold: the main reason was the preser­ 
vation of the only two-story pioneer log cabin in the Yosemite region; a 
secondary concern was the need for an authentic building to interpret 
the early settlers' life a part of the Pioneer Yosemite History Center. 
As the descendants of Jeremiah Hodgdon has planned to tear the cabin down, 
the National Park Service deemed it appropriate to allocate funds for its 
purchase-and removal from private .land.in-Aspen Valley (an inholding on 
the western boundary of the park).

The building was partially dismantled for the move, and the bottom logs 
were replaced when it was reassembled on the new Wawona location. A new 
outside stair replaced an identical, earlier version in 1975.

The building is on a regular maintenance schedule for the National Park 
Service. Any preservation/stabilization work should have prior approval 
of the regional Historic Architect in lieu of a Historic Structures 
Preservation Guide.
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In May 1865 Jermiah Hodgdon, native of Vermont, homesteaded an area 
originally known as Bronsons - located just a few miles inside today's 
Big Oak Flat entrance to Yosemite National Park. He built two cabins 
for his family in the meadow that still bears his name. Several years 
later he located yet another homestead in previously unoccupied Aspen 
Valley ". . .he built, in '79, a two-storied log cabin. . . the only 
one of that description in or near Yosemite National Park."^ The Hodgdon 
Meadow cabins were removed years ago when the property was acquired by the 
National Park Service; however, the Aspen Valley building survived and 
possesses local architectural significance as the finest example of a 
pioneer homestead in Yosemite National Park.

It is appropriate that Hodgdon hoiriestead cabin be used to depict the 
environment of early park settlers. The disputes that occurred when 
Yosemite National Park was established, encompassing the land of pioneering 
families, provide an important element in understanding the various 
aspects of the "Conservation battle."

During its extended lifetime the cabin served as a temporary home for 
laborers on the Great Sierra Wagon Road (1883); shelter for Army troops 
patrolling the new National Park (1890 ! s); and as a local curiosity for 
guests at the Aspen Valley resort during the 1920's and '30's before the 
old Tioga Road was realigned.

1. Schlichtmann, Margaret and Irene Paden, The Big Oak Flat Road to 
Yosemite, Yosemite Natural History Association, 1959.



Building file: Hodgdon Homestead Cabin, Pioneer Yosemite History Center Prospectus, 1958,
Yosemite Research Library. 

Schlictmann, Margaret and Irene Paden. The Big Oak Flat Road to Yosemite, 1957,
Yosemite Natural History Association. 

Trexler, Keith. The Tioga Road; A History, Yosemite Nature Notes, special edition.
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